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INFORMATION STRUCTURE AND CLAUSE COMBINING IN ADYGHE

1. Project

Head: Prof. Jakov Testelets
Place:  Hakurinohabl (Shovgenovskoe)
Didect: Abadzeh/Standard Adyghe

2. Adyghe: data

2.1. General
e Polysynthesis:

D $9-qo-t-de-p-fo-g-r-a-ga-3e-§’to-¥
1SG.SO-INV-1PL.I0-ASS-2SG.10-BEN-3SG.10-0OBL-3PL.A-CAUS-read-FUT-PAST

‘they caused meto read (it) for you together with us’ (example by Yu. Lander)
¢ Predicate structure: PREFIXES — STEM — SUFFIXES

PREFIXES:
— absolutive prefix (zero/absent in the third person);
—  “inverse” prefix go-/ge-;
— derivation complexes: person/number + derivation marker (benefactive, malefactive,
associative, instrumental, numerous locative markers, etc.);
— indirect object prefix;
— actor (transitive subject) prefix.

()] $-JO-KyONeE,,o-m 7e-wog’9-7"0-B

1sG.PR-POSS-neighbour-eERG ~ RFL-kill-REV-PAST

‘My neighbour commited a suicide’ (= ‘killed himself’) (example by A. Letuchij).
SteM: lexical root and word-formation suffixes; the causative prefix se- , the negative prefix me-;
the optative prefix -re; the “dynamic” prefixes me-/ma- and e-

SUFFIXES: TAM-markers; the third person plural suffix xe-; and “participial” suffix -re; “finite”
negation -ep; case-markers.

e Case marking
— the absolutive marker -r (intransitive subject and transitive direct object);
— theergative marker -m (almost all other verb arguments including those introduced by
derivation);
— the “instrumental” marker -¢’e (dls0 -m-c¢’e);
— the“adverbial marker” -ew (different kinds of adjuncts).

e Casdessforms:

©)] s-jo-A thamate-$x,,
1sG.PrR-POSS-husband  boss-big
My husband is a big boss. (example by E. Kalinina)



Personal names, personal pronouns and possessive nouns normally do not take absol utive and
ergative markers:

4 §’amset hazret q-o-7ycta-g
Shchamset Hazret  INV-3SG.A-tell-PAST
Shchamset told (something) about Hazret (Rogava, Kerasheva 1966: 63).
e most grammatical morphemes in Adyghe are universal: they can be attached to words of

different lexical classes. In particular, al lexical roots can be modified with TMA-suffixes,
person prefixes, case markers, etc.

5) mo bzolfogo-r  se  s-jo-§,0z0-K
this  woman-ABs | 1SG.PR-POSS-Wife-PAST

This woman was my wife. (example by E. Kalinina)

(6) sad-a wo-z-&a-kyowe-re-r ? wo-na¢’al’njok-a?
what-Q  2SG.SO-REL-REAS-CY-PRT-ABS  2SG.S0-b0sSs-Q
Why are you crying (at me)? Are you a boss? (example by E. Kalinina)

Lexica roots of personal and demonstrative pronouns as predicates:

(7 a se so-we.r-ep / se sd-we.ra-Ke-p
| 1SG.SO-yOu-NEG | 1SG.SO-YOU-PAST-NEG
| am not you. | was not you.
b. se go-we-s-?,a-k we  So9-ze-re-we.r-mo-re-r

| INV-2SG.10-1SG.A-tell-PAST  you 1SG.SO-REL-FACT-YOU-?-NEG-PAST-PART-ABS
| told you that | am not you. (example by D. Gerasimov)
¢ theverb ~ noun opposition is very weak. The clearest difference between verbs and nouns:

— nouns, when used without a case marker, can function both as predicates and arguments;
— verbs, when used without a case marker, can function as predicates only.

(8) hat’e qo-kye-$'t
guest  INV-gO-FUT

A guest will come. // * The person who will come is a guest.

e opposition of stative vs. dynamic predicates (for more details cf. Rogava, Kerasheva 1966: 104):

Dynamic predicates: Stative predicates:

— intransitive dynamic predicates attach the — do not attach “dynamic” prefixes;
“dynamic” prefix me- or e-, if their absolutive — do not attach the participle suffix;
argument isthird person; — have no imperative and optative

— inpresent, attach the “participle” suffix -re (in forms;
certain syntactic positions); — have no future with the suffix -5,

— have imperative and optative forms; (...) -



e Pronominal Argument hypothesis (Jelinek, Demers 1994; Baker 1995, etc.):

the person/number morphemes within the polysynthetic word are not formal agreement markers,
but full-fledged verbal arguments. The status of full NPsis close to that of adjuncts.

e Specia status of the absolutive in Adyghe:
the only obligatory argument of any predicate; zero marking in the third person; facultative
plural marking with the suffix -xe.

2.2. Clause combining in Adyghe: basic strategies

2.1.1. Argument clauses

“Normally both matrix and embedded predicates assign case to their arguments as they would in
independent clauses, agreement pattern matching that of case assignment” (Gerasimov 2004).

