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THE AUTHOR IN NATIVE DRESS

FOREWORD
By sn oLrvERwARDRop
HEN, on the r6th of February r94o, at Oxford,John
Baddelel di.9, this book was ready for the press. His
good friend Sir CharlesHagberg Wright was askedto
write a foreword and was alreadyat work on it when he too died.
The finishedmemoir to his friend which followswas to have been
contributed to the pagesof Georgicaand was probably the last
article he ever wrote.
we have before us a thing of beauty, adornedwith clear maps,
fine plateswhich were drawn by the iuthor himself, written in a
simple,scholarlyway and revisedagain
-It and againwith a keen sense
for accuracyand--felicity
of phrase. is the pioduct of many years,
basedon carefully kept diaries,and is a worthy monument to its
author, who had earlier made his mark by twb first-rate works:
lussla, Mongolia,and China (r9t9), on which the Gold Medal of
the Royal Geographicalsocieiy-(nowat his old school,wellington)
was conferred,and The RussianconguestoJ the caucasus
1r9Ja;.'
Baddeleywas born on July zSth-,r85+, son of an officer who
servedwith honour in the crimean war and died young, leaving a
widow of rare charm and_exceptionalsocialand intlileciual giftsito
whom till her death, the age of 8o, her sonwascloselykriit.
.at
Af1e1a.stayin Latin Amerlca,wherehe madea lastinglink with
^
spanish literature, he paid his first visit to Russiain i879, with
count Peter schouvaloff,who had been a friend of the r"*ifv since
his arrival in London, asAmbassador,
in r874,
T'hus began a permanent tie with Russia,of which the first ten
years.arevividly describedin Rzugiain the 'Eighties (rgzr), an
autobiographywh-ichhas not yet met the recognition it merits; it is
good history in a fascinatingform.
As corresp3q.lt for the London standard in st. petersburgfor
many years, Baddeleywas in closetouch with successive
Amb-assadors, Dufferin, Morier, and the rest, and helped them much and
enjoyedtheir confidence.
FIe wasvice-Presidentof the GeorgianHistoricalsociety,member of the Royal Asiaticand Hakiuytlocieties, Fellow of th. Royal
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of theselearnedbodies
GeographicalSociet); in the proceedings
and in The Tines (February zrst, rg+o) u'ill be found obituary
notices.
A mere cursoryglancethrough this book u'i1lshowits q'ide scope
and its appealto many kinds of readers:geography,topography,
ethnology, historlr archaeolog|, botany, zoology, folk-lore, and
many other kinds of learning will be enriched by a study of its
pages,and not the leastof its meritsis that it revealsmodestlyin the
daiiy life of travel an admirableman to whosememory it is a duty
and'a pleasureto offer a tribute for his unflagging friendship during
the forty-eight yearssincewe first met in St. Petersburg.
There may be somewho will not like the spellingusedfor proper
names. Baddeley,who was memberof a commissionof expertson
in using
transiiterationandlong conversant
with the matter,persisted
his own systemfor Russianand it need not causeseriousinconvenience. As for the Caucasianlanguages-it n'ould be hopelessin
any book for generalreading to attempt a phonetictransliteration
suchasphilologists
rightly demandfor texts.
The lastten )'earsof his life, quietly spentin retirementin Oxford,
constantlyrn'orkingto perfectthis book, full of memoriesof the farawaydaysspentin the delightful scenes
heresetforth in well-chosen
words, pictures,and rnaps,r\.ere,maybe,as happy as any previous
period of his life, and his untiring effort to achieveperfectionin his
task undoubtedly prolongedhis days and alleviatedthe inevitable
discomfortsof old age. To the end he 'kept his friendshipsin good
repair' and a sharerin one of them will alwaysthink of him with
respectand grateful affection.
Baddeleyleft to the London Library a very valuablecoliection
of Russianbooks and scientificmagazinesdealing with his subject-many extremely rare and some probably unique-together
with a generalbibliographical'index Caucasicus'.
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write an appreciationof Baddeley,to give a full and true
accountof his virtues,idiosyncrasies,
andtalents,and to sketch
I
-L a living picture of the man, is indeedno easytask. Baddeley
wasborn in r 8J4, the secondsonof CaptainBaddeley,of the Royal
Artillery, just when his father wasstarting off for the Crimean War.
His childhoodwas a happy one, though difficult in many ways as
his mother was early left a widow with a large family when he was
quite a smallboy. His schooldays
werespentat Wellington College,
wherehe wasnot only an apt and diligent pupil but a leadingathlete
and an excellentfootball player. Beforehe was sixteenhe played
half-backfor the Schooland subsequently
for Richmond. At school
he developeda love for birds and flowers,greatly stimulatedby a
family friend, Mr. BernardBosanquet(onceHead of Eton College),
of whom he wasa devotedadmirer and through whom his tastefor
travel wasgreatly encouraged.To Mr. Bosanquetone can tracehis
early study of White's Se/borne,Waterton's Wanderingsin Soutlt
Anerica, Darwin's VoyageoJ tlte Beagle,and many other works of
this type. CharlesKingsley,an occasional
visitor to the School,also
madea greatimpressionon him. Baddeley'senthusiasm
for natural
history continuedthroughout his life. As a field naturalisthe specialized in ornithology and botany, making a particular study of British
and alpine flora, while his skill with the brush was shown by his
beautiful paintings of flowers, a collection of which is now to be
found in the London Library.
Ln fi7 r, after a yearspeniin the City of London, during part of
which time he wason the staff of the Obseruer,an introduction to a
Peruvian gentlemanwith interestsin Callao and Iquique seemed
suddenlyto presenta more spacious
opportunity of earninga living,
and he sailedat once for the west coastof South America. Loving
the seaashe did the voyagewasa new and, in spiteof a terrible and
nearly fatal storm, an interestingexperienceto him. But his stayin
that ratherdisturbedcontinentdid not continueaslong ashad been
hoped. In fi72 ill healthdrovehim home. But beforelong a chance
meetingwith Count PeterShuvaloff,the RussianAmbassador,
at a
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familv dinnerDart\'.alteredentirelythe currentof hislife. From the
beginningCount Sirui'alotftook a paternalinterestin him, carried
to Russia,and introducedhim to his family and
him o11ashis gLrest
Iargecircleof friends. After somemonthsspentin untiring study
of the Russianlanguage,the post of SpecialCorrespondent
to the
StanJttrdin St. Petersburgbecamevacant. Count Shuvaloffpersonallvrecommended
Baddelevto Mr. Mudford. the editor of the
he
given
thJ appointment.In ihor. daysof very
Standartl,and was
seriouscrisesBaddeleysent much information to London which
the Standard was often reluctant to print becausethe news conveyedseemedat variancewith what London thought would happen.
Promptedas he u'asby Shuvaloff,however,Baddeleyneverled his
to
editorsastray,and his knowledgeof the languageand his access
sourcesof information in the highest Russiancircleswhich were
availableto no other Englishmanin Russiamaterially helped to
enhancethe reputationof his paper and lvere not infrequently of
greatuseto the Embassvin St. Petersburg.
A lovablepersonalitvu'on him manyotherdevotedfriends,and he
but with the
\.\'asvery popular not only with Russiansof all classes
English Colonv also. A certain natural diffidencesometimesinclined hirl to be slou'in actionand in assertinghimself. In matters
of scliolarship,hon'ever,his attitude was different. Endowedwith
he investigatedobscuresources
unfailing patienceand perseverance,
of information and puzzledout many abstrusehistoricalquestions,
and his judgements,once formed, showedno hesitancy. His pen,
indeed,was sometimesextremelyseverein its denunciationof inaccurateor misleadingstatementsby certain authorsin whom he
or bias. In his friendshipshe was staunch,
detectedcarelessness
though his intimate thoughts and feelingswere confidedto few, and
he seemeda little capriciousin his likes and dislikes.His outlook on
life wasconservative,perhapsover-sensitiveto the opinion of others,
but he was very kindly and generousin his dealings with men,
in material
though somewhat addicted to that open-handedness
'expansiveness'.
His knowledge
things which the Russiansterm
of Russianand Spanishwas wide and accurate,and he could turn
from the unravellingof a crabbedRussianmanuscript-the Russian
archiveswere on more than one occasionplaced by the authorities
at his disposal-to his favourite Don Quixote for relaxation; and
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French, Italian, Dutch, or German recordsgavehim no difficulty.
But he waswell over fifty yearsof age beforehe finally settleddown
to the literary life to which, by temperament,he was best suited.
During the years that he was Correspondentto the Standard, and
later when he embarkedon a quasi-commercial
careerin Siberia,on
the Amur River, and in the Caucasus,
hisleisuremomentswerefully
occupiedin historical,antiquarian,and anthropologicalresearch,
and in addition he collecteda unique seriesof books and journals
connectedwith the subjectson whiih he specialized:
this collection
he presentedrecently to the London Library. In the unexplored
regionsof Manchuriaand of Asiaticand SouthernRussia,wherein
the courseof business
he travelledwidely, Baddeleybecamefamiliar
rvith the mannersand customsof the people of the various races
aroundhim aswell aswith the ethnologyand archaeologyof these
regions. Thesejourneys enabledhim to gather togethera massof
informationfrom hitherto entirely unexploredsources.
FIe will be known to the scholarsof England and the Continent
for a long time by his great work Russia,Mongolia,and China. This
was publishedin r 9 r 9 in a limited edition and was at once recognizedasa work of suchexceptionalmerit that the Royal Geographical Societyconferredthe Victoria Medal on him. I do not propose
to reviewthe book again-that hasalreadybeendone by competent
hands-but one saiientfeaturedoesnot seemto havebeendwelt on
sufficiently. In undertaking this study of Russia and i\{ongoiia
Baddeleyfollowedthe methodof Hamel, the RussianAcademician
u'ho cameto Englandwith Alexanderthe First. Just asHamel ransackedthe archivesof this country and uneartheddocumentsand
manuscriptsdealingwith early voyagesand expeditionsby English
merchantsexploring the White Sea and the shoresof Russia,so
Baddeley,an Englishman,went to Russiato examinethe Russian
records,and he gaveto the West the story of Russia's'Drang Nach
Osten'with many hithertounknowndetailsof the travelsand adventures of the envoys. He addedexplanatorynoteson racialhistory,
geography, and ethnography, and here, too, is to be found much
that was unknown to Western Europe. The book has also a fine
collectionof reproductionsof rare mapsobtainedin variousiibraries
in Russiaand elsewhere.I{oticeableamongthesearethe previously
unpublishedKalmuk mapslent by the University of Upsala. The
b
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generosity.
of the Librarian who entrustedtheseunique treasures
to
Baddeleyis in itselfa tribute to the opinionheld in Europeof his
scholarship.Notable,too, is the index, which is a modelof what an
index shouldbe, and must, in itself,have entailedmonthsof u,ork.
Baddeley'sfirst attempt at authorshipdatesmuch farther back
than his R'ussia,
Mo_ngo/i),
and china. In r9o8 he brought outThe
RussianconguestoJ tlte Caucasus,
a full and detailed aciount of an
episode-inRussianhistorywhich, though generallylittle known, fills
a mostimportant role in the story of Russia'sexpinsionin the Near
East._In_lighter vein is his Rusiia in the'Eighiies, which has been
alreadyalludedto. It is a sketchof the politici of Russiathroughout
that period and should be useful to liistorians of the future"even
though it is happityinormingled with sportingreminiscences,
for as
* yj."lg man he was a_keenand
shot
wiih
both
rifle
and
gun.
_good
This presentwork, the child of his old age,revealshis geniusis an
artist as well ashis capacity as an explorei. For all the illustrations
arereproductionsof drawingsmade6y himself,,and they were made
by a tech:riqu.e
peculiarlyhi9 owq. In additionto theseivorks,many
pape.r:of his have beenpublishedin the journalsof the Royal Geographicaland CentralAsianSocieties.
ryT up, Browning'slinesseemto me appropriate
of Baddeley's
life and character:
one who neverturnedhis backbut marchedbreastforward,
Neverdoubtedcloudswouldbreak,
Neverdreamed,thoughright wereworsted,
Wrong would triumph,
Held we fall to rise, are bafled to 6ght better,
Sleepto wake.

He died, beforethis book could appear,on the r 6th of February
in his 86th year.
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EARLY JOURNEYS
- 'y'lexanderIII - Permissionto ,uisit Central
Kertch to EAaterinodar,- (6117ga7x-gold
'lsia - Sport and brigandage- Bolhara - Death of an EmperzT- ,{v7 alliterailae
dainty - The oil-boom- Brigands again - Karaboulak to Grozny - Ingooshwals Baku, Derbend, Petraasl - Ourousbi- Prince Barititinsly - '( nsupoil-feld - More
- ll[611v1s6in
- I4adiiavhaz.
about Grozny - Tchetchen5
Jews
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town of Ekaterinodarlis, or was, administrativelyin
the Caucasus;
it is situated,moreover,on the river Koub{n,
I
I
and the head-waters
of the Koub6n are fed, directly, by the
glaciersand snowsof Elbrous;sothat, havingpostedto Ekaterinodar
and backin r87g after sailingan openboatacross
the Straitsof Yenikald from Kertch to Tamanskaya,f may, and even must,count this
shortjourney asmy introductionto the Caucasus,
though it occupied
rather lessthan three daysand nights, during which I sarvlittle or
nothing either of the mountainsor of the tribesinhabiting them.
Yet the drive was not without interest. We stoppedto change
horseson the way back at an early hour in the morning, and there
recomwassomedelayaboutit. To passthe time, at the postmaster's
mendation,I strolled acrossthe fields to a farmhousetemporarily
and there saw,set out on
occupiedby Governmentarchaeologists
shelvesand tables,the greaterpart of the contentsof a kourgan,or
funeral rnound, recently opened,including gold ornamentswhich
were afterwards,and presumablystill are, amongstthe treasuresof
the Hermitagecollectionin St. Petersburg."
It wasnot until r888 that an opportunity occurredof adding to
my personalknowledgeof the Caucasus.In that year the Emperor
AlexanderIII paid a visit to his dominionsin thosepartsfor the first,
and, asit proved,only time after his accession.I precededhim, and
afterwardsduly describedin the columnsof the Standard the chief
episodes
of a brilliant'progress',from the arrival at Vladikavkazto
the departurefrom Batoum,which took placetwo days beforethe
t Now Krasnodar.
2 My readers,if they have not done so already,should, if they take any interest at all
in thearchaeologyand history of south-easternEurope, turn to ProfessorRostovtzefPs
most remarkable and illuminating book Iranians and Greehsin South Russia, Oxford,
Clarendon Press,r9zz.
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T R A V E L S IN THE CAUCASUS
railway accidentat Borki in south Russiawhich so neady costthe
lives o? their Imperial Majestiesand of all their children,including
the late Emperor,NicholasII. The Russians
of that day attributed
their -escape
to a miracle,the occurrenceitself to a Nihilist attempt
-in both cases,I think, erroneously.
This time I not only sawthe centralMountain Range,to which
alonethe name'Caucasus'was
formerly applied,but crossed
it by
the GeorgianRoad,spendingfour dayson the way, asall the postal
relayswere taken up for the Emperor'skitchen-staffand I waslucky
in persuadinga Vladikavkazfly-manto takeme across
in hisphaeton,
the total distancebeing r34 milesand the height of the pass7,805
feet.I I saw the representatives
of the tribes, assembledit Tiflis in
all their varied and highly picturesquecostumes,from the peaceful
gaberdineof the Mountain Jew to the chain-armourof the Toush
and Khevsour,and waspresentat the magnificentball given by the
noblesof Georgiain the capitalof that country, in honour of the
Tsar; I sawthe'eternal'fire relightedon the shoresof the Caspian
for the latter'sespecialbenefit,and tended by F{indoo usurers-imported from Bokharafor the occasion;and on leavingthe Caucasus
a t B a to u msa i d n o t'fa re well!' bvt' au r eaoir !' ,as Elbr ousand his
vassalpeaksfadedfrom sight over the dark watersof the Euxinefor the enchantmentof the mountainswasupon me and I had made
upty mind to revisitthem at the earliestpossibleopportunity.
The yearspassed,hor,r'ever,
and it was not until lhe autumn of
r894 that the opportunity came. Central Asia had then long been
a forbidden country to Englishmen,and in view of Enfland's
attitude towards Russiain the East the prohibition was a natural
one; but exceptionshad been made,the most notableof all quite
rceently. i\1tyfriend Colonel (now Brigadier-General)
WaterJhas
2
told us all about that so I need not go into it again here. But
there was another case. The Hubbards, lvho owned cotton and
print-mills in, and near, St. Petersburg,had established
agencies
as
far southasEriv6n and asfar eastas Khokand, r,r'herecotton-growing already gave signsof the prosperityit subsequentlyattained.
' Tlg height hasbeenvariouslystated,even experts
blundering,the reasonsbeingthat
.
the road itself hasbeenlowered more than once,while the heighiof the Cross-mou-ntain
aboveit has sometimesbeen taken for that of the Pass. The differenceis not sreat.
2 In Seret and Confdential, Londonl
John Murray, 19z6.
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Their enterprisewas recognizedby the RussianGovernment as of
nationalimportance,and my friendJohn Hubbard had obtainedpermissionto visit, for business
purposesonly, Turkestan and Ferghana,
accompanied
by his Moscowagent-Strother. When he suggested
that I shouldgo with them I took up the idea with enthusiasm,
but
an applicationto the British Ambassador
for assistance
in obtaining
the necessary
permissionmet with a firm, though kindly, refusal:on
the excellentprinciple,as Sir Frank Lascelles
explained,that to ask
for anythingthat will certainlybe refusedis,asa rule,bad diplomacy.
I had hardly expectedanything better,and for the momentput the
projectaside,but I hadmorethanoncemet the War Minister,General
Vannovsk/, out shooting,and had found him quite inclined to be
friendly; so,a day or two later,I marchedboldly into the lVar Office
and askedto seehim. An aide-de-camp
inquired my business,
which
I briefly explained,and within five minutesI was admitted to the
presence.The Minister, having listenedattentively,saidhe had no
objectionat all to my going, providedthat I gave my word not to
travel beyond the areaalreadydefinedfor my companions-which
meant,of course,to make no attempt at approachingthe debatable
Afghan frontier-land;for form'ssakehe would haveto consultBaron
Vrevsky,Governor-General
of Turkestan,but madeno doubt of his
consent. He wouldsendhim a telegram,andif I camebackin a week's
time the answerwould be ready. I went backaccordinglyand found
a written permit awaiting me-so simplewasit-and I could not refrain from walking on to the Embassyand flourishingthe document
beforeSir Frank'skindly eyes. Looking back,it seemsprobablethat
the Russianargumentwas-if we allow England'ssingularlyastute
military attachCto visit Central Asia, what harm can there be in
permitting this much lessdangerousEnglishmanto join the purely
business
expeditionwhich we havenot only allowedbut encouragedl
In any case,thus it was that in the autumn of l8g+ I revisited
the Caucasusand again crossedthe Main Chain. I also drove from
Akstaf6,eastof Tiflis, to Eriv{n; and,having seenthe snowsof Ararat,
crossedthe Caspianand visited Bokhara, Samarcand,Tashkent,
Khodjent-'Alexandria the Farthest'-xnd Khokand.
At Baku after dinner (Oct. zSth) Hubbard's lawyer, a Russian,
sat with us awhile and gave us someinterestinginformation as to
sport and brigandagein the Caucasus.He had arrived that evening