(1) Case markers (absolutive/ergative)

(9) aw Dbeletkyep§’o-m  ZawoS’t-ew  ze-r-jo-womoso-Ka-Ke-r
but Boletkopsh-ERG so-ADV REL-FACT-3SG.A-aCCUSe-PAST-PAST-ABS
3enc’ete Quojonesye  go-te-neso-7’o-K
Jenchet Qujnesh INV-1PL.10-reach-REV-PAST

‘... but the fact that Boletkopsh was insulting Jenchet Qujnesh like that reached us...’

(10)  ¢emo-r q9-s-jo-to-na-m go-tjena-g
COW-ABS  INV-1SG.I0-3SG.A-QiVe-POT-ERG  INV-let-PAST

He agreed to give me the cow. (example by D. Gerasimov)

(2) “Instrumental” forms

(11) se so-we-Ae?yo gaiem go-se-p-to-n-¢’e
| 1sG.s0-2sG.l0-ask  pencil INV-1SG.10-2SG.A-give-POT-INSTR

| ask you to give me a pencil. (example by A. Belyaeva)

(3) Postposition governing an ergative phrase

(12)  o-que qo-ze-re-kye-z’9-se-m paje, jane me-g,$we
3SG.PR-SON  INV-REL-FACT-QO-REV-PAST-ERG  for mother DYN-glad
Mother is glad that her son is back home.

(4) N-forms (“infinitive”)

(13) se se-Goje-n faje
I 1sG.so-slegp-POT  must
I must sleep. (example by D. Gerasimov)



(5) Adverbial marker -(n)-ew

(14)  ywosen  Sex-ew gwo8’a%-ew  qo-Coy-ew Aw-BE
Husein hurry-ADv  speak-ADV  INV-run-ADV  become-PAST

Husejn started speaking and running around fast. (Rogava, K erasheva 1966: 176)

(15) a arjoet ashan fo-tjewe-n-ew faj
Hariet  Adan BEN-phone-POT-ADV ~ want
Hariet wants to phone Aslan. (example by A. Belyaeva)
b. yarjoet ashan je-Ae?wo-K a-§’ qo-zo-fo-tjewe-n-ew
Hariet  Adan 3SG.10-ask-PAST  that-ERG ~ INV-REL-BEN-phone-POT-ADV

Hariet asked Aslan to phone her. (example by A. Belyaeva)

(6) Conditional and concessive markers (-me and -mjo')

(16) Aozo-r Qale-m  je-wop¢o-B me-Caje-me pSase-r
old.man-ABS boy-ERG 3SG.l0-ask-PAST DYN-Sleep-COND  girl-ABS
The old man asked the boy whether the girl was sleeping. (example by D. Gerasimov)

(17) ¢ale-m  je-§e-re-p pSase-r me-Coje-mjo
boy-ERG  3SG.A-KnOwW-PRT-NEG  girl-ABS DYN-sleep-CONC

The boy doesn’t know whether the girl is sleeping. (example by D. Gerasimov)

2.1.2. Adjunct clauses
(1) Caseforms (ergative): time, condition

(18) jakow go-z-§’9-g,o8’0?9-Ba-Ee-m, se  so-qe-kya-B
Jakov  INV-REL-LOC-Speak-PAST-PAST-ERG | 1SG.SO-INV-COme-PAST

| came when Jakov was speaking.

(19) zo-§o-Ae-§’to-m jane qo-1-jo-7y,e-2"9-¥
REL-LOC-die-FUT-ERG ~ mother  INV-OBL-3SG.A-tell-REV-PAST
jo-hade tjeywe daxe f-a-§o-n-ew
Poss-body  beautiful cover  BEN-3PL.A-make-POT-ADV
When she was about to die, she asked her mother for a beautiful cover for her body to be
made. (Rogava, K erasheva 1966: 420)

! _mjo < -me + -jo ‘and’.
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(2) Instrumental forms: condition, cause, concessive
(20) ar qgo-zo-kye-Ce, se  so-kye-z’0-8’t
that INV-REL-QO-INSTR | 1SG-go-REV-FUT

If he comes, | will go away. (example by L. Petrakova)

(21) mwoerat je-mo-%e-¢’-jo, jane a-§’ -3 je-cace
Murat  OBL-NEG-study-INSTR-COH mother that-ERG 3SG.PR-brother  3sG.io-reproach

Though Murat is lazy, mother reproaches his brother.

(3) Postposition governing an ergative phrase (paje ‘for’: cause, purpose)
(22) a-r jonstjotyoto-m  ¢’eha-k
that-ABS  ingtitute-ERG catch.up-PAST
bere  ze-r-jo-3e-§’ta-se-m paje
long REL-FACT-OBL-read-FUT-PAST-ERG  for
He managed to enrol an institute, because he had studied alot. (example by A. Belyaeva)

(4) N-forms: “bare” n-forms seem to be impossible in adjunct clauses.