TRA\/ELS IN THE CAUCASUS
from Petrovskon the steanrerA/exattderIIr, our next day's boat,
a n d l va se n th r.rsi a sti
o ncth e subjectof the,Autumnflieht,dor ,vn
the
westernshore,aboveand below Derbend,q'here tf,e slvirnming,
rvading,and running birds passed
by in numbersbeyonclcomoutition..To bagthirty-gr.1!bustards
in a dayto onegu,r*r, 'ot tho^ught
.ruch of a feat; of localbi,r{s,pheasants
werecommon,but giv.rito
running,andrvithoutgooddogsdifficultto flush,andin the c"aucasus
gooddogswerescarce. A Vladikavkazsportsman,
the localcleltistif
I qgqe.mberrightly, yent after the Megiloperdixiaucasirar(the miscalled'mountain-tu$e-y')one spring,whln thesemagnificint birds
were saidto sing melodiously,and wrote a letter aboui it which was
printed in Priroda i orthotu('Nat.rre anclsport'). He had obtained
someeggs.and put them under hens,hoping to bnjoy sweetsinging
next yearin liis own garden,but q'ith what iesult oui friend didnoi
know.2.Thepra.tincole*'as to be folld near Erizavetpol;the pretty
francolin,unluckilyfor itself'mostdelicious
of all gallino..ou,bircls'i
alongtlie micldleKo.ura. ,o big ganre,he hadleen presenrat one
l!
hunt n'hen a leopardu'askilled by a solclierrvith his , Berdanka,+at
a distanceof eight
_1- lucky shotin the head.The only other
leopardhe knew oflgd.,
had killed a iportsmanin full view of his companions,who were, unfortun"t.ly: separatedfrom him by a deep
r.avi19and just out of shot-whith miae things equal! B.urr, oi.
the higher ground, were plentiful, but small .6-par.d to thoseof
Russiaproper;in the lowlinds wild boarsabounded,and it wasthe
practiceto hunt them with two or three houndsonly, and a large
packof mongrels;the reasongiven being that many dogswerekill;d
caspiahasa more southerlyhabitat. Radde,Gusrav, ornis caucasica,
,-)^^Tn:"(:
Nassel, I dd4.
Benert'ylSen,
&c.,vol. irp. 4r4, refers.to.thisbird,evidentlnbut k'ew not
,llll"rl nor couldhe
rts _
name,
get a sightof it, alir-eor dead.Accoidingtn hi, infor*antsit
r';histledat.the,sight ma.n_1ndllutg?r warni'g to thewild go.its(touri).J'he
osse9f
or the ascentof oneof the
:1.."up". j.t'yllargfri and Mr. FlarordRaeburn,rn speaKrng
Tsei aiguilles
(thehighest,r 31884ft.) in the edai-KrLoktrgirp, *ri,.., , It wasnarned
" Ullalgh kllokh-"fr"omtheibundanceof thebirdfor whichthatis the
nativename.This
is,theGreatRock-partridge.
It islike a huge,ptarmigan-,
b.utpossesses,
instead
of thefrog.li,kecroak.ofthat bird, a loud,clear,musiial-scale
i"ttiitl. *rti.rt pit! round the rocfs
above.the,high
camp.(9ro-oo
ft.) jusi at.dawn.'JournalR.G.S.,nl"i.h rgr5, p. rg7.
.t Radde,ap.cit. The Russian-nam
e is touratclh.
I l'he Russian
servicerife duringmanyyears,a cornbination
of the Albini-Braendlin
:rndctrassepot
rifes, in'entedby col. Beidin, air American(cent,Di:t.).
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and thosethat had any breedingmust be sparedasmuch aspossible.
On the plainsantelopeswere numerous,a small species;there was
a larger one in the hill-country.
As to brigandage,there was none in Daghestan,and any there
rnight be in the mountains,generally,resultedmore often than not
from the applicationof the Russianpenal codeto blood-feudcases.
A man who had killed his enemy, Quiterightly, even ineluctably,
from his own and his countrymen'spoint of view, would, when
threatenedwith the Siberianmines for a period of years,take to
brigandageinsteadand becomean abrek,an outlan',for whom highway robbery was the only possiblecalling.' T'he one really 'bad'
country wasTchetchnia,especiallynearGrozny. Our lawyer-friend
wasoncecarrying Rs.4o,oooof Governmentmoneythereand, foolalior,ved
his driver to absenthimselffor an
ishly, at one post-station,
hour on someflimsypretextor other.The resultwasan ambushlater
on in a woodedravine by four robbers,who all fired at him; but,
havingnothing betterthan old flint-locks,ail missed.'The driver had
jumped off his box, but luckiiy he had left the reins acrossit, so
I seizedthem and startedthe horses.One of the robbersattempted
to stop them but I droppedhim with a chargeof buck-shotin the
right shoulder.I then got the tearngallopingand mademy escape.
All four robberswerecaught.' In anothercasean officerand his son,
a schoolbolrw€re returning to Grozny from camp a few miles off
when both wereshotdeadfrom behind by two nativesthey hadjust
Thes'emen, too, were caught,and when askedwhy they had
passed.
committedsucha wantoncrime,saidfrankly that they had challenged
eachother as to whether they could hit or not, and, being doubtful, tried !
'But nothing would induceme to live elsewhere
! fn Russiathere
is no room at ail; whereveryou go, shootingor huntingr /ou come
' According to Maxime Kovalevsky the abrels derived solely from the family basis
within the family. Hence
of the tribal societp which could not admit of blood-vengeance
parricideand other such crimesled at most to the exclusionof the perpetratorsfrom the
family circle and destructionof their housesand other personalproperty to induce selfbanishment.They becamein the fullest senseof the word'outlaws', abreks.They were
wanderers,of necessity,and homeless. A thousanddangersattendedthem and should
they fall victims to robbery or murder none would avengethem. Zakon i obuitchai,vol, i,
p. 4o. For a striking case of parricide and further referenceto Kovalevsky, seevol.
\ pp. t73-4; but the term abrekwas usedmore looselythan this in my day, and many
abrekswere merely escapedprisoners.
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upon someotherperson'sproperty', which is exactlywhat my friend
Count Shouviloff said to me of England ascomparedwith Russia,
and, of course,with much more reason.
The story of my visit to Central Asia is beyond the scopeof this
book, yet one incident may be told. Arriving at Bokharatowards
eveningwe found quartersin the stationhotel. The bedroomswere
all occupied,but we had the billiard-roomto ourselves,
Hubbard and
I sharingthe table while Strotherslepton the floor. ltrearby wasthe
houseof the RussianResident,at th;t time the well-known-traveller
Lessar;the native city lay some r r versts awayover the plain. We
decidedto call on him next morning and pay our respects
asearly as
might be so as to have the rest of the day for our first visit to what
was then, perhaps,the most fascinatingof all the great Oriental
bazaars.The night passedwell enough, but at breakfastmy companionsreceiveda telegramannouncingthe death of the Emperor
AlexanderIII, and what had beenmeantasmerepoliteness
became
an obligation.\Ve learnton inquiry that ro.3o a.m.wasthe earliest
hour at u'hichrvecouldhopeto gain admittance
to'his Excellency'.
We chafeda little at the lossof precioustime, but therewasnothing
for it but patience,and half-pastten wasstriking aswe strolledover
to the Residency. A sleepy,slipshodservanttook our cardsand
disappeared
through a curtained-dobrway;
we listened;someone,
evidently,wasbeingroused,not without difficulty. Again we waited
patiently-ten minutesor more; then the door openedand Lessar
in dressing-gown
and slippersmadehis appearance,
shookhandsall
round, and apologizedgood-humouredlyin excellentEnglish for
the delay.andfor his deshabille,
saying'go to Rome, you know,
and . . .'. As, however,we utterednot a word, and looked,no doubt,
preternaturallysolemn,he broke off abruptly, saying'but is anything the matter,gentlemeni' Hubbard, who actedas spokesman,
saidin feelingtones:'We havecome,your Excellency,to offer you
our mostsincereand heartfeltcondolences
on the sadoccasionof . . .'
Lessar.'CondolencesiSad occasiontWhy, what has happened
i'
Hubhard.'I can assureyour Excellencythat the death of His Imp e r ia lMa j e sty...' L e sw r . ' The Em per ordeadi Good God!'
Hubbard.'f fearthereis no doubt aboutit; we receivedthis telegram
two hourssince,'showingit. Lessartook in its contentsat a glance,
struckhis foreheadwith the palm of his right hand and madea dash
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for the curtainedbedroom; we heard the rustling and tearing of
paper; booksfell or were thrown from a table. A few momentslater
he camebackholding a sheafof openedtelegramsin his hand saying
'It is true, gentlemenr
breathlessly:
Quitetrue. His Imperial Majesty
died yesterdayafternoonin Yalta. You will excuseme I know-I
mustput on full uniform at onceand drive off to the city to announce
the sadeventto His Highness,the Amir. Later on, if thereis anything I can do for you pray commandme-for the present[shaking
handsagainall round] good-bye,good-bye,good-bye!"
We drove to Bokharaand at lunch enjoyeda dish of superlative
excellence-roastquailsand quinces,sometwenty of each,setalternately round a vastoval platterof boiledrice.
. I did nothing at all in the way of travel in 1895 and the only
journey of any interestI made the following year was one to the
Bogoslovsk
iron, copper,and gold minesin the Ural Mountains,on
behalfof Messrs.Cammell& Co. of Sheffield(now Cammell-Laird),
who had thoughts of establishingsteel-railand armour-plateworks
z A year
there. But nothing cameof it-luckily for thern,I suppose.
or so later the 'oil-boom' beganin the Caucasus
and in the summer
of r 898 I joined a smallsyndicateof St. Petersburgfriendswho had
it in mind to take their chancewith the restin that business.It was
in their interestthat I mademy next few journeysto the Caucasus,
with the objectof examiningand reportingon likely plotsand claims
in variouslocalities;and though, owing partly to want of luck but
moreto want of capital,financialsuccess
wasnot achieved,f, personally, profited by the venturein a mannereven more to my liking;
for whetherdirectly,on business
journeys,or indirectly,when I took
advantage
of enforcedleisure-due to delaysinseparable
from negotiationscarriedon betweenBaku,St. Petersburg,and London-to visit
the tribesmenin their mountainrecesses,
I managed,thanksto'oil',
to seea greatdealof the Caucasus,
asthe followingpageswill testify.
.t KhalatrinTaryar the outer robeof male apparel,meansin Russiana dressing-gown,
whence khalatnyr'slovenly'. But Lessarwas no Oblomoff, as even the slight noticesof
his Central Asian activitiesthat are to be found in my Russiain the'Eightier (pp. rzo,
r2rrand t3r) sufficientlyprove.
2 am omitting a visit to Sevastopolfor the LH.P. trials-eminently successful----of
,I
the battleship Tre Sayateetelya,engined by Humphrys, Tennant, of Deptford, whose
agent I was in Russia. I went on to Batoum and Baku and crossedthe mountains,but,
on that occasion,confined my attention to business. This was in 1896.

TR.AVELS I}T THE CAUCASUS
The first of thesejourneys took placein the autumn of r 898, when
I reached \rladikavkaz on October 5th and was met bv Ourousbi,
an Ossetine,to rn'hornmy friend Frank Medhurst had telegraphed,
and by \rladeemir Seme6novitch l{itabukh, a Jew oil-land broker,
instructed by Mr. Klein, of Baku.
In the course of conversationNitabukh said: 'The brigands are
qtrieter now, but they have been very bad lately. I,{itc/tendl (No
matter!) I have a "Berdanka", so has my Cossack,who will meet
us to-morror,vat Karaboulak station with horses,and drive you to
Groznv next dav. I have also a revolver !'
Thoimmediale mention of brigands, rifles, and revolversis of interest becausethat chord or triad proved to be the leit-mottJ, so to
speak,of existence,within certainlimits, in the north-easternClaucasus
as long as I continued to visit it, a sound now faint and low-the
merest murmur-now sharp and loud-a very tocsin of alarm-and
rising and falling between through all the range of the gamut. There
will be abundant evidenceof this in what follorn's,so that I need give
no particulars here; br.rtthere $'ere certain qualificationslvhich have
not, I think, been put for',vardhitherto by non-Russian writers, at
least, the knor,vledgeof rnhich, none the less,is essentialto a proper
understanding of the case. To begin r,l'ith, a definite line must be
drawn betweenthe mountaineersof Daghestan-not the mixed population on the Caspian coast-and the people, for the most part of
Tchetchen race, inhabiting the country composedof forest-cladhills
and cultivable plains or grass-landsfarther north. The Daghestan
mountaineersin the past raided their enemiesand committed, as did
all the others-and all Europeans in their time-endless atrocities,
but they were not in my time addicted to brigandage. The Tchetchens were. Brigandage with them was the very breath of their
being, and of this I shall adduce more than one striking proof. F{ere,
again, however, qualification is necessary.The very men who would
rob and kill without compunction within sight of Vladikavkaz or
Grozny would, if, as well might be the case,they came from the
higher and remoter districts, refrain in their home-land from any
such crimes. The reasonusuaily given rvas that the communities to
u'hich they belonged being, except in casesof rebellion, left pretty
much to themselvesby the Russianauthorities,had no wish to draw
the attention that must inevitably have followed upon the robbery
B
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and rnurderin their midst of strangers,whoeverthey might be. But
this was lessthan half the truth. The traditional, unwritten laws of
hospitality made up the rest, aswill presentlyappear.The net result
wasthat to drive or ride-no one, of course,walked-in the lowlands
of Tchetchniawas alwaysto run a very seriousrisk of being robbed
and murdered, and the nearer the town the greater the danger;
whereas,
onceyou had enteredthe mountainregions,ifonlyyouknew
the ways of the people,you were as safeas-even saferthan-in the
most civilized countriesof Europe. 'The ways of the people'is,of
course,anotherqualification,but againa very necessary
one; as,however, my whole story is largely an expositionof theseways I will not
attempt to explain them here.
The three of us setout next morning (Oct. 6th) by train at /.4j
and found Nitabukh's Cossackfriend waiting for us with a povozka,
a rough springlessplatform on four wheels,at Karaboulak railway
station, 52 verstsNE. of Vladikavkaz. We drove first a couple of
versts southward to the stanitsa(Cossacksettlement)of the same
name,which is that of a Tchetchentribe the great majority of which
emigratedlong ago to Turkey, and discussed
plansover luncheonin
the houseof our driver, where we were to passthe night-or part of
it. The afternoonwasspentin driving to variousplacesnorttr of the
railway to seewhat we could of oil-landsat Nitabukh's disposal. At
dusk we were back at the stanitsaand turned in early, but sleepI
couldnot; for whatwithoil-landsand oil-landprices,boring contracts
and pipe-line charges,Cossackpercentages
and Jew commissions,
with, of course,a running accompaniment
of brigandsand brigandage,my brain wasin a whirl. ft wasall very novel and pleasurably
exciting, but the result was that when rousedat half-pasttwo I had
sleptbut a coupleof hours. We drankcoffee,andat 3 o'clockOurousbi
and fr leaving Nitabukh-who wasreturning to Vladikavkaz-asleep
in bed, startedwith our Cossackhost by a vague and misty moonlight to drive over and along the hills of the Soundjarange to Grozny,
a distanceof 7S versts(5o miles. SeeMap V).
Frequently,aswe went along in the semi-darkness,
we met carts
drawn by oxenandladenwith producefor the market at Vladikavkaz,
their coming betrayedlong beforethey were in view by the creaking
of their axles.The natives,by the way, as Generalvon Blaramberg
saidof the l{ogais,when you askedwhy they did not greasethem,
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a n s w e re d ,'w h ysh o u l dw el we ar e not r obber s!' whichmight or
might not be tme.I But thesewere Cossacks,
for asfar asMikhiilovskayau'e drovefrom one stanitsato anotheron the southsideof the
rails'av,and I noticedthat in every casethe ownersstalkedboth in
front of and behind their carts,with rifles ready and often with
sq'ordon thigh. Now and then we passedone or more horsemenin
bourfrosandbas/tlyZ-r,
the latter half-hiding their faces.zTheir unshod
horsesmadelittle noiseon the soft ground and thev cameon us like
ghostsout of the mist and darkn.rr.ih.r, we wouldiighten our grasp
on barreland grip, and sit readyfor all eventualities
until brief salutationshad beenexchangedand the doubtful figureshad disappeared
behindus. consideringwherewe wereand the time of day, oi^night,
'the Robber's
shirt' asthe Laks: call it,what morelikely than Ihat
someof them at least'uvere
seekingadventures
not unconnected
with
visionsof unla'"r'fulgain? but a sirigleglanceof the eagleeyeswould
tell them that our fcr;czkocarriednothing but three-en, of whom
t\\'o at leastu'eren'ell arnred,ond rear/,v
l-The games'asnot u,orth
t
t l r e ca n d l e
Ar--r9thesegentrv the onlv rarionalprincipleon u'hicha stranger
travelling in their country-feu' ever did-could act, rn'asthat of
trusting-entirelyto his guid., for the time being. No one but a
nativeof the Caucasus,
or onewho had spent.nanyy.ars there,could
possiblydistinguishthe brigand from ihe horse-patrolset to catch
him; or, for the matterof that, from the peacefulpeasantor, asScott
wrote of England in the eighteenthCentury,+-eventhe country
gentleman-a native prince, say-out for pleisure,or for businesi.
Indeed,your high\ raymanof the momentmight belong to any one
of thesecategories,
for in Tchetchniaand the border-Iandsyoung
men even'of the bestfaniilies'stillgave \\ray,now and then, and
doubtlessdo still, to the attractionof a calling their forbearsfor
centurieshad held to be the only fitting occupationfor men of spirit
ErinnerungentyoltilP. roI (Berlin, 187z). Yirgil mentionscreakingwheelsin the
^t
Georgics^and
'teneidrwhile the creakingwheels-ofthe-Scythians
*.r" .,ot.i by Herodotus
and by Strabo.
' Seepp. rz6-7.
important tribe of Mountain Daghestan,a.lsoknown as Kazi-Koumoukhs.
_.t f
The latter name has led to their being confirsedby Russianand other writers with the
Tartar 'Koumuiks' a little farther noith.
a Rob Roy, p.
77 (Edinburgh, r88o).
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exceptwar.rThus, in March I9oo, Mr. W'alton,an Englishmannew
to the country, wasstoppedat high noon midway betweenGrozny
and the oil-fieldsby two horsemen,lvho robbed him of his money
and other valuables,and even of his boots.They were afterwards
tracedand caught,and one of them proved to be a 'prince', not a
Tchetchen,of course,for they had no princes,but a Koumuik, the
owner of some thousandsof acresof land in the neighbourhood!
Even if it were not so, all alike tvore &ourkaand bashlyh,with distinctions,if any, no strangercould be expectedto recognize;and the
latter,if alone,unlesshe liked to run the risk of shootinga perfectly
innocent man and becominginvoived in a blood-feud,could do
nothing but keep stiil until all doubtshad been settledby the beand
haviourof thosehe met on the way. If thesewere bad characters
werewith them.They knern'
ail the advantages
really meantbusiness,
did
not. Theirs was the first
their
proposed
victim
intentions;
their
shotand if they were worth their saltthat settledthe matter. Now,
with your guides it was different. The various racesand classesof
men you werelikely to meetwereknown to them, asalsotheir ways
if
and the etiquetteof the road. They, too, were at a disadvantage
attacked,but as natives,and probably picked men, they were less
likely to be so-the robber alsohad the blood-feudto fear-and in
the worst casewould b9 quicker to seewhat was corningand therefbre betterpreparedto meetit than you, the stranger,by any possibility could be. lly own arrangementin'ith my guide or guides,
whether Ingoosh,Tchetchen,or Ossetine,lvasof the simplest-'I1'
you fight I fight; if not I keepstill'-and, unlessin quite exceptional
this wasthe only rationalmode of procedure.
circumstances,
overawedby the
talesof would-bemarauders
As to the stereotyped
nine-tenths
of
one,
of them
the
butt-end
or
even
visionof a revolver,
can be srvallowedonly with a very large grain of salt. He is a poor
sortof robber,in any case,who letsyou'get the drop'on him, when
choiceof time, place,and victim are all his own !z
through
we turnednorth andpassitrg
From Mikhailovskayastanitsz
I So Ovid:'fnnumerae circa gentesfera bella minantur,

tuffil;:Ti
Quaesibinonraptovivere

v. x. 15-16.

2 A classicalcaseis that of Herr Teufelsdrcickh,who when menacedby a huge and
'a
sufficient Birmingham
beardedRussianon the shore of the Arctic Sea,pulled out
r B3,8,p. r 86.
Sartor
Resartus,
London,
ruffian
fl,ed.
the
of
at
sight
which
horse-pistol'
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a natural gap in the ridge, known as wolf's Gare, calleda halt to
breakour fastand afterwardsto examinethe ground in the vicinity;
for here,too, oil-landhad been'declared'and in a hollowjust norlh
of the gap, running westward,therewere poolsof naphthi with the
gasbubbling
-slowlybut constantlyout of them. In piacesreedsrose
thick and-highout of the mixture of oil and water; and on the very
edgg!of
and weedsgrew rank. This spotrvasabout
^thep99lggrasses
r-niles
from
Mikhailovskaya
railway station and z8 by road from
4
9to?ty, keeping north of the Soundjaridge with its iong line of
derricks.
-9.y9ld the gap I rn'asastonishedto see r 6 greit eagles
-ou,
(haragouzh)' all in the air at once, circling majesticallyour,
heads,and very many rnore perchedon hrystaiks, of which from
one spot aloner countedno lessthan r 5o. Lapwingsplayed round
us in flocks,and last autumn, I was told, great rr,r*b.i, of them
perishedowing ro an unusr,raily
early snowfitt. we had reachedthe
ridge just.asthe sun roseand iurning south-u,est
sar,r,
his rayslight
up Kazbekand,in snccession,
the snowysummitsof the N,Iainchain
be1'ond,even to Flbrous,u'hich, r3o miles a\4,?/,glolved for a
nrornentrosy red, in shapea pyramidof Egypt.
Our horses\\'erepoor cattle and it rn'as+ p.m. when at last we
reachedGrozny. N{y object,however,had beenattained.I had seen
for rnyselfthe generallie of all the oil-landsbetweenVladikavkaz
and Grozny
Tq hadgathereda massof informationconcerningthem,
which was all that I had undertakento do for two memberi of thi
oil-syndicatewhom I wasto meetand accompanyover the Georgian
roadlext day on their way to Baku. At 6 p.m.,iherefore,ouro-usbi
and I took train to vladikavkaz,a five hours'journey, to find that
my friends_hadarrived from Moscow that evening,und hud aiready
gone to bed. Nitabukh had met me at the stationand we sat up in
rny hotel, wggking and talking till 2 a.n). At seven(oct. attr; t
startedfor Tiflis.
In the train ourousbi had introducedme to an ossetinecolonel
whoseopiggnr-on the brigandquestionmay be consideredby some
extreme.'The-Ingooshee
ought to be hanged-there areonly io,ooo
of them2-or deportedto Africa; they steil everythingfroni women
' K' i\-. Rossikoff,ZapishiKatLhazsltaao
Otdiilar LR.G.O. (henceforthreferredto as
_
Z1p.)., voJ. xiii, p. z16, says ,{qui/a imperialis; Professor ii{. X. Bogdanoff, ibid.,
2 'Excusez du peu',
,41uila orienta/is.
the Fre.rch say.
"s
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downwards;no, thereis oneexception-pigs! BeingMussulmans
rhey
may not eventouclta pig ! But an fngooshgirl won't marry her lover
till he haskilled five men and stolenonehundredsheepor the equivalent. Tei-Bogu(God's truth) ! The girls gatherin the eveningsand
{ng to the young men,encouragingthem to go killing and robbing!
Yet oncemarriedthey becomemerebeastsof burdenand are beaten
and otherwisemaltreaied." Ourousbiconfirmedthis,to someextent,
telling how Ingoosh girls, when he was young, would sing that a
gallant worthy of their love 'needsno guide on the darkestnight,
no bridge to crossthe Terek'. But his own tribe differed little.
Karghinoff writes of an Ossetinewho, having killed a priest for
'6e1owthe
5 kopeks (a penny), sang a sort of Macp/tersin'sRant
gallowstree' and becameat oncea populai hero.2In, or about, fi64
the Zirtrist outlaw Vara was surroundedin a housein the aoul NovoAtagheeby Russiandragoonsand, after a desperate
defence,killed.
The story was made a song of, and at variousroad-sideplacesin
Tchetchnia stoneswere heapedup to which every passei-bywas
expectedto contribute,cursing,ashe did so,the nativenaVbGoudanat,
who, quite properly,had denouncedhis hiding-place.:Scott'sHighland Wido?{r,
sowarmly praisedby Stevenson,
breathesthe very spirit
of Tchetchen'chivalry', which-was not, of course,that of King
Arthur's Court. At Grozny I had heardof an engine-driverrecently
r Herodotus tells us of the Sauromatian
virgins, ex-Amazons, that they could not
marry until_they had killed one enemy at leasi, Hippocratessaysthree. Taitbout de
Marigny (tr/oyages
en Circassie,Odessa,1835, p. 55f givesa Tcirerkess maiden'staunt
to a would-be lover: 'Why you haven't even stolenu cow as yet !' and, essentially,this
is what Geoffry of Monmouth tells us of Britain's women, that they;would noi'take
as lover any suv. that he were proved three times in war', S.., too, Times, zr Feb.
1936, spear-bloodingin Kenya. Many murders had been committed by men about to
reach the marriageage,as a result of young girls' taunts. Of the present-dayRifians we
learn that'whateier i"iigion may say'onth"e-matter,
a man who hasnot takJn anybody's
life before he is married is not ionsidereda man'. WestermarckrRitual and Eelief in
Morocco,tgz6, vol. ii, p. r z, So,too, in the ScottishHighlands'And now ye arc a manfirll-grown, ye have beenblooded; I'm proud of ye', says Ninian Macgregor to his
friend_Aeneas,who feared he had killed i man. The New Roadrp. r zo (Neil Munro).
of the Ossetines',Mat.rvol. xliv, p. 176 (for full iitle seep. zo,
- _'?'Blo3d vengeance
Note). Burns'sversionis called'Macpherson'sLament-,'the siddestair in all musici
saysa Times leader-writer(Nov. 23, r93z), but the older'Rant'is used in Herd's
ScottishSongsand Ballads,vol. i, p. 99.
r Ippolitoff'sarticle'Theteachingof ZilrandtheZilrists'rGor.rvol.iirp.tT (forfull
.
title seep. 20, note r). Thedate is given asc. 1363rbutVara is statedio have taken
part in the affair at Shaleerelatedpresently,and that was in 1864.
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murderedby natives.The railwaypeoplehad senta telegramabout
it to the war Minister in st. Petersburgand this was expectedto
havesomeeffect,but without much confidence. Generalrathanoff,
Governor of the Terek Province,was condemnedon all sidesas
feeble. In a Tiflis paper,on the 5th of october, it lvasannounced
that he had gone to Grozny on accountof this and other recent
highway robberiesand murders; four days before our arrival, for
instance,a natchalnihdistanttia(section Inspector) had beenrobbed
betweenG33ny and the oil-fieldsof a gold-watcliand forty roubles
in money. PrinceGalitsin,the Governor-General,
wasalsoatcounted
weak,and his rule was-compared
unfavourablywith that of his predecessor,the Grand Duke Michael.
one characteristic-Ingogsh
story wasthat of a boy only
nine years
-He
old who had lately blorvnhis brainsout n'ith a revoive..
hai lost
a few penceplaying at huckle-bonesand to pay the debt had stolen
money-fromhis mother. Shereproached
hini bitterly,not, of course,
for stealing,but for stealingfionr her-a \\,omanand his or,vnmother!
That \\/asulorethan he couldthole.r on the otherhand,a casewas
on recordtof a boy of thirteenkilling his mother'slover.The point
of honour u'ith the Ingooshee,supposed,
unjustly,to be the woist of
the tribes,was perhapsa strange-one,
but can ii be saidwith truth
that peopleare wholly bad who kill themselves,
even the children,
for an idea, howevermistakenl Moreover,an rngoosh,like otheri
of the tribesmen,would sufferdeathasa matterof iourseratherthan
betray-orabandonnot a friend only but the merestchance'guest',
one whose very name he might not know and would assuredly
neverask,a Highland trait again,but glorified.r
we had a pleasantdrive over the mounrains,spenta night in Tiflis
and then went on to Baku, where my friendsiook shii acrossthe
Caspianto revisittheir agenciesin Central Asia.
I lunchedthat daywith Matidvich,of the ' European' oil-company,
and met there a Frenchman,M. Panacier,who said that the oid
Grand Duke Michael (previousiyviceroy) hopedthat the brigands
'
2
,
two