(5) Adverbia marker -ew: temporal or modal; -n-ew: purpose

(23) jemozo¥’okye-r ... o-§e-n 9-mo-§-ew taxjore q-je-pAd
Emyzyshchyko-ABS  3sG.A-do-POT  3SG.A-NEG-know-ADV  Tahir  INV-OBL-look

Emyzyshchyko looks at Tahir ... not knowing what to do. (Rogava, K erasheva 1966: 423)

(24) haze-m-re 9-que-re zalomoge  go-ze-re-r-o-xo-kKe-r
khgji-ErG-and  3sG.PrR-son-and cruelly INV-REL-FACT-OBL-3SG.A-treat-PAST-ABS
r-jo-?y,e-n-ew jeshaq  dezZ’ jo-ha-

OBL-3SG.A-tell-POT-ADV  Ishak to LOC-COme-PAST
He came to Ishak to tell him how cruelly khaji and his son treated him. (Rogava, Kerasheva
1966: 428)

(6) Converbal markers
-jo. sequence of two immediately following actions

(25) amjonet rweze-xe-r  9-ACKy-jo ge-§’xopco-B
Aminet rose-PL-ABS 3SG.A-SEe-COH  INV-SMile-PAST

Aminet saw the roses and smiled.

-(ja)-s: cause



(26)

(27)

yarjoet  somaje-§ wane-m jo-s
Hariet  beill-coNnvl house-ERG  LOC-Sit

Hariet is at home because sheisill. (example by A. Belyaeva)

ajdamar  jo-mo-je §o-m tjotosh-jo-§ psonc’-ew  ?2y,0)98,,0to-2’9-K
Ajadamer LOC-NEG-be horse-ERG mount-COH-CONV1 quick-ADV ride.away-REV-PAST

Ajdamyr mounted somebody’s horse and rode away fast.

-t-jo. sequence of actions or cause

(28)

(29)

jovan apere §9-r  9-wat,op§ o-Bo-t-jo psonzo-m  x-jo-se-fa-k
Ivan first  arow 3sG.A-let.out-PAST-CONV2 MUd-ERG  LOC-3SG.A-CAUS-Qet-PAST
Ivan shot the first arrow and it got into the marsh.

ashan  ge-kya-g, yarjoet go-r-jo-Be-blera-ge-tjo
Aslan INV-gO-PAST  Hariet INV-OBL-3SG.A-CAUS-Cl0Se-PAST-CONV 2

Aslan came because Hariet had invited him. (example by A. Belyaeva)

-fe and —ze: simultaneity

(30)

(D)

Svete  wepS’eroha-fe, S$xono-r  ?a§,o-Ke
Sveta  cook-sIMUL food-ABs tasty-PAST

When Sveta was cooking, the food was good.

masjone 9-mo-Kyet-ze mofa  nogyer kya-ve

car 3sG.A-NEG-find-siMuL day half gO-PAST

The car was not found for half a day. (‘Half a day passed while the car was not found”)
(Rogava, Kerasheva 1966: 423)

(6) Conditional and concessive markers (-me and -mjs)

(32

(33

welosjoped go-s-a-to-me, $9-nasapaye-§'t
bicycle INV-1SG.S0O-3PL.A-QiVE-COND  1SG.SO-happy.person-FuT
If I will be presented abicycle, | will be happy.

marat  tjek,a’-ke-mjo,
Marat win-PAST-CONC
se  S9-gy r-jo-ha-r-ep a-r ze-r-je-§a-Ke-r

I 1sG.PrR-heart OBL-3SG.A-Carry-PRT-NEG that-ABS  REL-MOOD-3SG.A-dO-PAST-ABS

2tjekya- = tje- + kya- ‘LOC+ go’. Here and below I simply gloss it as ‘win’.
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Though Marat won | did not like the way he was playing.

2.1.3. Relative clauses

Adyghe has two basic types of relative constructions (Lander 2004a): an external-head construction and an
internal head construction.

In an external-head construction, the relative clause stands |eft to its head noun, which bears the case
markers. The main predicate of the relative clause has no case markers or any markers of a dependent
predication. In the present tense, the dynamic verbs are marked with the “participle” suffix -re-.

In an internal-head construction, the head NP takes the adverbia marker -ew. The case of the whole
construction is expressed on the main predicate of the relative clause. The ew-noun cannot be separated from
the relative clause, but it has certain freedom to take different positions within the relative construction.

2.1.4. Generalizations

(34) Dependent clause predicates: (...) —[Tense/Mood] — (...) — [-re-] — [Case/Converb marker]

Table 1. Clause types in Adyghe

STRUCTURE FUNCTIONS
Casel Independent
Tense/Mood clause Relative | Argument Adjunct
-re-/zero Converb :
marker (declarative/ clause clause clause
marker . :
interrogative)
Ke-, §'t-° + + - -
-n- + + + -
(zero)* + - + -
— (declarative
2 -re-° ( , ) + _ _
+ (interrogative)
-ge-/-§'t-/-n-
3 'r; -IE’ _ — + +
-re- '(m)'g €
Past/Future/-n- -ew, -me,
. = = + +
[zero -m-jo
Past/Future/-n- o +
4. Izexo 0 - - -
Past/Future/-n- -8 - - = +
-jo = = = +

® Past: -ke-, Futureand Conditional: -§'t-. Different combinations of these morphemes are also possible.
“ The present tense has no special marking. Other cells without no overt morphemes are |eft empty.
® _re- appearsin dynamic predicates only, the corresponding forms of the stative predicates have this slot empty.