SeeKovalevsky on the Matriarchate. Zalon i ohuitcha|rp.ir
4r.
()ar., vol. iv, art. 'Crime', p. 80.
af the tafte, Note r, and seeNeil N{unro ('Jaln Splendid,p.zog),for,the
\1/l
oblicationsthat lie on every Gaelic household'.
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if
would come to Borzhom,his country-seatin the Transcaucasus;
they did he would invite them to dinner-the brigand-chiefthen
mosttalked aboutwassaidto be a man of education,with charming
manners-justto spitePrinceGalitsin. Everybodyabusedthe latter,
said M. Panacier,and nothing gave so much pleasureto all the
military and officialsfrom the Grand Duke downwardsassomenew
exploit on the part of the brigands. No wonder they flourished!
intendingto
Somedayslater (Oct. 2oth) I left Baku,alsoby steamer,
land at Derbendand drive to Berekei,some20 verstsnorth of that
city, wherefreshdiscoveries
of naphthawere reported.
\,Veleft the Baku landing-stageat 4 p.m. and followedthe coastline in the teeth of a northerly gale. The shoreof the Caspianbeing
in thoselatitudesrocky and dangerous,stearrers,for the mostpart,
kept well out to sea-too far for the land to be clearly seen;but
the losswas not great,for the scenerywas neithervery grand nor
very beautiful, while, on the other hand, there is a specialfascination in a mountainouscoast,passedin review as the vesselspeeds
onward, at just sufficientdistanceto render all detail obscureand
castthe glamourof mysteryoversurf-beatenshoreand cloud-capped
upland.
The captainand other'officerswere, as usualon the Caspianin
thosedays,Swedesfrom Finland, to me a sympatheticrace,so acquaintancewas soon made,and I learnedthat the chanceof being
able to land at Derbendwas a slight one, there being no vestigeof
a port or harbour-at most a miserable,broken-downwoodenpier,
a few yards long-and the seawas rough. I was completelynonplussedat this news,for it had neverenteredinto my headthat there
could be any difficulty in getting ashoreat so famousa place as
Derbend;but, asit turned out, all wasfor the best. At dinner f met
somegentlemenfrom Baku, alsoSwedes,and their companionDaid
the capitalof Daghestan,
Bek,a Koumuik from Temir-khan-Shour6,
who, as luck would have it, were bound for Berekeion the same
errand as myself. They explainedthat the best way to reach that
placewas to go on to Petrovskin the steamer,and there take train
on the railway then building which had just about reachedBerekei.
The line was not yet openedto the public, but a workmen'strain
ran from Petrovskeach morning, returning at night, and through
Daid Bek's influencewe could obtain permissionto travel by it.
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They cordially invited me to accompany
them and to this I gladly
agreed.
- Ne l t mo rn i n g ,a t6 a .m. ( oct. zr st) ,we anchor edabouta mile
from Derbend. A largesailing-boat,
mannedby r,vildJookingnatives,
came out to receivethe mail-bagsand such passengers
as caredto
land; but when r sawthe latter flinging themielvesdesperately
into
the boat, as she surgedup alongsideon the crestsof the rvaves,at
obvious-perilto life or limb, r was thankful not to be obliged to
follow their example. r sent off a telegram or two necessitaiedby
of plan and went on contentedlyto Petrovskby sea,reachin[
*rng:
that place at s p.m., when we succeeded
in enteringthe very baJ
harbolr, in spite of wind and sea,thanks to powerfullenginesfrom
the clyde and the skill and daring of our captain. Anothir steamer,
of the same companl, lay plunging at her anchors,outside, ali
through the night, her decks crowdid with miserablepassengers,
men, \\'omen,and children,over whom the u'avessu,eptcbntinuallv.
As our 'e-ssel
glided up alongthe qual'side,r sau,,itanding theie
to-r,velcome
me, in ansu'erto one of my telegrams,
the"gallant
leady
of
ourousbi,
nrv
sen'ant,
guide,
and
fiiend.-I{y
reacler"s
have
lSurt
alreadymet hirn casualll',but he deserves
betterthan that, and by
way of morecompleteiniroductionI u,ill quotethe followingpassag'e
from one of my note-booksin q'hich I describehim ashe w-"sa litt"le
later on.
'An ossetine
from the 'illage of sanib6,hiddenawayin a narrow
valley on the northernslopesof Kazbek,ourousbi is a irue ,, Gentleman of the Mountains" to g,hom honourableserviceis no shame,
but who would be ready to n'ipe out in blood an insult by u,homsoever offered.The part-ownerof landsand houses,flocksand herds,
andstarsltinti,or head-man,of a comrnunityof nine villages,he is ai
much at homein the guest-roornasin the siable,and aftei grooming
my horseor cleaningmy boots,q'ill take his seatat the diriner-tab[
in the besthotel in Tifis or Vladika'kaz ancitalk to mv guestswith
a naturaleaseand politenessthat in " civilized" countries-u,e
should
deem absolutelyincompatibleu'ith menialemployment.I like to
think that thisattitudeof hisoriginatedin the feudalrelationsbetween
knight andsquire,soplainlyindicatedin someof the ossetine',Nart ,'
stories.IHe candancethe gracefulLesghynka,2
sing a song,and re' Seevol. ii, pp. roz-3.

' Seevol. ii, p. r z.

EARLY JOURNEYS

I

r7

poems. He
cite by the page Poushkin'sor Lermontoff'sCaucasian
canshootwell and ride like a centaur;talks Russianfluently and has
a useful smatteringof Georgian. He has friends everywhere,in all
ranks of life; is not afraid of hard work, though averseto walking;
spirit; and enjoysrough
takesthe goodand the bad in a philosophical
travelasmuch asf do, which is sayinga gooddeal.\\4ren you add to
this the natural courageand devotionof the mountaineer,a good
temper, and a handsomepersonadmirably set off by the flowing
papartha
tcherkesha
with its silverornaments,rich arms,and sheepskin
worn well on the back of the head,it u'ill be admittedthat I have
beenlucky in havins Ourousbiasa companionand friend in somany
of my wanderingsin the Caucasus.'(Seefrontispiece,vol. ii.)
My meetingwith Daid Bek and his friendsturned out to be more
fortunate,even,than I had supposed.We learnedat the hotel that
GeneralPrince Baridtinsky,Governorof Daghestan,was going by
rail next morning to shoot wild boarson the estateof M. Lizareff,
son of one of the heroesof the Turkish u'ar of 1872, and that a
second-class
carriagewasto be addedto the workmen'strain for his
and promiaccommodation.Daid Bek, as a personalacquaintance
nent citizenof Temir-khan-Shourd,had no difficulty in obtaining
the Governor'spermissionto occupywith his friendsa compartment
in the carriage.So next morning (Oct. zznd), havinglaid in a stock
of provisions,we took our seatsabout 6 a.m. and soonafterlvardsthe
trainstarted.BeforelongPrinceBaridtinsky,hearingthat an Englishman was of the partlr cameinto our compartmentand remained
talking to me until we reachedhis destination,somefew verstsshort
of our own. Nothing could well have exceededhis affability; he
assuredme of his friendship for my countrymen; his admiration
for their spirit of enterprise;his desireto seeit brought to bear
on the developmentof Daghestan;and, finding that I could not
be persuadedto join the shootingpartl, gave me a most cordial
invitationto visit him at Temir-khan-Shouri at any time, promising
me all the assistance
in his power,whether I aimed at businessor
at pleasure.
\Vhen the Governorhad beensetdown and driven off by his host,
a well-knownbreederof horses,in a phaetondrawn by a magnificent
troika,the train carriedus on to Berekeiand dumpedus on the line,
therebeing as yet no station,not eventhe cattle-truckwhich served
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assuchthenext time r camethat way.I The oil-fieldto which we were
bound lay betweenthe railu'ayand'thesea,aboutfour milesoff, and
for want of horsesor other meansof conveyance
rve startedto walk
there,but presentlymet a coupleof creaking arbaseachon two large
wheelsand drawn by a pair of buffaloes.with the driverr *e soon
made a bargain to carry us to the solitary hut of the engineerin
chargeof the pioneerboring, but a very fiw momentsof this mode
9_fprogressionmore than satisfiedme, and I again took to my legs.
we passedthrough many ricefields,irrigated from the river Darvakh,
and nearingth! coastfound the land of promisemostlyin possession
of wild boars,_jackals,
and pheasants;
or, in the more ,*r.npy places,
of innumerableswarmsof mosquitoes
and wild-fowl.
The higher untilled ground wascoveredby denseoak-scrub,the
restby brushwoodrgrxss,or reeds;and with the barrensandsof Baku
freshin one'smind it seemedan unlikely placefor naphtha. But one
smallderrick wasalreadyat work, and oifof a dark .olo,t. wasbeing
baied by hand from a depth of 6o'fathoms'.2we examinedthi
neighbourhoodasu'ell asrl'e could vvithouthorsesto ride, and spent
1Lsnight on the hard clay floor of the engineer'shut, after a r.rpp.t
of which the betterpart wasfurnishedby ourousbi,who boughiand
killed a sheep,and made a shashQrt
of ihe titbits. This savoJrydish
consistsof piecesof meat-kidney, liver, &c., for choice-with iayers
of fat between,skeweredand roastedover the glowing emberi of
a rvood fire, the chief point to bear in mind when cooking it being
that the skewer must be kept turning so that the juices Inrt""d oT
d-roppinginto the fire are continuallybasting the m!at. To facilitate
this, two little forked sticksare thruit into tlie ground on either side
of the fire at the proper interval, for the enls of the skewer to
rest upon.
The sltasltlyfr.w aswasheddownby somevery drinkableKakhetinskv
wine; we talkedof oil and many otherthings"tilltired; then,*,r"pp.i
t
first,passenger
train reachedDerbend from petrovsk on Nor,.6th, rggg;
Jh"
regular traffi-c.bega.nfrom Jan._r3th, r899. The first train reachedBaladjari (junction
with the Tifis-Baku railway) Sept. zndi ih" fi.rt through train from Petiovsk reached
Baku otr Sept.gthrand fr_omoct. r3th, r899, regularC'o-municutionwasestablished,
* ,]tt.S^!.Petersburg_and
Moscow were thenceforihconnectedby rail not only with Baku
and Tifis but with Batoum.
' Sazhens.The Russianland-fathom
is 7 English feet, the sea-fathom6 feet as with
us. The arshin is one-third of a land sazhin (28-inches).
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in my hourka,I sleptsoundlyin spiteof the howling 9f-th: jackals
and ioaring of the breakers,and in h*PPy ignoranceof the fact that
I had taken in a stock of fever microbessufficient, a little later,
weight by twenty-threepoundsin as
to reduce my not excessive
many davs.
Nfxt morning (Oct. 4rd) we were up and off at 6 a.m., I on
a sorfy nog, rttiddling painfulty a Persiansaddle. Luckily the.distanceio tht railway wal not great.We caughta workmen'strain at
about
8.45 and reachedPetrovskat z.3o P.m.,the distance,being
8 5 miles. At midnight we left againfor Grozny and arrivedthere at
6-a.m. on October 2+th. There were no vehiclesto be had, so we
walkedinto the town and reachedthe door of an Englishfriend, C-,
handedat the samemomentasa telegraph-boybearingmy message
in at Petrovskthe previousdiy it 3 P.m. I was thus enabledmyself
to put the announlementof my coming in C-'s hands!
i h"a just r z hoursto sparefor Grozny this time-anddrove to the
oil-fields.The talk going and coming was,inevitably,as to 20 Per
cent.,or thereabouti,of brigands,and, as to the remaining 8o per
cent., of oil. At the station, before catching the 6 p.m. train to
Vladikavkaz,I obtainedfrom the restaurantkeeper,a Russian'a very
natives.To hear him talk one
differentaccountof the much-abused
and most
would think the Tchetchens,at least,the mildest-mannered
and had
for
years
charming peopleon earth. He had been there
neverhad inltrouble with them, though he frequentlywent.shgolwasto speaktheir
ing amongstihem, alone. All that was necessary
laiguage,-know how to treat them, and take a little trouble to
**f" good friends,a'kounak'or twor-then all would be rvell;
and, probably,this was not far from the truth, but it wasjust these
'neceisaries'mentioned
solightly that were almostinvariablywanting. Having time to spareI wanderedinto the stanitsa,which was
,.frt*t. from the town, and tried, but in vain, to find screwsfor the
rod in a
soiesof my Finnish boots. Seeinga sort of Castle-Connell
be had
was
to
cornerof his shop,I askedthe bootmakerwhat sPort
and learnedthat the day beforehe had been on the Argoun twenty
miles away and had ciught fifty or more trout, baiting first with
I The cunaccoof Interianorin Della aita de Zychi, chiamati i Ciarcassi, Ramusio,
vol. ii ( I 559), folio r 4o". The dateof his journey appears,still, to be.uncertain. It was
to wliich date see Bibliography.
ntrt p,ilft#d at Venice by Aldus in r5oz,
"s
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worms and then with chopped-uptrout itself,which seemsas bad,
almost,asseethingthekid in its mother'smilk!There werenotroutin
the soundja.,a_muddier river. At the stationI had my first view of
the r{ountain Jeu's,a strange-looking
people,very unlike any others
of the r',rce.
in appearance,
mannercrlnd customs.This rvas'alarge
family of them, men, women,and children,in gaudy crothes,,infs,
and bracelets.They are supposedto have been deportedwholesile
to Daghestanfrom Persiaor Palestine
agesngo,und in r869 numaltogether
in
the
caucasus
2,78o
farnitiei,
of which ,,o4o *.r.
!"t:d
in Daghestanand 453 in the Terek province; of theset-g7in the
town of Groznv.I
We reacheaVtadit<avkaz
at r r p.m. in a densefog.
t Seean article on thern by
{.J. Tchernv, in vol. iii of Sttorniksviedeniio Kavlazt\ilh
Gortsa.Ih('Collected information as to the Caucasianmountaineers'),a very valuable
work in to volumes,issuedsomewhatirregularlybetrveenr868 and'iAAt, i.n..forttt
referredto as Gor. N{iller and Kovalevsky*tellus that'at first they preservedtheir
own
asis prorcd b1'the fbct that St. Nino, wherr>hecarneto GJo'.gi"from
lalguaSe
Jerusalem
held converscwith hcr compatriotsin the town of Urbnis, during iwhole fuonth, in
Hebrew', 'v gorskikh obshtchestvakhKabardee' in l/ielstnil irropui, April rg'g4,
p' 5++. Later on thev adoptedPersianand mingled with it -"ny *orj, tukel from
the dialectsof neighbouringCaucasiantribes,ani also certain Ira'nianelemelts. The
resulting jargon is^called-I'at, according to it. von Erckert (Der Kaulasus und seine
tr/aller,
r8.8Br.p.zr9) the."*"*", tadshil. Seetoo Jol. xx, p.
gbornih
!ip?.ig,
3o, of
materiataf dlya apisa.niyamvestnasteii plemen Kavkaza, the full titf.'oith.
rare and
varuaDleworkr already (page r 3, note z) and henceforth referred to as Mat. AIso for
tull and.up-to-date information ProfessorMinorsky's long and learned article ,Tat'
in Encyclopaediaaf Islam, in future E. of I.
The.term 'peacefulgaberdine'on p..i ante is incorrect. These people,like other
mountaineers,wear the teher&esl1,^ia_carry arms. SeeEssad nr),, bri Kaukasas,
Berlin, r93rr,p-..r07. Chain-maii.as Mr. j. G. [{"n,., has Iately'remindedus, is
i
pleonasm,and I have, rvhere possible,altered it accordinglyin theie pages.
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THE MAMISSON ROAD (1898)
/ start for the Mamisson- Farming under fre -'./breh'
chivalry - Dear siltter The Black Horseman'suraith - Pliny's Gates- Ourousbi's'fin2' - The diaide - ,tn
historical blunder-rl
topographical'puzzle- Leo III, iconoclast-Bird, beast,and
sai7rl- The miracle at Ilori - The 'lsian boundary- On foot to Oni - Koutais The monasterl of Gainat - 't wonderful icon.