Table 1a. Clause types in Adyghe (Classes 1 and 2)

Tense/Mood Case/ Independent_ clause Relative
-re-/zero Converb (declarative/
marker : . clause
marker interrogative)
-ge-, -§’t-
1. “Finite” -n- + =
-ge-, -§’t-
— (declarative)
2. | “Backgrounded” -n- . ) +
+ (interrogative)
-re-

o Constituent types:

1. “Main” predicates. no special marking, no “participle” marker -re- . Projected by all open class
roots.

2. “Backgrounded” predicates: no case and/or converb markers, the suffix -re- in the present tense.
Re-forms are possible on their own: in internal head relative clauses, negative predicates, some
guestion types, etc. Projected by all open class roots.

3. “Referential” phrases marked by case affixes including the instrumental -¢’e (Class3in Table 1).
Projected by all open class roots.

4. “Secondary” (dependent) predicates marked by the adverbial marker -ew and other markers of
dependent predications. Projected by al open class roots.

(5. “Unmarked absolutives/ergatives” (‘“weak referential” phrases). Projected by lexical nouns.)

o Referentia phrases
By default, any referential phrase refers to its absol utive argument:

go-kya-ge-r - the person who came

Spe-s-7ye-8’tor — something that | will tell you

§’o-to-r —  the person who is standing

§’o-to-Ke-r —  the person who was standing

(35) Coje-xe-re-r qe-wos’9-7’0-n-x-ew §’o-to-Ke-x

sleep-PL-PRT-ABS INV-wake.up-REV-FUT-PL-ADV  LOC-Stand-PAST-PL

The people who were deeping were to wake up soon. (Lander 20053)
To form a phrase with a non-absolutive referent, the prefix -zo is used:

(36) Reativeclause
cof-ew  [a-§ o-39pyw  txohe-r  qo-fo-zo-ho-me-r] s-jo-?ahal
man-ADV that-ERG 3sG-sister book-ABS INV-BEN-REL-QiVe-PAST-ABS 1SG.PR-POSS-relation

The person; who presented a book to his;x Sister isarelation of mine.




(37) Constituent question
a xet-a  z-jo-txoh 73-80pYw  je-zo-to-ge-r ?
who-Q REL-POSS-book REL-sister  3SG.I0-REL-Qive-PAST-ABS
Who; presented his; book to his; sister?
b. sod-a §-om 0-39DYw r-jo-to-ge-r  ?
what-Q brother-ERG 3SG.PR-Sister  OBL-3SG.A-give-PAST-ABS
What did the brother; present to his;, i sister?

(38) sod-a s9-z-¢’e-b-gapce-re-r ?
4T0-Q 1SG.SO-REL-REAS-2SG.A-deceive-PRT-ABS

Why are you deceiving me? (example by A. Belyaeva)

(39) Indirect (constituent) question
se s-Se-r-ep ar z9-de-kya-Be-r
I 1sG.A-know-PRT-NEG ~ that.ABS  REL-LOC-QO-PAST-ABS

I don’t know where he went. (example by D. Gerasimov)

PEIC[60]000/06006000000)

(490  Nominal predicate 7| dpaHuysckuil (©panumns), Bes
R - NpOBepKY NPaBoNMcaHs
a mor [thamato-m jo-psad] { oocoaooas0

thisaBs  director-erRG 3sG-girl
This is the director’s daughter.
b. [(me-r zo-pSaSe)-r] [thamate]
thisABS REL-girl-ABS  director

This is the director’s daughter. = [The one, whose, daughter sheis); is the director.

(41) zo signals coreference between a dominating and a dominated NP:

XP,

e multiple relativization:



(42) mgyortaz mye bzolfose-m jo-C’ale bayl’e-r  r-jo-to-n-ew
Murtaz this woman-ERG POSS-boy purse-ABS OBL-3SG.A-give-FUT-ADV
r-jo-?ya-g
OBL-3SG.A-Say-PAST
Murtaz told this woman’s son to give her the purse back. (example by Y u. Lander)

(43) bzoifos-ew z-jo-C’ale myertaz bay¢’e-r r-jo-to-7’o-n-ew
woman-ADV  REL-POSS-boy Murtaz  purse-ABS OBL-3SG.A-give-FUT-ADV
ze-1-j9-7 e-Ka-Ke-r de-so-5-ep
REL-OBL-3SG.A-Say-PAST-PAST-ABS LOC-Sit-PAST-NEG
[The woman whose son was told by Murtaz to give her the purse back]; was absent.

(example by Yu. Lander)

3. Information structure and clause combining

3.1. Focus articulation
e Lambrecht (1994, 2001): three types of focus articulation:

(44)  PREDICATE-FOCUS STRUCTURE

What happened to your car?
My car/It broke DOWN (Lambrecht 1994: 223).

(45) SENTENCE-FOCUS STRUCTURE

What happened?

My car broke down.

(46) ARGUMENT-FOCUS STRUCTURE

| heard your motorcycle broke down?

MY CAR broke down.
Presupposition (open proposition): ‘speaker’s x broke down’
Assertion: ‘x = the speaker’s car’

e Focus recelves consistent morphosyntactic marking in remotely related Nakh-Daghestanian
languages: the focused constituent is marked by the placement of the copula and other elements
of the closed lexical class expressing basic sentence-level categories (polarity, mood, tense,
person). The main verb takes a non-finite form. The case-marking and word order do not
undergo obligatory changes.