T\
TEXT morning (Oct. 25th) we started-Ourousbi and Ito crossthe MamissonPasson our way to Koutais and
| \l
l\ beyond,my engagementto meetmy fri;ds again at Baku
on their return from CentralAsia leavingjust time enough. It was
late,indeed,in the season
for a road culminatingat a height of over
feet,
out
of
repair,
and not kept open in winter; but people
9,ooo
had corneover it from Imerdti quite recently and we hoped for
the best.
W3 wenl.by rail to Darg-kokh station,where a lineiha-'andpair
\\'asin waiting to take us to Alaghir. A little beyond the station,
u'estward,
the river Kambileyevka
joinsthe Terek,whichfrom Vladikavkazmakesa big bendin a generallyNW. directionto the inflow
of the Malka, comingfrom Elbrous,and then runs due east,roughly,
to the Caspian.With us went, the first few verstsof the way, an
Ossetineex-Captain in the Russianservice,an acquaintanceof
Ourousbi's,who found nothing betterto do than to abuseout loud
in a mostviolentway ColonelO- whoseequallyviolent estimateof
the Ingooshtribe I had lately listenedto.z
At Darg-kokh stationOurousbihad introducedme to an Ossetine
n'ho had just shot his fifth Ingoosh robber. He belongedto an aoul
possessed
of an outlying lowland farm which the Ingoosheewere
bent on looting. One attempt followedanotherand the result was
still uncertain;the ownershad swornto defendtheir property to the
iast, and so far had the best of it-the tale of dead and wounded
showeda balancein their favour-but the luck might changeand,
meantime,one wasinclinedto askwhat the Russianauthoritieswere
r A long, low, springless,four-wheeled vehicle, with a central longitudinal back, and
with foot-rests,so that the passengerssat back to back. The length and elasticity of the
frame made up to a large extent for the want of springs.
2 Seep. 12, ante,
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doing- However, fanners, proverbially, must have something to
grumble at, and here there waslittle else,for soil and climatewere
good,-pricesremunerative.Driving along,Ourousbitold me a story
that showedthe abreftin a morefavourablelight than usual. Ridinil
one night alonenearBeslana famousrobberwith severalof his band
barred the road and demandedhis horse. Dismounting, as if to
comply, he drew revolver and rtinjal, thrust one arm through the
bridle and declaredthat he would stabthe horseand shoottlie first
rnan who touched or drew upon him. They could kill him if they
liked, but they shouidnot have his horsealive.The chief then also
dismounted,gravely expressedapproval,and offered his hand to
Ourousbi,who, not unnaturally,hesitatedto take it. The robber
thereuponthrew down his arms and insistedon their becoming
friends,sayingthat sucha djigltit deservedto keep his horse.r
Abreks,said Ourousbi,all had Berdanrifles,whereashonestmen
carriednone-none, at least,lt'hen most$'anted,that is when going
to and from the rnarkettou'nsu'ith their produceor r.r'iththe monev
realizedby its sale,for in suchplacesthe carrying of rifleswas fo/bidden.The cashier,
an Armenian,togetherlr,itha Belgianemployd
of the SadonSilver-leadN{ining Co.-at this time a BeLgianconcern
-had recently beenrobbed of Rs.r o,ooo betweenAlaghir, where
the ore wasrefined,and the mine itself 33 verstsaway.The robbers
weremasked,sopresumablylocaland morelikely than not minersor
workmen belongingto the Company.
-GeneralPotdpoff,in the year r 767,wasthefirst to sendspecimens
of silver-leadore from Ossetiato St. Petersburg,probably from
Sadon,zwhich an anonymouswriter, to whom I shallhaveoccasion
to referTany timesin the courseof this book,twice mentionsasearly
asin t 78r,t while Ztissermann
tellsus that in his timeathe amountof
silverwon there annuallyrvashalf a pood ( r 8 lb. Engl.) at a costof
some Rs.r 5o,ooo, a figure to which even Elizabethanor Paul de
' Djighit is an untranslatableword. It meansone who
can perform all sorts of tricks
on horsebackand is, by implication, a very fine fellow.
2
-Miansaroff, M., Bibliographia Caucasicaet Transcaucasiea,apuit, &c., vol, i, pts.
i and ii (all published),St. Peteisburg, 1874-6. The presentreferenceis to p. 6or.
3
lagebuchr lTSr, pp. 78, ng. For author and full title seeBibliography.
+ Dztadtsat
pyat lyet na Kat,kazie, 184z-67, A. L. Ztissermann, vol. i, r84z-5r,
vol. ii, r 85 r-6, both publishedat St. Petersburg,r87g. Hereafter referredto as 'Ziiss.,
25leart'i presentreferencevol. ii, p,397. But seeBibliography.
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Lamdriesilverat Christie's
but recentlyattained.rLateron the ore
was treated for zinc as well as lead and silver, and a present-day
writer tells us that Sadonis now the only mine producinglead and
zinc in the Caucasus.2
At the works the Companyhad a very fine gardenand orchard,
their russetpearsbeing famous,and deservedlyso.We put up at the
a very filthy one,and Ourousbiat oncesetaboutgetting
post-station,
horsesfor the morrow, which provedto be a difficult business;-butai
last,afterwadingthrough many streets,ankle-deepin mud, he found
a man who had driven him and Frank Medhurston someoccasionnot over the Mamisson,but, I think, prospectinground about-and
with him a bargainwasstruck to provide a troifraof horsesand a trap
of somekind to conveyus as far as Oni'if possible',whencepost-horsesu'ould or should be available for the remaining stagis to
Koutais. llis reportasto the stateof the roadwasnot reassuring,
and
it seemedat leastdoubtful that we shouldget through.
Next morning (Oct. z6th) we madea startat Z.2o a.m.in a dense
f9g which lasted,in spiteof a pretty steepascentall the way, asfar as
Ounal, some 20 versts.We then emergedsuddenlyinto a crystalclearatmosphere
with.speckless
blue sky above,us,a not uncommon
occurrencern mountaincountries-it happenedto me onceevenon
Exmoor-but the contrastwasmore remarkablethan on any similar
occasionI had so far known, for the fog, pearly greyr lal level as
a seabelow us, stretchingaway northward mile beyond mile to a
vastdistance,
with the summitsfirst of the well-woodedlines of the
U_pperand L,owerCretaceous
groups,then of the successive
ranges
of Tertiary formation,shou'ingasinnumerableislandsof an infinite
variety in sizeand contour,aboveit, while southwardsrosethe dark
cragsand snow-peaksof the Kaltber.
_ I regretted having missedseeingthe Nakhas narrows through
the cretaceous
rocks,3beginningsome8 verstsaboveAlaghir, and the
t Bgt on
June-r3th, rgzg, at the Morse Sale,a pair of Charles II plain circular
salt-cellars,r67o, brought {9o per oz.i on Apr. roth, rg3o> aJames I steeplecup and
cover dr3z.per oz.-ion Apr.3oth, r93o, an Elizabethansalt-celiarand cover (i586)
{r16oo, which works out at about dr4o an ounce,and in July of the sameyear thL wilbrahamcup(Elizabethan)made{r65peroz.(TheTimes).InthelongrunfheAmerican
millionaire's dollar beat the Russianautocrat'srouble.
2 Gambashidze.rD.,Mineral Resources
of Georgiaand Caucasia,r9t9 (Engl.).
3 D€chv, Moritz von, Kaukarus, vol. i, p. 23.
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caveand high-perchedstone-huts
of Bisoin the limestones
( r 6 v.),
the cave,especially,
on accountof the legend connectedwith it,
r,vhichI havenamed
The Robeer'sFriend.
The ossetines
believedthat evenhighwayrobbery,whichwas,soto
say,a compulsorysubjectin the curriculumof everyboy'seducation,
had its patron-saint,Sau-baredjiDzouar,'the Saint of the Biack
Horseman'. This Saint,or his wraith perhaps,if duly propitiated,
would ride in front of the robber on his raven-blacksteed-andsee
that no harm befell him. If, however, the adventurer came back
empty-handedit would be said at home that the Saint, for good
and sufficientreasondoubtless,had refusedhis aid. If, rn'orsestill,
he fell into the hands of his intended victims and was, perhaps,
even killed, peoplern'ouldattribute this in fear and tremtling to
the rn'rathof the Black-rider'sSaint. Yet the *ay to propitiatethe
latter u'as simple enough. A woman of the household,wife or
other, being 'uvarnedof what was intended,had only to prepare
certainvery speciallittle cakesand when they were ready tike one
of them in-hir hand, and castingher .y.r up to Heaven,implore
Sau-baredjiDzouar'sfavour for husband,son, or brother, ai the
casemight be, to secureit-if only the raider himself proved not
unworthy !
His abidingplaceu'asthe cavernat Bisovisiblefrom the Mamisson
road to this day-but not in a fog!'-why'the saintof the Black
Florseman'and
not 'the BlackHorsemanSaint'r cannotquiteunderstand,unless,
asPfaffthought,'u'raith'is meant. In the lttle church
at Nouzal, ProfessorBirkradze,according to countess ouv6rofl
managedto makeout, u'ith difficultv,the name'solrareg'under
the
frescoof st. George,a.d Professor
fr. \Iiller rugg.rt.dan identificationwith Sau-Baredji.'z
St. George,of course,asa christiansaint,
rode a white or grey horse,but in the abovelegendthe colourof his
mountmay have beenpurposelychangedto suit his caliing. I rn'ell
remem-ber
seeingoscarWilde in Rotten Roq'in the middlereighties,
beautifullydressedfrom headto toe in hat, clothes,and bootsof on.
uncommonshadeof brown, ona horseto matc/z!He, too, \l,asa God,
r Shanayeff,'Ossetine Popular Tales ', Gor,,
vol. iii, p. 29.
2 Poutevuia Zamiethi, vol. i, p.
44.
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or hierophant at least-of Aestheticism.rn Moroccor the Sultan
rode a milk-white horsewhen his temperwasunruffied,a black one
when displeased.
The mostfamousbieedsof the Greekswere the
Thessalian,
mainly white, and the Thracian,'n'hollyso,the coursers
of King Rhesosbeing 'whiter than snow and for speedlike the
winds'., Yet Virgil, in a u'ell-knownpassage,
callswhite and dun
the worst coloursfor horses;3 and the black horse,in later times
at least, had many virtues, above all that of averting the Evil
Eye.+ The Abkhazians,by the way, have a specialgod to care for
their dogs, called 'Alishkinte'. 'Evil spirits-fear dogs, especially
black dogs,and the Ossetines
will call an ailing child "blaCk dogt'
so that such spirits may ceaseto trouble it.'s That the'Black
Horseman' of Biso really representedSt. Georgewill I think be
apparentfrom a further identificationI make later on.6
Emerging from the first narrows-as Ourousbitold me: I could
seenothing myself-our nostrilshad been assailedby the unmistakablestenchof sulphurettedhydrogen. A little farther on, riding
near ihe river'sbrink, I couldjust makeout wherea greenish-yellow
torrent of sulphurwater,comingin on the opposite-eastern-bank,
ran somelittle way in a parallel channel,then mingled its turbid
waterswith thoseof the Ar-don. Reading,subsequently,Pliny's
description
of the'caucasianGates'I wasstruckbylts applicability
to the Ar-don. I do not suggestthat he meant that rivei, or anfthing but the Terek, but I do think that the accountsof the two hid
in his time becomemixed.This is what he writes:'Beyondthem [the
sodii] arethe caucasianGateswhich man/: mistakeniy,call caspian
-an astonishing
naturalfeature,resultingfrom a suddencleavage
of
the mountains.The passageitself is barred by beamssheathedin
iron; below,in the midst runs a stinking river, and on one cliff, on
t Westermarck,Ritual and Belief,&c., vol. ii, p. r 8, quoting Mrs.
Banks,,! Memair
2 lliadrx.
3 Georgicr,
af Sir John DrummondHolrp. z16 sq.
bk. iiir l. 8r.
4 Westermarck, ap. cit., vol. i, p.
Yet
a
great
very
authority
attributes
to him
98.
otre unpardonablefiult-h"
cntlot be depended,po'.r to win a iac" ! The Times,
'Racing',
Apr. z9th, r931. But he was wrong as to Hyperion'sfour white feet! At
the time of Timur's extravagantgrief at the death of his favourite grandson,Mirza
Muhammad^Sultan,his men abstained,unbidden,from mounting white or grey horses.
Petis de la Croix, vol. iv, p. 7r.
s BulletinKaal. Ist.-'{rhh.Institutar}[o. p. r9.
6 S e ev o l . i i , p . 1 3 3 .
5,
E
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this side of the gates,is the small fort called Cumania, buiit to bar
the u'ay to innurnerablenations. So that, here, exactly oppositethe
Iberian ton'n of Harmastisone u'hole portion of the u'orld is separated
frorn the other by gates."
are thoseknown in
Nou', the nearest'gates'tomy sulphur-rn'ater
RussianasBatt/cia-tordta,'gatesof Bat', from a neighbouring village
'Bat'.
They are situatedz7 verstsupstreamfrom Alaghir, rZ versts
abovethe sulphur stream.Ten verstshigher still are the better-known
'
crooked gates' (in Ors. Zilin-douar-note the identity of the latter
w o r d w i t h t h e ' b a r ' i n D a r i e l , ' D e r ' i n D e r b e n d ,o l r ' d o o r ' ) , o f
'Flere
there is a
which Vakhusht in the eighteenth century rvrote:
gate ldourl of cemented stoneswith a great arch spanning the river,
and built by the Kings of Georgia to prevent the Ossetinescoming
to this [Georgian] side of the country [or mountains] without permission.'" It is probable, at least,that these narro\n/sof the Ar-don
u'ere gated and guarded from time immemorial, though, in the nature
of things, this route u,aslessliable to be chosenby invaders from the
North than the Dariel and one or two others.
At Ounal the Ar-don is spannedby a wooden bridge leading to
the three oou/sof that name and on over the Kord Pass,eastward,
through Ossetiaproper,to Sanibdand the Georgianroad.Welunched
in the open, 2 \'ersts above the bridge, keeping-as we did all the
u'ay from Alaghir to Nouzal-to the left bank of the river. It was
now, as rve sat and srnoked after eating, that Ourousbi first mooted
his great idea of a ride from the Caspianto the Black Sea between
the Black Mountains and the \\-hite, so called; that is to say between
the dark schistose
rocks flanking the Centralgranites,orin Daghestan
completely covering thenr, and the great n'all of the Jurassiclimestoneswhich on the northern side forr:rsin the centre of the Range
perhaps its most remarkable-thor.r-ehnot, of course,most beautiful
I Hist. Nat. vi, tz (tr). As to Harmastisr'theancient tou'n of Armaz (znd-Ist
cent. B.c.)was situatedon the narro\r',fat strip of land on the right bank of the river
Koura, where are norv the railway station of Xltskhet and the summer-residential
(datchnoe)quarter SW. of it. This district extendseastwardapproximatelyto the old
bridge of l\{tskhet and westward to the little river Armazis-Khev-i.' Bulletin, Kavk.
Ist.-'lrkh. Iasf., Nos. I-3, p. 7 (referring to a Report dated July t3th, ry27).
N{r. W. E. D. Allen writes that'Harmastis'is derived from Ormuzd (Georgian
'
Armazi '). It has been wrongly locatedby European writers near Akhaltsikh and
elsewhere. 'Opposite'here equals,accidentallyr'onthe samemeridianas'.
2 Descriptiottglagraphiguede la Giorgie, &c. (Brosset), 1842.
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-feature. For a line of snowy mountains,howeversuperb,is less
rare than a battlementedwall from 9'ooo to r2,ooo feet high,
deckedlavishiywith turret, keep,and bastion,abrupt on one sidethe south-forits upper4,ooo feetor so,steeplyslopingon the other,
with chasmsthrougE it at long intervalsonly wherein the few rivers
or torrentsfed by the snowsof the Centralor SideChainsflow northward to turn eventuallyleft or right to the Black Seaor the Caspian,
The tour and the'Eternal'snowswefe, so Ourousbisaid,confined
to the schists,granites,and eruptiverocks. On the limestonesthere
were neither tlur nor, in summer,a patch of snow.The limestones
wereforested,chieflyon the north side,with deciduoustrees-beech
or near it,
predominating;the higher ranges,up to the sn_ow-line
with, for the most part, stunted birch and conifers.The flora rn'as
differentiatedin liki mannerand not lessstrikingly. As to colour I
should,perhaps,have saidsoonerthat'Black'in this connexionin'White'the light greens,
cludesall the darkertintsof brownandgreen,
yellow and reddishgreys,and evena fairly deepred, all theseof the
'The
jurassiclimestones,
rn'hich,indeed,in someplacesareknown as
'Black' and 'White' is a
Red Mountains'. Betweentheselines of
valleys-divided from each
of transverse
nafrow trough, or succession
other by colsor passes-thehollowsranging from 3-,oooto 5,ooo
from 5,ooo to 8,ooo feet. Along all
feet abovesea-levil,the passes
thesefrom the Ass6,at least,to west of Kazbek, and somesay as far
schists,
asthe Astouli pass,runs a still narrowerbelt of (i) palaeozoic
giving increaJedfertility.' It is these valleys that, for the rnost
p*rt,1h. mountain trib-esinhabit. llere, through the-ages,safeguarded no lessby the poverty of the soil-or rather the exigu_ous
amount of good ioil available-and harshnessof the climate than
of the country, countlessremtrantsof
by the natuial ir,accessibility
vinquishednations,aswe usedto say'or peopleof one or two great
racesas now appearsmore probable, found refuge or grew up in
comparativese-urity. Here, as innumerablearchaeologicalremain-s
attest,heathenpeoplesdwelt from the Late Bronze Age,at leastrztill
' See the maps in Tchrez glasni Kaalazshi lhrebet ('Across the Caucasian Main
Chain, &c.'), A. A. Inostrantieff, St. Petersburg,r896; and in.Recherchetgiolo-giques
par Ernest Favre, in Neue Denlschriften
dans li pariii centralede la chainedu Cauc,ase,
1876.
tide),
Ziifichr
for
full
Bibliography
(see
'
, Of StoneAge m"n litde is known. The dolmen culture of the northern Caucasus
is of the Early Blonze Age (A. M. TallgrenrtlntitluityrJune r933, P. I96).
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the introductionof Christianityin the thirteenthcenturyor possibly
much earlier,to be overrunyet not overwhelmedby successive
waves
of Khazar and Arab, Persian and rurk, IVIon[ol and rartarIslam in Daghestanbeing permanentlyestablishJdas eariy as the
n-inthcentury. The mountain tribes were none of these,and who
theyxere and are we know not-with one exception,the ossetines,
to whom-may confidentlybe ascribed,though in mattersof raci
nothing is absolutelycertain,a N{ediandescent;they alone being
racially,so far as we can tell, what we call, or usedto call, Indo"Furopeansor.Aryans. For the rest, professorMarr propoundsa
'n'hich,in westernEurope *f l.nlt, hasso
theory of
.'Japhetic'origin
tar met wrth scantapproval-though sincenoneother holdsthe field
or even challengesattention,it should, surely, be given a patient
hearing.
I speakof the northern caucasusonly, for that is all that I have
undertakento deal u'ith; and it r,villI tl-rinkbe acknou,ledeed
that
the humaninterestthere,and not leastin the vallevsand d"efiles
of
o u r ou sb i 's'l i n e ', i s g re a ti n deed.Iluch hasbeen wr ittenaboutthe
tribesfronr'arious pointsof ie*,, much nlore,undoubtedly,lvill be
written; and someda1',perhaps,the variedprobremsthey-present
q'ill be elucidatedmore or leis satisfactorily.Meantime'm'y
own
modestcontributionmay serveto attractattentionin a greate,i.gr..
than heretotbreto couniriesand peoplesbeyondall qriestio'woithy
r
L
of it. That, at least,is my hopeand iesire.
r adoptedourousbi'sidea rvith enthusiasm.From this first mention of it on the roadsideabovethe bridge of ounal it wasseldom,r
may say' altogetherout of nry thoughti; but my time was nor my
own to dispose
of saveno\\ and againfo. not -"ny daysin succession.
The wholeprojectincludeda finar plungedornnih. kodo, vallevto
soukhoumon the Euxine,andthisi.-"i.r, andmustremain,adriam
:al_on. attemptwasbaffledbv unusuallyearly rn6q,-/et but for
the war and Revolutionit migirt and I think ri,ouldhave beenacc.omltr,she!.As it is, I rode on, bit bv bit, frorn the caspiansea to
the Tcheghemriver,besides_covering
much of the countrynorth and
southof our chosenline, and,.*..pting only on the Amiexpedition
in the springof r9or, Ourousbiwent *ith -. all the wav. A b.tt.,
companionI couldnot havehad, I couldnot,indeed,havewishedfor.
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We droveon, and, presently,wheretherewasbarelyroom for the
road betweenrock and river, we met-the only time on thisjourney
of r 5o milesfrom Alaghir to Koutais-anothertroirta,an empty one;
and, asfour horsesat most could be squeezed
togetherabreastwithout risk of disaster,each driver unharnessed
his nearpristiaz/zfraor
'galloper', talking
volubly and impartiallythe while to eachother,to
us, and to their teams,for, were they not RussiansllVe heard no
goodnewsof the pass,but, asthe newcomerhailedfrom Sadononly,
his informationwasnot of much accounr.
Of Ounal and neighbouringplaces,suchasKhoist, Djimee, Arkhon and Mizour,I shallhavemoreto saylater,asalsoof the beautiful
defile betweenthe Sadontorrent and Nouzal, of Nouzal itself, and
of the Tsei valley and Rekom shrine,not omitting the Kasdragorge
with its 'crookedgates'and up asfar asLower Zramag;rfor I passed
this way again three yearslater and stoppedlonger on the road.
From Zramag to the passthe sceneryis comparativelydull and
colourless.
We reachedthe SE. shelter(rtazarma,'barrack'),9
versts
short of the summit,at 6 p.m. by the tight of a nearly full moon,
the weatherbeing perfect,to learnthat not far beyondihis point the
road was blockedwith avalanchesnow; horsesmight get lhrough,
but assuredlynothing on wheels. So,at the villagejust below usLisri-we arrangedfor threehorsesto comenext day at 5 a.m.,one
each for Ourousbi and myself, the other, with pack-saddle,for our
luggage.The owners,or other personsresponsible
for the animais,
would walk, our Alaghir troika go home. This settled,we took possession
of the shelterwhich containedone good room, 3o by zo ft.,
witlr a 7-foot sleeping-bench
or counter running all along two of
the walls,much asI found usualin Manchurianinns a dozen years
later, but r,vithoutthe excellentheatingsystemof the Chinese.However,therewasa Russianstovein one cornerand the room waswarm
enough.There was alsoa sAmunAr,
so with our own tea, bread,and
tinned provisionswe made a sufficientmeal, gatheringinformation
meantimefrorn our new friendsof Lisri, or perhapsKalaki. Trno of
thesewith Ourousbi and myself had a 3o-foot bench betweenus,
and with my own blanket and pillow, and plenty of cleanhay, I
slept very well, untroubled by the many mice that ran about all
over us.
t Or Zaramag as on Map I.