3.2. Basic clause construction

Presupposition:  ‘x broke the window’
Assertion: ‘X = the neighbour’
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(47) a SoseD razbil okno. // Okno razbil  SOSED. RussIAN
neighbour broke window window broke neighbour
b. Eto sosep  razbil okno.
this neighbour broke window
It is the neighbour who broke the window.
(48) a. Byoneyo-m  ShanyoK,ople-r X-j9-Woto-B
neighbour-ERG window-ABS LOC-3SG.A-break-PAST
The neighbour broke the window.
b. [Eyonesy) [Shanyoryople-r  xo-zo-wato-Ke-r]
neighbour window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS
It was the neighbour who broke the window.
C. [Shanyegyopd] [Bwoneryo-m X-jo-wote-Be-1]
window neighbour-eERG ~ LOC-3SG.A-break-PAST-ABS
It was the window that the neighbour broke.
(49) [XPy, ...XP,[Absolutive + Predicate]]
(50) Topic: [referenia phrase ZP]-r (aBs) FOCUS: [pregicae Y Pl
S
Topic (-) Focus
(51) d. Shanyesyople-r Xo-zo-woto-Ke-r ByONeK,,d-r-ep
window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS neighbour-ABS-NEG
It is not the neighbour who broke the window.
e. Shanyor,ople-r X9-Z0-Wata-Ke-r [xet-a] ?
window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS ~ wWho-Q

Who broke the window?
Shanyok,opce-r  X0-zo-woto-Ke-r [Bwonesyo-r-a] ?
window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS  neighbour-ABS-Q

Wasiit the neighbour who broke the window?

o the same bipartite structure is characteristic of dependent predications
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(52) ew-adverb

a

sveto faj gabartajo-m de-kye-n-ew

Sveta want Kabardian-ERG LOC-gO-POT-ADV
Svetawants to marry a Kabardian.

sveto  faj gabartajo-n-ew zo-de-kye-§’to-r
Sveta want Kabardian-POT-ADV REL-LOC-gO-FUT-ABS

Sveta wants that the person who she will marry to be a Kabardian.

(53) concessive

a

marat  tjekya-Be-mjo,

Marat  win-PAST-CONC

se  so-gy r-jo-ha-r-ep a-r ze-r-je-§a-Ke-r

| 1sG.PrR-heart OBL-3SG.A-Carry-PRT-NEG that-ABS REL-MOOD-3SG.A-00-PAST-ABS
Though Marat won | did not like the way he was playing.

tjekya-Be-r marat-mjo, se sog, r-jo-ho-r-ep ar ze-r-je-Sa-Ke-r
Win-PAST-ABS Marat-CONC

Though it was Marat who won, | did not like the way he was playing.

(54) causal converb

a

jane qe-kya-e-§, qo-b-de?epa?e-§’t
mother  INV-gO-PAST-CONV1  INV-2SG.IO0-help-FUT

Y our mother came, and she will help you.
qe-kya-se-r jane-§, qo-b-de?epa?e-§’t
INV-QO-PAST-ABS mother-conv1 INV-2SG.l0-hel p-FuT

The person who came is your mother, and she will help you.

3.3. Aro-construction

3.3.1. General

(55) Topic: [Referential phrase]., ass) Focus: [[XP] ard]

(56) g
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Shan,ogyopce-r X9-Z9-woto-Ee-r ByoNeK,o-1 aro

window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS  neighbour-ABs ~ THAT

It is the neighbour who broke the window.

Shan,ogyopce-r X9-Z9-woto-Ee-r ByoNeK,,o-1 ar-a ?

window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS  neighbour-aBs ~ THAT-Q



Isit the neighbour who broke the window?

i. Shanyor,ople-r X9-Z9-woto-Ee-r ByoNeK,,o-1 ar-ep
window-ABS LOC-REL-break-PAST-ABS  neighbour-aBs ~ THAT-NEG

It is not the neighbour who broke the window.

3.3.2. Properties of the aro-predicates

o Paradigm

sera ‘I’ ters ‘ours’
wero  ‘you’ Swera  ‘you (PL)’
aro ‘that® arox  ‘that (PL)’

e Ara-forms cannot be used with the corresponding free pronouns:

(57) wo-jane gwof’e-r  (¥se) sero
2sG.PR-mother  poor-ABs | ME
| (Foc) am your poor mother (Rogava, Kerasheva 1966: 84).

Cf. similar type of focus marking in Lummi (Straits Salish) (Jelinek 1998).
(58) a no-men=sx" Lummi
1sPOSS-father=2sNOM
You’re my father.
b. nok“=yox“=g co  no-men
YOU=MODAL=3ABS DET 1sPOSS-father
It must be You, [who are] my father. (Jelinek 1998: 146)

(59) ar wer-ew qo-Cet’o-8 /l ar  we.r-ma.r-ew go-CeC’o-B
that YOU-ADV INV-turn.out-PAST that YOU-NEG-ADV  INV-turn.out-rpAST
It turned out that it were you.// It turned out that it were not you. (example by D. Gerasimov)

e Control and agreement

(60) §,ero a-xe-r qo-Z9-AeByo-Be-I/ (9-Z0-AEKo-Be-Xe-T
YOU(PL) THAT-PL-ABS INV-REL-See-PAST-ABS/ INV-REL-SEe-PAST-PL-ABS
It isyou who saw them.

e Tense and mood

(61) a sero tjekya-Be-r
ME  win-PAST-ABS

Itis| who won.
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b. sero-se tjekya-Be-r
ME-PAST Win-PAST-ABS
It was | who won.