Seepp. 168-72.
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We rvere up at five o'clock next morning and set off by brilliant
starlight, u'ith severaldegreesof frost, Ourousbi on one horse, I on
another, the baggageon a third, and the owners on foot, asarranged;
but the horses u'ere miserable creatures, and the saddles extruciating, so, after a few minutes only, I dismounted and took to my
orvn legs, trudging knee-deep through the snow. A notice-board at
the top of the passgave the height as 9,4oo feet, but it should have
been 9,282. The distanceswere given as Z3 verstsfrom Alaghir, r 53
on to Koutais, and these,no doubt, were correct. I spent some time
admiring and photographing the southern peaks and glaciersof the
Adai-khokh group, of r,vhichTchantchakhi-khokh ( r4,6oo ft.) from
our view-point hid Adai-khokh itself (Uilpata, r S,2++ ft.).1
_ Having now brought my readersto the summit of the passwith
Ratcha spread before them, I will profit by the occasionto correct
an historical error of some magnitude, and explain a topographical
puzzle, both concerning the Mamisson road, though in r 898 I knew
nothing of either.
Dubois de Nlontpdreux, usually a careful writer, says,'Le cdlbbre
Heraclius, roi de Gdorgie, avait obtenu des secouti de la Russie
contre les Turcs; le gdndral Totleben, traversant les Alpes caucasie n n e sd u R a t c h a ,& c . ' 2 A n d a g a i n , ' O n s a i t q u e d d j i e n r 7 7 r l e
gdndral Totleben y passa (par Ie Ratcha) avec le corps de troupe
Russeque CatherineII envovaitau secoursdu roi Salamon'.s
The tMamisson' is not nrentionedbut r,vasprobably intended, all
over 'the CaucasianAlps of Ratcha' being glacierpasses.
g-h:t passes
This, however, does not tror,rble Countess Our,droff,- *uch less
careftrl writer, who in her Trat^e/ h'otessays, 'General" Todleben's
expeditionary force sent by Catherine II to the assistance
of Tsar
SolomonI of Imerdti n'enr by the road through Ghebi to Digoria in
r7Zr.'+ Now, to say nothing of the route belng 1g1'ssssd-Jslipof
I First climbedby Holder and Cockin with
Uirich Almer in r 89o from the Karagom
nlal on the west. Again by M. Kovtoradze,of the Russiansurvey,in l 89 r, and a third
time.by Ronchetti'spartyJuly r3th, r9r3, from the Tseya valiey. Signor Ronchetti
on this occasionsle-pton the summit of the mountain, wiih cons.qu.tri frost-bite and
lossof part of one foot.
'? Vol.^ii, p.33zrof Voyageautnur du
Caucaser6 r'ols., Paris, r839-43; ,ttlasrNeu3 Ib;d.ii.4r7.
chAtel r84o-3.
a Pauteutia Zamiet&i,vol. iii, p. zz. The statementis repeatedin
vol, iv, p. r r b, of
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the pen perhaps-what are we to think of a considerable
military
force witlt g'rlzr crossing,not the Mamisson,but one of the glacier
to GhebiI As a matter of fact, Todleben took the Dariel or
passes
CrossPass,as we should expect, his route being certified for us
by no lessan authority than the Marquis Paulucci,who became
Commander-in-Chiefin the Caucasus
in r 8 r r after beating ro,ooo
Turks and Persians
at Akhalkalakiwith only two Russianbattalions.
He says:'Todlebenwent up the Terek to Kaitchaourand dornn the
Aragva. He had nothing but the bedsof thoseriversfor roadand to
have got his artillery over them was an astonishingfeat.'r Paulucci
hirnselfin I Br 2, marching on Akhaltsikh, had by luck the same
guide as Todleben and at his instigationbuilt a bridge over the
Koura at the very spotwherehis predecessor
had crossed
that river.
Todleben'sexpeditiontook placein r769,and Countess
Ouv6roff's
repetitionof the date r 77r showsthat shetook her informationfrom
I)ubois.
So much for the error; now for the puzzle. I-and doubtless
other inquirers-had wonderedwhy in old daysthe N{amisson
route
rvasnevermentioned,aswere the Dariel, the Resi,and the Khiliak
(Kol6ta) routeson one sideof it, the Digor and Balkar on the other.
Thus, when I came to read the Tagebucltof r78r, I found the
'Anonymous' writing 'there are three ways . . . that of the Terek,
the bestknou'n and most used; the middle way [the Khiliak], the
leastknown and longest,but capableof being madethe best;and
the third, over Digoria, the most dangerousand difficult, but the
shortestway of all ro Imerdti. None of theseis, so far, passable
on
r,vheels,
but there can be no doubt as to the possibilityof making
them so, especiallythe middle one.'z Not a word of the Xdamisson! But fartheron we arelet into the secret.'The Usdon', he tells
us, 'comesin two branchesfrom the high rocky nrountainsthat
stretchlike a wall from the Aradon westwardto the Ouroukh [i.e.
the limestones].By a secondpath acrossthe easternbranchof that
river you cometo the WalaghirvillagesKhodo and l{ural . . . The
Materiali po lrlheologhii Kaalaza (Archaeological Materials for the Caucasus,collected
by the Moscow Arch. Societyat Government expense),[,{oscow, r.ol. i, r888-vol.
xiv, r9r6. Referredto in future as Mat. po '{rLh.
I 'M6moire sur la frontiErede la Russieavec Ia Perseet la Turquie d'Asie', in vol. v
of lAti sobranniyeKavkazsloya 'trlheographitcheslayu Kommissieyu,r2 vols. in 13,
2 Tagebuchrp.
Tifis, 1866-rgo+. Referredto in future asliti.
79.
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w3y lies ov*er-the Rocky-wall where the horsescan be dragged up
after one. Riding part of the way one can get through in halia day.
This is the only possibleway with horseswhen the swollenriver
[the
Ar-don] hastemporarilyclosedthe narrow valleys.'r Now, the hrst
road up the Ar-don wasbuilt much laterthan this,to servethe Sadon
mines. Beyondthe sadonturning therewasno roadat all until many
yearslaterstill. Even in r869, as Pfafftellsus,it had only reachei
the top of the passandwasaboutto be continuedon the other (south)
side.zIt followsthat the Ar-don valley with its narrow,steep-sidej
gorgesand defileswasimpracticableevenfor pack animalsin-former
times,exceptwhen the water \ rasso low as to allow the useof the
river-beditself as a bridle-path.When the water rosethe route was
closedaltogether,and in sucha country it would be apt to riseoften,
and wjth- dangerousrapidity. The way through Digoria was bad
enough,for the passes
thenceto Imerdti, including the Edena,were
all of them glacier passes,
but men and pack-animals,sheepand
cattle are supposedto have crossedtwo of them, at least,in surnmer
from time immemorial,and so,too, it waswith the Khiliak passand
the Dariel. Thesethreeroutes,then,arementioned,btrt the'Mamisson,asa throughroLltefrom the North, ignored.r
Earlier than this there was another ieason for not using the
Mamisson.In Tolotchanoff's
embassy
(a.o. r 65o)
we learnthaleven
-owing
the GourdzivsekPriss,fartheru,est,was closed
to the hostility
of Aristop.!r'1n-..kl,i.e. the Eristoff (Eris, in Georgian,.people's,';
taui,'head') of theKsan-rive
r districtwhowasthenomineeoi Rustem,
Mussulman/Bagratid) ruler of Kartli from r 634, and of Kakheti
alsofrom r653 till his deathin r658, under thi shah of persia.+
However,in r688 u'e find, apparently,the Mamissonin use,for
Witsen gives us, on the authority of Dr. Dresschler,a German
Tagebuc,h,
p. 93.. I' the abo'e for Usdon, Aradon, Walaghir, Nural-read
^t
Ours-don, Ar-don, Alaghir, Nouzal.
2 sbornil Saedeniio KavAazie,
r'ol. i, p. rJJ; referredto in future as,s.^g.a.K.
3
on
(Tagebuch,
p.
8g)
*he'r'
dcscrl6ingthe Khiliak route he ailds,another
.Later
road runs SSW. to northern I'rerete z'ra }latiinson
[sic] to chlobi '[Ghebi], the
mostnortherly villlge of the Provinceof Radsch
fRatc]ral.; Seep. r 66.
a Pasolstaostolnila Tolotc.hanova
i diala lyevlet,,at, Iniretiu,,65c-2,
N{. poliyevktoff, Tiflis, 19?6r pp. J7_andr r 9. Rusrem*", no fanaticalIslamitJ, p..lr"p, one i nder
compulsiononly, if, as Dubois tells us (i. +z+), he rebuilt the dome'of the cathedralat
Mtskhet which had fallenin 1656. He'was,in-truth, a legitimatescion of the Kartlian
Bagratids,and on his death was succeededby wakhtangr- princ" of Mukhran.