C. sero-§t tjekye-8’to-r
ME-FUT Win-FUT-ABS

I (Foc) will win. Itis| who will win.

d. moskva  kya-ge-r svet aro-n faje
Moscow go-PAST-ABS Sveta THAT-POT maybe
The person who went to Moscow is probably Sveta.

e Derivation

(52) c. sveto faj qabartajo-r  ar-ew/ard-n-ew zo-de-kwe-§’to-r
Sveta want Kabardian THAT-ADV/THAT-POT-ADV REL-LOC-QO-FUT-ABS

Sveta wants the person who she will marry to be a Kabardian.

(54) c. qgekya-wer jane aro-§, go-b-de?epa?e-§’t
INV-gO-PAST-ABS mother THAT-cONV1  INV-2SG.10-help-FUT

The person who came is your mother, and she will help you.

(53) c. marat aro-mjo tjekya-ge-r, se sdg, r-jo-ho-r-ep ar ze-r-je-Sa-ke-r
Marat THAT-CONC Win-PAST-ABS
Even though it was Marat who won, | did not like the way he was playing.

(25) b. *amjonet o-AeByo-r rweze-xe-r  ar-jo ge-§’xopco-Ke-r

Aminet 3sSG.A-see-ABS  rose-PL-ABS THAT-COH INV-SMile-PAST-ABS

3.3.3. Sentence types that allow an ara-construction

e thears-congtructions are possible only in declarative and interrogative sentences:

(62) a se tyert s-§o-n !
I pie 1sG.A-make-POT
Shall | make apie! (example by N. Serdobol’skaya)
b. *sero twert  zo-§o-no-r !
ME pie REL-make-POT-ABS
e Many languages have specia syntactic constructions designed for argument-focus marking and
possible only in declarative and interrogative sentences. This istrue for the European cleft

constructions, for the Russian construction with the word éto (example 47b) and for the
morhosyntactic focus marking in the languages of the East Caucasian language group.
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3.3.4. Constituent types possible in the focus position
o NP attributes: pied-piping
(63) adjective?
a se so-faj adoge qwaje  s-Sefo-n-ew
| 1sG.so-want Adyghean cheese 1SG.A-buy-POT-ADV
| want to buy some Adyghean cheese.
b. adsge qwaje-r ard s-Sefo-n-ew so-faje-r (*adoge aro)
Adyghe cheese-ABS THAT 1SG.A-buy-POT-ADV ~ 1SG.SO-want-ABS

| want to buy some ADYGHEAN cheese. / | want to buy some ADYGHEAN CHEESE.

(64) non-derived adverb
a njepe azamat Skyelo-m kye-§t-ep
today Azamat school-ERG QO-FUT-NEG
Azamat is not going to school today.
b. njepe aro azamat  Skyelo-m Zo-moa-ke-§’to-r
today THAT Azama school-ERG  REL-NEG-QO-FUT-ABS

Azamat is not going to school ToDAY.

(65) instrumental
a cace-m-¢’e se-§xe
fork-ERG-INSTR  1SG.A-eat
| eat/am eating with afork.
b. cace-m-¢’e ard §9-z-ra-Sxe-re-r
fork-ERG-INSTR  THAT  1SG.A-REL-INST-eal-PRT-ABS

| eat/am eating WITH A FORK.

(66) postpositiona phrase
a wone wope-m Coy-xe-r qo-§’e-¢’o-x
house in.front.of-ERG  tree-PL-ABS  INV-LOC-Qrow-pL
There are trees growing in front of the house.
b. wone wape-r ard nah Cog-xe-r qo-z9-§’e-¢’-xe-re-r
house in.front.of-aABs THAT more  tree-PL-ABS INV-REL-LOC-Qrow-pPL-PRT-ABS

The trees grow in front of the house (not in any other place).
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(67) ew-adverbial

thakumakie-xe-r jane  qge-r-jo-to-g-ew ard svetd go-?ya-Ke-r

earring-PL-ABS  mother INV-OBL-3SG.A-give-PAST-ADV THAT Sveta INV-Say-PAST-ABS

Sveta said THAT MOTHER PRESENTED HER EARRINGS.

(68) tje-converb
$9-qo-3e-mo-kya-Ke-r s-jo-pSase samazje-tjo ard
1SG.SO-INV-LOC-NEG-QO-PAST-ABS  1SG.PR-POSS-Qirl  besick-conv2  THAT
(Why didn’t you come? — ) I didn’t come, because my daughter fell ill.

(69) conditiona clause

a  welosjoped qo-s-a-ta-me, $9-nasopasye-§’t

bicycle INV-1SG.S0-3PL.A-give-COND  1SG.SO-happy.person-FuT

If I will be presented abicycle, | will be happy.

b. welosjoped qo-s-a-to-me aro,

bicycle INV-1SG.S0O-3PL.A-give-COND THAT
nasopasye $9-79-Yo-8'to-r
happy.person 1SG.SO-REL-become-FUT-ABS

I will be happy (only) if | will be presented a bicycle.