.,r'
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physician,all the distancesthe latter travelled in attendanceon
Artschiltthat year,betweenMoscowand Imeriti, and the lastsection
is from Saramago(Zramag)to N{eletyn(Imerdti) and on to'the first
town in that country, called Ratziva'(lRatcha), a distanceof 95
versts.This I think might be Nikortsminda,the route lying over the
N{amisson.The previousstageis 7o versts,from Degon (t), which
on the sameassumptionwould be at the junction of the.Ar-don and
Terek, sayDarg-kokh; but I am guessing,for once,and guessingis
alwaysdangerous
!,
A Great Adxenture.
Centuriesago,many centuries,a vastlymoreimportant personage
than Todleben,though he, indeed,had capturedBerlin by a coupde
main in t76z and five yearslater, as we have seen,was the first in
all history, unlessShah Abbas precededhim,r to take guns over
the Caucasus,
spentyears,apparently,in the neighbourhoodof the
Mamisson Passor in Digoria, or possibly farther no;th. This was
Leo III, the Isaurian,so called,+who wassent on a perilousmission
-to incite the Alans against Abkhazia, Lazica, and Iberia-by
JustinianII'cut-nose', wh6-as PeliasJason-meanthe shouldnever
return. He made good friends, however,with the mountaineers,
and afterhazardousadventuresreachedhome
presumablyOssetines,
at last, to saveByzantium and Europe from the Saracens,
and to
becomethe first great Iconoclast.He wasbrought down the snowcoveredmountainsin winter by his native friends on circular snowshoes,such, probably, as Chardin figuresin his frontispiecesand
Sjdgren'sOssetinecompanionsusedon the GezevzekPassin t837,
'espbcede raquette' he callsthem,6and escapedso many perils and
' Son of Wakhtang V of Kartli, who was himself for a short time king in Kakheti
and Imerdti.
2 l,Ioord en Oost Tartarye, vol. ii, p.
53rr of the 1785 enlarged reissueof the rare
3 Seep. r
znd edition (t7oil, the rarissima rst edition being of 1692.
56.
a Krumbacher (Karl, Geschhhteder Blzantinischen LitteraturrMinchen, r89r-2,
p. 960) writes: 'I usethe appellativeconsecratedbytheerrorof centuries,i.e. Isaurian,
although Leo derived from Germankeia, and is therefore a Syrian'-a doubtful correction; seeVasiliev, Byz. Emp., Engl. trs., r928, vol. i, p. 286.
5 Ed.'Londres, r685'.
6 Nouvelles 'tnnales des Voyges, 1848, vol. iirp. zgz. In N. Marr's
Journal in
Adjaria (seeBibliographl), p. Trris a photographshown me by Mr. W. E. D. Allen
ofrinter a/ia, shoe-shapedracquetsin present-dayuse.
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so miraculouslythat, doubtless,
the fanatics-who alwaysflourishat
either extrenlity of every great movementor corporateinstitution,
whethersocial,political,oireligious-must haveattributed,perhaps
evennow attribute,his safety,accordingto their particularleanings,
to God or the Devil.
Leo beganhis greatadventure
in a.o. 7ro; how long he remained
in the mountainsis uncertain-Bury suggeststhree years-in any
casehe becameEmperorin 7r7 atthe ageof 37. The Saracensiege
occupiedthe first year of his reign, ending, as did two subsequent
attempts(T26,23il, in the enemy'sdefeatand withdrawal. 'The
final blow to this first unfortunate expedition lZtSl was struck
by the Bulgarians,who came from the lr{orth and slew, it is said,
22roooSaracens."
It is Theophanesthe Confessor
who tellsthe story of Leo'sescape.
'The Spathary,therefore
, with a companyof fifty Alani and with the
aid of "cyclopes",havingovercomethe snor,vs
of the Caucasian
range
in the month of trilay,fell in u'ith the Romansand, fiiled u'ith joy,
c r i e d" W h e r ei s t h ea r r n v. . . ? " ' . .
This mentionof Leo-III, the Image-breaker,
must serveas my
excuse,hos'everfar-fetchedand transparent,
for draggingin here
A GourianLegendoJ St. George.
Lanchkhouti is a village about 30 verstsESE. of Poti. In the
seventeenthcentury the Lesghians(Daghestanis)whose relations
with the Pashaof Akhaltsikh greatlywidenedtheir range,raidedit
and destroyedits only church,which, as usual,was dedicatedto St.
George.sFor a long time the peopleremainedchurchless,
but after
'
Later RomanEttpit'e (r889 editiononly), vol. ii, pp. 376 nt 4o4.
' !"ry,
Stritter (Alan. Cap. iii. 34, p. 3+9-see Bibliography)hasinote ';rerdxwlonoX6v,
A1as1. cum cyclopedibus.Cangius in Glossar. "Calcei circulis ferreis [Index vocum
mixobarb. Theophani praefixus; uncis ferr.] in soleis muniti, quibus nives montium
calcarelicet"'. 'Iron hooks'would be more usefulfor climbing than'iron circles'.W'e
get away from the racquet form and perhapsnearer to whai Theophanes meant in
S11aboki. S. 6) where he tells us of the mountaineerswho came down to Dioskurias,
c h i e f l yt o o b t a i ns a l t ,t h a t i n s u m m e r ' t h e yc l i m b e du p o v e r t h e s n o w a n d i c e w i t h t h e
help of raw ox-hide solesstuddedwith iron nails and shupedlike tambourines. Downhill thgy glissaded,seatedon skins', or perhapson bourAis(see-of
p. 258).
3 The connexion between the Lesshiani and the Tuiks
ekhaltsikh-to the
grelt felri-m9nt of the _Georgians-lastel until the captureof that strongholdby Prince
Paski6vitchin r83o. SeeAppendix D.
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some years a miraculousoccurrenceled to the building of a small
chapel-they could afford nothing more-not far from the ruins of
the church, and consecratedas that was to the Warrior-saint. What
happenedwasthis. Fromtime immemoriala hugeoak-treehad stood
and flourished near that spot, and one day when severalof the
villagerswere gathered,astheir customwas,to gossipand rest in its
noon-tide shade,they were astonishedto hear high up overheada
noisesuchasnone of them had everheardbefore-a chittering sound
of which the chief characteristicwas its rapid and uninterrupted
repetition. Now someone,surely,must be there to makeit, away up
amongstthe topmostbranches?So, at least,thought the villagers,
and, their curiosity being roused,they determinedto probe the
mystery to the bottom-to the top, rather-and to that end deputed
one of their number to climb the tree. Then anotherstrangething
happened.Man after man madethe attempt,but not one could get
more than half-way up, though the abundanceof branchesshould
have made climbing easy. An unknownPower ltin,leredtltem! So
they applied to a very holy monk of the Tsintsadzefamily, who,
having first madeprayer to God, climbed the tree without difficulty
and there found, hidden in the leafage,a silvericon of St. George
with which he soonreachedground in safety"Then, in honour of the
Saint, a chapelwas built, as stated,and the icon lodged within it.
The villagers rejoiced, but next day their complacencysuffered a
shock.The icon had disappeared
and only after long searchingwas
it found againin its former resting-place,the oak. The monk brought
it down a secondtime, ai-otherand finer chapelwasbuilt, but again
the samething happened.There wasevidentlyonly one way out of
it-the tree must be felled and the chapelre-erectedon its site.This
was done, the Saint seemedsatisfiedat last, and this third shrine
endureduntil replacednot long sinceby a largerand finer one stillbut, alas,minuswhat shouldhavebeenits chief boastand glory. For,
at the beginningof the nineteenthcentury,a party of Abkhazraiders
sackedLanchkhouti as the Lesghianshad done before them, but
being pious men though robbers,and Christiansto boot, carried off
the preciousicon to their own famous shrine Ilori, some 5o miles
i{NW. on the Black Seacoast,where it shouldbe, but I fear is not,
to-day. It must not be thought, however,that the peopleof Lanchkhouti forgot their treasure. Each year without fail, as St. George's
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Day cameround, they madepilgrimageto llori, veneratedtherethe
holy image,and sacrificed
a fat ox to it !'
The pointsof resemblance
betwee
n thisstoryandthatof Lampedusa,
near San Remo,are obvious;but it wasa certainquaintinstanceof
present-daysuperstitiontold me at my brother'shousein Painswick
that suggesteda meaningfor the sound heard in Gouria centuries
back. With that in mind I senthim my story arid had this in reply:
'Yes, Lparlour-maid,regarded'the
J-, our Pembrokeshire'
smaller-spotted-woodpecker
as " the old gentleman" himself, and
he
might
come
down
the chimney into her pantry from the
!a1ed
Robiniapseudacacia
in whose boughs the bird produced his weird
crunchings.Your story of the icon, however,stiongly suggeststhe
tricks of the magpieand jackdaw, who carry all mannbr of ihings to
their nests,especiallythe former, which has alsoa queer rattle-like
note and is captivatedby any shining object.z I seemto recollect
that the Della Querciafamiiy took name from a sacredoak-treein
which, accordingto one tradition, *'as found, or as they put it
" appeared", the I'Iadonna,or a picture of her. And },su will recollect horv Don GarciaXimenesrvhenurged to free Navarrefrom the
Nloorishyoke sau'a iuminouscrossabovean oak-tree,adoredby
little angels,and took it as a presageof victory.a Quite possibly
yourshad beena pagan-oak,adoredby localnatives,that thi priesis
had exorcisedby placingin its boughsan icon of St. George.r
r Paraphrasedsomewhat freelv from D.
Kereselidze's version in Mat.

pp.zz6-7, r8g7.