3.3.5. Focus-raising?
(1) within the main clause, aro focuses al full XP types. The attributes within an argument or

(2) within a complex sentence, the dependent clauses show the following properties as to the
possibilities of the ara focusing out of a dependent clause:

POSITION Abs/Erg Instr -n | -(n)-ew | o, -tjo, -§, -fe | -me, -mjo -ze
6
Argument Abs’+ Abs + + + Abs +
clause (other?)
Adjunct + Abs + + + + - -
clause
(52) ergative within an ew-adverbial
d. sveto  qabartajo-r  aro z9-de-kye-n-ew zo-faje-r
Sveta Kabardian THAT REL-LOC-QO-POT-ADV REL-Want-ABS

Svetawants to marry a Kabardian. // It is a Kabardian who Sveta wants to marry.

® Focusing of other arguments is highly improbable, though | have obtained some dubious examples.
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(70)

(71)

(72)

(73)

a sveto faj  jo-pSaSe  djorektoro-m  d-jo-o-kye-n-ew
Sveta want pPoss-girl director-ERG  ASS-3SG.A-CAUS-gO-POT-ADV
Sveta wants her daughter to marry the director.
b. djerektoro-r aro za-faje-r svetd jo-pSaSe  d-jo-Bo-kye-n-ew
director-aBs THAT REL-want-ABS Sveta POSS-girl  ASS-3SG.A-CAUS-QO-POT-ADV
Sveta wants her daughter to marry THE DIRECTOR. (It is the director who Sveta wants

her daughter to marry.”)

absol utive phrase within a dominating absol utive (indirect question)
a se asian  zo-de-kya-Be-r s-Se-r-ep
|  Adan REL-LOC-gO-PAST-ABS  1SG.A-know-pRT-NEG
I don’t know where Aslan went. (example by D. Gerasimov)
b. se askan aro zd-de-kya-se-r $9-mo-Se-r-er
I Adan THAT REL-LOC-QO-PAST-ABS 1SG.A-NEG-Know-PRT-ABS

I don’t know where ASLAN went.

absolutive and ergative phrases within a dominating absol utive (indirect question)
a. aslan jo-swaret ze-r-jo-to-Be-r s-Se-re-p
Adlan Poss-portrait  REL-OBL-3SG.A-QiVEe-PAST-ABS  1SG.A-KNOW-PRT-NEG
I don’t know to whom Aslan presented his portrait.
b. sworeto-r aro ashan  ze-r-jo-to-ge-r $9-ma-§e-r-er
portrait-ABS THAT Asdan REL-OBL-3SG.A-QiVEe-PAST-ABS 1SG.A-NEG-Know-PRT-ABS
I don’t know to whom Aslan presented THE PORTRAIT.
C. *ashan aro jo-swaret ze-1-jo-to-Ke-r
Asan THAT Poss-portrait REL-OBL-3SG.A-QiVE-PAST-ABS

I don’t know to whom ASLAN presented his portrait.

C. *nan ard ashan ze-r-jo-to-ge-r
mother THAT Adlan REL-OBL-3SG.A-(iVe-PAST-ABS
I don’t know what Aslan presented to his MOTHER.

absolutive phrase within an indirect question marked with the conditional morpheme -me
ramazan  ard mojeqyape kye-§’t-me $9-ma-§e-r-er
Ramazan THAT Maykop gO-FUT-COND  1SG.A-NEG-KNnOw-PRT-ABS

I don’t know ABOUT RAMAZAN if goesto Maykop.
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(74)

(79)

constituent of an ergative phrase (tempora adjunct; zo—m)

a

t-jane bulo¢’ke-xe-r z-je-Baze-m,

1pL.PR-mother roll-PL-ABS  REL-3SG.A-bake-ERG

te ha¢’e-xe-r qo-t-fe-kya-ge-x

we  guest-PL-ABS  INV-1PL.IO-BEN-QO-PAST-PL

When mother baked rolls, some guests cameto see us. (‘... the guests came to us’)
t-jane bulo¢’ke-xe-r ara Z-je-Baze-m,

1pL.PR-mother  roll-pL-ABS ~ THAT  REL-3SG.A-bake-ERG

te  haf’e-xe-r qo-zo-t-fe-kya-se-r

we guest-PL-ABS  INV-REL-1PL.|O-BEN-QO-PAST-ABS

Guests came to see us when mother baked RoLLS.

ergative within atempora adjunct marked with -fe

a maskwa se-kye-fe tfe fedjoze s9-Coja-K

b.

Moscow  1sG.so-go-while  fivetimes about 15G.S0-sleep-PAST
On my way to Moscow | fell asleep five times.

maskwa ara se-kye-fe tfe fedjoze so-zo-Coja-Be-r
Moscow THAT 1sG.so-go-while fivetimes about 1sG.so-ReL-fall.adeep-PAST-ABS
It was on my way to Moscow that | fell asleep five times.

3.3.6. The reference of the topic phrase

o Normally, the topic and the focus are coreferential. The reference of the topic phrase is marked
by the position of the prefix zo- according to the rule (41):

(76)

(77)
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[sero/ wera/tera/  svet arg] [a  qewawo-r  zoj-f-jo-§'efo-ke-1]
ME/ YOU/OURS/ Sveta THAT  that flower-aBS REL-BEN-3SG.A-buy-PAST-ABS

He bought these flowers for me/ for you/ for us/ for Sveta.(=Svets; is [the person for

whom he bought these flowers];)

a jas’anew A9Zo-m pcegentfo-r X-jo-3age-tjo

b.

thirdtime  old.man-erG fishing-rod-ABS LOC-3SG.A-Cast-CONV2
pcezaje-daSe-r  g-o-woboto-¥

fish-gold-ABS  INV-3sG.A-catch-PAST

When the old man cast his net for the third time, he caught a goldfish.

jas’anew A9Zo-m pceqentfo-r X-jo-3age-p-tjo ard

thirdtime  oldman-erG fishing-rod-ABS LOC-3SG.A-cast-NEG-CONV2 THAT



pcezoje-doSe-r  qo-z-C’-jo-mo-wabato-ke-r

fish-gold-ABS  INV-REL-REAS-3SG.A-NEG-Catch-PAST

Since THE OLD MAN DID NOT CAST HIS NET FOR THE THIRD TIME, he did not catch the
goldfish. ([The cause of not having caught ...]J; is [that the old man did not cast his net];)

e When the topic phrase has no derivational position with the appropriate semantics, zo takes the
position of the temporal argument (the very left of al derivational positions, immediately after
the inversive prefix). This argument has no marker of the derivation type:

(77) c. jaS’anew AoZo-m pcegentfo-r x-jo-3age-tjo aro

thirdtime  old.man-erc fishing-rod-ABS LOC-3sG.A-Cast-CONV2 THAT
pcezoje-doSe-r  qo-z-jo-wabato-Be-r

fish-gold-ABS  INV-REL-3SG.A-catch-PAST

When the old man cast his net for the third time, he caught a goldfish.

e Thesameistrue for most cases of focusing a constituent of a dependent clause:

d. ja¥’ane-r-ew  aro A9Zo-m pceqentfo-r X-jo-3age-tjo
third-pRT-ADV THAT  old.man-erRG fishing-rod-ABS LOC-3SG.A-Cast-CONV2
pcezaje-daSe-r  qo-z-jo-wabata-Ke-r
fish-gold-ABS  INV-REL-3SG.A-catch-PAST-ABS
It was the third time that the old man cast his net and only then he caught a goldfish. (‘It
was the third time that [having cast his net t, he caught a goldfish].”)

e Theonly exception is focusing an absolutive argument within an absolutive phrase: in this case,
za does not appear at all, cf. examples 71, 72, 73.

3.3.7. Conclusions: Adyghe as a pronominal argument language?

1. For argument-focusing within dependent predications, the type of the focused phrase is much
more important than the type of the dominating phrase: absolutives are strongly preferred if we
try to focus a constituent within a referential phrase (case-marked);

2. Absolutives demonstrate their specia status aso in the zo-marking of the topic phrase: it
remains unmarked not only in case of the focusing of an absolutive NP, but also in case of the
focusing of an absolutive within another absolutive.

3. The opposition of adjuncts and complementsin ara-construction is very weak, if present at all.
Most dependent clause markers allow argument-focusing both when “governed” by matrix
predicates and when used as “true” clause adjuncts.

4. Almost al types of dependent clauses alow focusing of their constituents.

5. The hypothetical “focus-movement” violates the island-constraints: focusing is possible within
clause adjuncts and within indirect questions.

e no focus-movement at al?

We dedl here with the basic sentence construction (50). Some special properties of thisconstructioncanbe -~ { 1ologtooooooooooo00|.|.|pmqn: J
attributed to the lexical features of the are-predicates. T~ { -
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o the “predicative” way of encoding argument-focus relations is typical of polysynthetic
languages.

Jdlinek explainsit by the Pronominal Argument hypothesis: pronominal arguments are rigidly built into the
predication to encode the predicate ~ argument relations. That iswhy languages like Lummi (58) and

Adyghe use the most basic mechanism of sentence generation: they identify the focus of the sentence with its -
main predicate.

ABBREVIATIONS

1,2,3-1% 2™ 3d person; A — transitive subject (agent); ABS — absolutive; ADV — adverbial (-ew); ASS —
associative; BEN — benefactive; CAUS — causative; COH — coherence particle; CONC — concessive; COND —
conditional, CONV1 — converb -§; CONV2 — converb -tje; DYN — “dynamic” prefix; ERG — ergative; FACT —
“factive” valency; FUT — future; INSTR — instrumental; INV— “inverse”; 10 — indirect object; LOC — locative;
OBL — oblique; PL — plural; POSS — possessive; POT — potential; PR — possessor; PRT —“participial” suffix -re-; Q
— guestion particle; REAS — cause/reason; REL — “relative” prefix -zo; REV — reversve suffix -z%s; SG —
singular; sSIMUL — simultaneity; SO — intransitive subject/trangitive direct object (absol utive argument).
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