.,.ii,

-.2. chaucer, indeed,speaksof the magpie's'chitteryng',but I prefer to think our
b-irda-woodpecker. The'drumming'olthe
greater-qpoited-woodpecker
(chiefy) was
the.subject of much controversyin the columns of The Times in 1929, **.
#rit.rt
maintaining that the-sou1d wirs produced by the beak only, others bf the beakand
the vocal chords combined. 'Drumming'is ioo heavy u word for the noise produced,
which I have imitated successfullyby dragging a sheaf of paper, with the p-ointsof a
largish-sizedbrassfastenerp-rojecting,acrois a hard-grainedwooden table. i hit upon
this method accidentallyhalf an hour after hearing tti bird in the Parks at Oxford, and
the.papercontainedthe abovescoryof Lanchkhouti, to perfect which, the tree should
widently have been an 'tilanthus, specimensof which- grow in those same parks.
The disputehassincebeen renewedr.r'ithvigour by Prof. Huxley, Mr. Eric parker, and
others in the columns of rhe Times, but so-far without clefinite'result.
A very similar story-is that of a miraculous icon of the Virgin of Pechorawhich
.3
when sent for to cure the blindnessof Prince Roman N{ikhailovitch of Tchernieoff
disappeared,
and was found up an oak-tree near the Tower of Briansk. In this c"ase,
too, treeswere cut down and a church built with them to contain the icon. Novikof,
Drea. Russl. Viztlioteka,vol. xix, pp. 284-gz.
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To thosewho object to having their miraclesexplainedaway I
makeuseof
would point out that if St. Georgedid, on this occasion,
a weird natural sound for his purposeinsteadof somesuper-natural
tromboning or trumpeting, the performancewas in reality no less
miraculousand certainlymuch lessalarming. It is a chief merit of
Caucasian
saintsthat, often enough,they are so ready to meet their
humblestvotarieson their own merely human level.
The cutting down of the tree,which rathershocksonein the story,
was in all probability reminiscentof an actual occurrence.Treeand the readiestway to
worshipwaswidely spreadin the Caucasus,
put an end to the cult, when it could safeiybe applied,\,vasto demolish its object. There are many instanceson record. The Cross
was first set up in the Caucasusby St. Andrew, where, between
Koutais and Zugdidi, the Martvili Monasterynow stands,on the
very spot where he had just with his own hands cut down a huge
old oak he had found the nativesworshipping-the two occasions
bridge,betweenthem, seventeen
centuriesor more! And in my own
time Hadji Abayeff cut down a sacredtreein Balkaria.
The sacrificeof an ox in the church of St. George at Ilori was a
miracuious affair in which, we may suppose,the pilgrims from
Lanchkhoutiplayed but a subordinatepart; for both Lamberti and
Zampi havethe story, the latter in greaterdetail-likewise Chardinlong beforethe supposeddate of the Abkhaz raid on Lanchkhouti.
Ilori wasthen in Mingreiia, and Zampi tellsus that on the eveof St.
George'sDay (Oct. 2rst, o.s.)the Princeof that country,accompaniedby the Catholicos,the bishops,and all the nobility, cameto
Ilori, enteredthe churchto seethat no beastwashidden there,then
left it, closedthe door, and affixed his seal. Next day, with the
whole of his company,he revisitedthe church, made sure that the
sealwas intact, openedthe door-and found within, unfailingly, a
fine fat ox which had beenstolenin the night from someneighbouring farmer by no lessa personage(saidthe priests)than St. George
himself,and miraculouslyintroducedby him into the sacredbuilding. The creaturethus highly honouredhaving beenled outsidethe
the first helpingof fleshwent to the Prince,
churchand slaughtered,
the secondand third by expresscouriersto the King of Imerdti and
the Prince of Gouria. Then came the turn of the nobles, Crown
ministersand others,many of whom ate their portionson the spot as
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which maybe,indeed,it grossly
if it weretlte 6readoJt/te Communion,
represented.Otherssaltedand preservedtheir sharefor usein time
of sickness.IHere, asso often in the Caucasus,
u,e have paganperversionsof Christianbeliefsand riteswhich themselves
derivedfiom
paganism.sir JamesFrazerhas told us how if a certaincustom'is
correctly reported (and analogyis all in its favour) the Christian
communionhasabsorbedwithin itself a sacramentwhich is doubtlessfar older than Christianitv.'z
I havebeenunableto verify the existenceof an icon of st. George
at Ilori directly connectedeitherwith Lanchkhouti or the ox-legend,
though one scenein the large icon ( r6+il at Ilori of the miraclesof
that saint showshim'bringing to life againthe bull or ox of Matchimentioz'.3 And in the old church at Zugdidi there is (or was) a
{lv9r triptych, the middle compartmentof which has'St. Georgeof
Ilori standing,in Roman dress,drawing his swordfrom its scabbard
preparatoryto slavingan ox'which is shownin smallat his feet,the
dateof the u'ork, rn'hichis wholly Georgian,being c. r 572-82J
The ]Iamisson,or Ossetine
\,Iilitary Road,taking Alaghir asrhe
starting-point,has a generaldirection S\V. by \\r., though from
zramag to Glola,rvhereit meetsthe Rion, it runsfrom E. toW. with
t Relation de la calchide et de la
Mingrellie, par le Dom Joseph Marie zampi,
Missionaire en la colchide, Recuei/de layiges au Nord &c.rt. vii, p.zg+; Amsterdam,
I725. This is precededimmediately by Relation tle la Calchide'iu Mingretlierparle
P. Archang: Lamberti. N1issDurliam tclls of a pagan rite
[swearing blood-brotherhood] transformed into a.pa.rodvof the communion-(sorne rrnat orlgiu, &c., rgz8,
P..r57). The Theatines had, of coutse, Christian obseivancein mind, b--utthe co"ju"ction of a communion service with bull-slaughteris infallibly reminiscent of Miihras;
and Reineggs(Desription of Maunt Caucasu"s,
Engl. trans., i8o7, vol. i, pp. 33r, 33zi
Germ. original, vol. ii, p. rz) tells of an Abkhasii'n festival the'ihief f""iut."Jf r""t-r'l.tt
was the ceremonialslaughterof a white ox calledOgginn in a cavernof the samename.
The italics are mine; the cavern was, of course)aiain feature in Mithraic worship.
There is a whole chapter (*u, pp. 47 5-56o) on the Theatine Mission, with many
g:uj"j.gltLggtyry
_drawings by one of them, Castelli, reproduced, in Tamaraii
L.'Eglisi_G.iorgienie dis ariginesiusgu;i ,0, iourr, Ro-., ,9ro. see, too,
(lji*.tl'
W. E. D. Allen's Hist. of the Georgiin Pupti and for-many r.p.oju.iinnr.
3 tl4at. po /r\h.,Jol. iii, p. zo and pl. X.
" G:!. (1bt,.:d,),p.a8r:
Takaishvili, in lzv. Katrfr. Istor.-ArAh. Insiit., t. iir'r9 ri-iS'rLeningradr tgzT.
-_a
that this.sacrificeof a bull or ox derivesfrom a'pagan-iult refJcted irr-tti.
.H:.:"gg"to
bull's head on the coins of Colchis. There is a small cut of ihir triptvch in Mourier's
La Mingrilie_rrSSgr.alargerone
inhis L'lrt au cauearcrrgr\p.ii6.
Accordingto
Doubrovin(Ist. ztoini,&c., vol. irzrp. 17)the Ilori miraclelastoiiurred in r85r.
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a bendN. at the Pass;the whole Rangeof the Caucasus
from Anapa
to Baku runs ESE., so that, roughly, the Mamissonlies at right
anglesto it, whereasthe Georgianroad from Vladikavkazto Mtskhet
near Tiflis, whereit strikesthe Koura, runs due S. In generalterms,
one sideof the whole RangefacesNE., the other SW. and, asmany
peoplethink, or thought,if onesideis in Europe,the otheris in Asia.
Tlte Asian Boundary.
Now,it wason the Mamissonthat Ifirst beganto be troubledbythe
question-where,in thosemeridians,did Europeend and Asiabegin,
and this for a purely practical reason. My insurancepolicy, an
American one, containeda clausebarring Asia absolutelyfrom its
field of operations.If I died in Europe my heirswould benefitto the
amountof the policy,if I died in Asiathey would get not one penny.
Obviously, it would be well to know, if possible,in geographical
terms, preciselywhat this meant. I thought at first that there could
be no difficulty aboutit, but I wasvery much mistaken.The ancients,
I knew, held the Tanais(Don) to be the boundarybetweenthe two
continents,but as they had no preciseidea of where that river rose
or in what direction it flowed, in its upper courseat least,the limit
wasa vagueone. Nor did Aeschylushelp much,who, as'thelearned
Deliuered,makes
Dr. Falconer'tellsus,'in the tragedyof Prometlteus
the Phasisthe boundarybetweenEuropeand Asia.I He thereintroducestheTitansspeakingthusto Prometheus:" Hither arewe cometo
seethy labours,O Prometheus!and the sufferingswhich thou undergoestin consequence
of thy bonds'': and in specifyinghow large a
spaceof ground they had passedover in their journey, they speak
of the Phasis-here, no doubt, the Araxes-as " the twin-born offspringof the Earth, and the greatboundaryof Europeand Asia" '.
Coming to modern times there was the line of the Manitch derunning eastwardfrom the headof the Seaof Azov,through
pression,
which the Black Seaand Caspianoncejoined waters.This put the
administrativelyaswell asgeographically,in
whole of the Caucasus,
Asia, and I should enter it at my peril. South of the mountainsthe
line of the Rion (Phasis)and Koura, though it lookedwell enough
on the map and would, if adopted,suit my own predicamentadmirably, had little elseto recommendit. In betweenwasthe physically
lrrian's /o1age,Oxford, 18o5,p. r5.
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perfect boundary offered by the watershed of the Main Range,
which runs, as stated, ESE. in, practically, one straight line all the
way from opposite Kertch to near Baku, a distance of 7oo miles.
But if this u'ere acceptedit might depend, u'hen crossing a razoredged passand losing my foothold, upon nhether I slipped down
one side or the other, who would get or keep the sum insured ! Conceivably, I might die straddling the watershed,and rn'hatthen I But
to be serious.
ou5 own day the Manitch as the dividing line between Europe
tn
and Asia, from the Sea of Azov to the Caspian, is adopted by,
am_on_gst
others, the Royal Geographical Societ/, and in my opinion
rightly. For them a line is a necessity,if only-for cataloguini potposes,and the Manitch is the bestline that offers. On the other hind,
the watershed,in the days I write of, was, to the best of my belief,
acceptedin the Caucasusgenerally, and beyond doubt by the school
authoritiesin the Transcaucasus.r
Personallv,hou'er-er,I u'ould none of it ! To be told that Novorossiskor Soukhoun-rKali q'as in Asia, Petrovsk or Derbend in
Europe, \\'asmore than I could stomach;u'hile to hear the Georgians
assignedto Asia, the Tchetchens,Daghestanis,Koumuiks, &c., to
Europe, seen-rednot lessunnatural.
Dr. Freshfield,indeed, *'ith rn'homno one, of course,could differ
on such a matter u'ithout hesitation.declaresthat'a wall is alwavs
preferable to a ditch', but it depends,surely, to some extent Jn
circumstance,in this crrseon direction. If the Caucasusran SW.
from, say, Astrakhan on the Caspian to the mouth of the Rion, no
question could ever have arisen. That it runs ESE. and a bit s. from
opposite Kertch to Baku makesall the difference.
Admitting, then, the line of the \tlanitch as a useful convention,
the question arises-need *'e do more ? I think not, for on looking
into the matter I find that not onlv does Eustathius. a twelfthcentury commentator on Dionysius Periegetes,inform us that, contrary to the latter's opinion, ''Others nrrintrin that the boundary
between Asia and Europe is formed by a huge and rvide isthmui
between the caspian and Euxine seas,rvhere, amongst other things,
' Seea narrative of the crossing
of the Rok and xlamisson passesin Mat.rvol. xx,
b1'a-party including N. Dmitrieff, Inspectorof Schoolsin the dovernment of Koutaisi
ProfessorC. von Hahn, five school-nrasters,
and three pupils.
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is the well-known Caucasus
of Prometheusand the easternterritory of
the Iberians,betweenColchisandAlbania',but that in this twentieth
century of ours 'the official Russiangeography,which is mostimmediately concernedin the matter, waiving all decision,counts the
Caucasianterritoriesas belongingneither to Asia nor to Europe'.t
Wherefore,for my part, while accepting,officially, the Manitch as
the best possibleconventionalline, privately and personallyI look
upon the whole of the Caucasus
as an independentportion of the
globe'sland surface,belongingneitherto this continentnor to that,
and this agreesperfectlywith the dictum containedin the last lines
of one of the latestbookson the Caucasus
I havecomeacross:'The
Mountain-menarenot Europeans,
notAsiatics-they areCaucasians.'z
To come back to the Mamisson;the direction of the road for the
S verstsor so from Kalaki to a little short of the summit is due north
and that of the passitself nearly so. Then come zigzagsfor a verst
and a half ( r mile) due westasthe crow flies,or 4 verstsby the road,
to another shelterwhich had been done up on the occasionof the
EmpressMarie's visit with her son George, in what year I forget,
but they were saidto have slept there. f ran down so far on crusted
snow,that just took the impressof my heels.Flerewe procureda small
arha to which, after paying off the other two horses,we harnessed
the pack-horse,putting the luggageinside.Walking was Ourousbi's
weak point-he had sufferedmuch from malaria-so he drove, but
f, except on the rare occasions
when we cameto a level bit of road,
walked all the way to Oni, just 3t, miles.The weathercontinued
perfect, the autumn tints, gold and russet and scarlet, with the
burnishedcopper of the beechesand the silver of birch trunks in
the dark
between,madea glory of the deciduoustreesthat succeeded
forests of spruce and pine, through which the snows above still
gleamedaswe followed on down the foaming Tchantchakhi torrent
to its junction with the Rion.
The scenerywasindeedbeautiful;but havingsetthe Main Chain
as the Southern limit of this work I must resist all temptation to
write of my journeys on the far side of the watershed.Sufficeit
to say that we sleptwell at Oni and next day (Oct. zSth) went on to
I Merzbacher, in a learned note on the subject, KauLasus,vol. i, pp.
5931 59+.
2 Essad-bey,Zw?;lf Geheimnisse
im Kauhasus,Berlin/Zurich, r93o.
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the capitalof Imerdti through an enchantingcountry, driving some
stagespost, somewith horsesprivately hired, all without exception
being most miserablecreatures,
the only blot, but a dark one, on an
otheru'isewholly pleasurable
experience.
ft r,r,as
a wonderful relief next morning (Oct. 2gth) to be drawn at
racing pace,almost,by four splendidhorses,harnessed
abreastto a
luxurious phaeton,over the 8 verstsor so separatingKoutais from
the celebratedmonasteryof Ghelati,more properly Ga€nat;where,
unfortunately,I was unableto examinethe treasuresit contained,
and, aboveall, the Khakhouli Madonnarlbecause
of a thanksgiving
serviceof inordinatelength that was being held in commemoration
of the Borki accidentalreadymentioned.zWe went on to Tiflis the
sameday, and the follor,vingmorning I had the delightful experienceof introducing Ourousbito Dr. Radde'sMuseum,where we
spenttwo very profitablehours,in spiteof the progressive
deterioration of the exhibits.They were now in a far worse statethan ten
yearspreviouslv,and in r 9o r I had to u'riteregretfully:
' F.eaching
Tiflis by train frorn Vladikavkazon October3 r st,early,
I put up at the Hotel Orient and spentthe morning in Radde's
museum.I found the stateof thingsvery much worsethan in 1888,
and even than in r 898. Most of the stuffed birds and beastswere
horrible mockeries;all thosein the openwere coveredwith dust and
in a decayingcondition-most iamentable!Thosein glass-cases
were
better,but they had beenbadly stuffedto begin with and the names
were often invisibleor illegible. Again, the very interestingethnological groups were as bad as the birds and beasts;and why have
specimencarpetson the floor for every one to walk upon l'
At midnight I took train for Baku, leaving Ourousbi to make his
way home over the Georgianroad.
SupprnurNTARyNorn.-T1 eK hafrltouli M adonna, a w ork of marvellous richnessand beautlr rn'as,until recentiy-perhapsstili is-the
chieftreasureof the Ga€nat(Ghelati)Monastery,some8 verstsNE.
of Koutais,which wasfoundedprobablyby David II ( r o89- r rz5).s
Richly endowed from the first, the r,veaithof this foundation was
' SeeSupplementaryNote.
2 Seeante, p. z.
3 Ga\natski Monastir, &c., D. V. Gambashidze,
3rd ed., Koutai's, 1896. The
author declaresthat Ghelati is a word without meaning, while Brossetrejects,equally,
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reliincreasedas yearswent by and more and more icons,crosses,
quariesand such-likeworks of religious art were donated anew, or
transferredto it for safety'ssake,asfrom Abkhaziaon the occasionof
the abolition of the Pitsounda patriarchate,or from other parts
of the Georgiankingdom in days when invasionthreatenedfrom
Persiaor Turkey. Thus in the first half of the sixteenth century
Bagrat III of fmerdti brought this Khakhouli Madonna to Gadnat
from the shrineand monasterybuilt to containit (t) by that same
' Restorer'DavidnearTortoum on the river of that name,a tributary
of the Tchorokh, what time Akhaltsikh with its whole district was
in Turkish possession
until the Russianstook it in r829.
The icon is in form a triptych, r.+S m. high by exactlyz m. wide.
As seenand describedby Tolotchanoffin A.D. r65o it includedthe
original picture of the Virgin attributed to St. Luke, but this disappearedin comparativelymodern times, and was replacedby a
copy made in Moscow. The preciousstonesadorning it that had
excited the Russianenvoy's admirationwere stolenin 1859. Its
more precious enamels,on gold, Byzantine work of the tenth,
eleventh,and twelfth centuries,survived-many of them at leastuntil the recenttroublesand it may be hopeddo still. Kondak6ffin
his book on Georgian Church antiquitiesl givesa full descriptionof
the triptych, with many illustrations,but omits one historical fact
connectedwith it of very greatinterest,namely,that, as statedin a
contemporaryverseinscription,QueenTamdra,in a.n. r2o3, made
offerings to it of certain ear-rings together with the standardcaptured by her secondhusband,David Soslan,from the Seljuk Sultan
Abubekr at the battleof Shamkhor.
Mourier tells us that the inscriptionson it prove that it continued
to be adornedand embeliishedduring many centuries.'Parmi les
pierreriesqui ornent les.fondset qui avaientdesnoms spdciaux,il y a
seize sceauxroyaux diffdrents, avec idgendesarabes,coufiques et
gdorgiennes.Des trente-deuxanciensdmaux cloisonnds
qui garnissentle panneaucentralet lesvantaux(lescinquante-huitautressont
plus moderneset ont remplac6ceux qui ont dtd perdusou volds),il
Ga€nat (Ga6nath), in favour of G6nath. In any case,the derivation is from yevegl,rcxx6v,
the monasterybeing consecratedto the Nativity of the Virgin.
L Opis
2amiatnihof drevnostiv niehotor;Ihkhramahhi monastirialh Grouziirst. Petersburg I89o. By N. Kondak6ff (the Inscriptions interpreted by D. Bakradze).
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y a un remarquable.on y voit un christ en croix v6tu de la robe
sanscouture,le xrrcbu.Il y a une quinzained'anndes
le revOtement
en
d:
la
vierge
du
cadre.
intdrieur,qui avaitdesminiatureshistoriques
gt
fort intdressantes
et dtait constelldde pierresprdcieuses,
a 6t6,vol3,
et
c'esti Moscouqu'on a fait refairele nouveauqui ne peut 6tre compard i l'ancien. Ce grand triptyque, en,argent doid, repoussdet
ciseld,mesurantz m. de large-sur-r m. 50 c-.de haut, est,
comme
'Guide
finessede dessinet de travail, un veritable chef-d'cuvre.'
au
Caucase,Paris, ,8g+, znd part, p. 8+. In his L,art au Caucase,
3rd ed., Mourier givesiliustiationi,in small,of the whole icon anj
of variousdetailsof it.'- My plates(I, II) showtwo of the jewelled
crossestaken from enlargementsmade from illustrationsin M.
Kondak6ff'sbook.
who built the Khakhouli monasteryhas alwaysbeen matter of
dispute.-Tt was attributedin turn to David I of Kartli (876-gr);
to David curopalates,
ruler of rao, or southernGeorgia(a. toot);
and to David II ( r o89- r r z 5), of whom the rastna-.I is by far the
most
.probable.His place among the Georgianrovalties'will be
seenin the follou'ing list-for rn'hichI am indebtedto my friend
A..Gugushvili,a learnedGeorgian,longresidentin England'-of the
kings or sovereignsof United Georgii, from the first-to the last of
thoserightiy so called,viz. BagratIII (98o-r o r 4 or r o r
5); his son
George (rot+__o: ror5-2fl1 his s'on Bagrat IV (io'27-72);
I

hisson9.glggII (to7z-!9);his-cn Davidlt 1ro89-r,"!1;f,i,
sonDimitrir.( r]25
-s+-sI hissonDavidIII, whoreignei'only

6 months; his brother.George III (r155-6-84);
'i, his-daughter
Tamdra ( r r 84-r
her-son
GeorgeiV
1r g-r4-"r)l her
?r 3-14);
daughterRousouda
ni $ z4-47).
I His first ed., folio, published
at Odessain 1883, contained,perhap,s,
the whole icon
.
in large, but incessantefforts have failed to pro.tii. ,n" .u"r, u sighi of ah", uol,,*.,
far less,u .gpl of it. According to vakhousht (Brosset,vol. iii, p.+.,6) i, t75i
A-lexander,King of Imerethi, hiving robbed the'icon oi it, o.n"-ents died soin
afterwards 'par un efet de ta puissancT.

t

!')LtaiI

f r'rt,rt t]u

!:i(/tn/</t1,11,f1 -(d1;,,y1

III
rN QUESTOF OIL
Over the pass- Fine feathers, fne birds - Shoeing a bffito - /767'al ilrks - St.
Tamb's Well - 't m'odern '4riadne - Gios,t murderers- Berehei- The Tartar
"woiter- Hat cofr, - Brigandage- Gro*iy' oit - The Fair - Kalmuck tffuPlet-Prince Taimashef - Khasif-yoirt - /khtash-aoukh - Pleasant quarters- The Eail
Elt - Two strings to a bow - ,t lucklessrobber.

T LEFT Vladikavkazin 1899on May zoth at 64o a.m.,sPent
I the night at Mleti, and reachedTiflis at 3.I5 P.m.next day.
Iwhat
pleasedme most on this journey, my first crossingof the
mountainsin spring,wasthe great number of rollersand bee-eaters
everywhereabout.They kept companywillingly, or at leastPeaceably, and when half a dozen or more sitting side by side on a telegraph wire took late alarm at our approachand flew off with a great
splashof colourit wasa sight worth seeing. Half-way down from the
passto Mleti, going slowly round a bend, I cameuPon a ring-ousel
sitting in a tree by the roadside,piping most melodiously.
photographof
It was on this trip, I think, that I took a successful
a buffalo being shod-thrown on the ground (at Doushetor Ananour), with all four legs in air and tied up over a wooden cross-bar,
the head drawn very forcibly to one side. It looked very uncomfortable for the poor beast,but safe and practical for the human
beingsconcerned.Oxen were once shod in England,t but I have
not comeacrossany descriptionor picture of the procedure.
From Tiflis I went on to Baku, and amongstother things paid a
visit with my friend Parkerof ' Oleum'" to a new oil-field at Hidersindi on the Caspian,betweenBaku and Derbend.
We left Baku at 3.25 a.m. (May 27th) in a phaeton,drove to
Baladjari,the junction for the new Baku-Petrovskrailway, and
au,aitedus.
there took train to our destination,where saddle-horses
At Hidersindi I particularlynoticed,not having seenthem before,
flocks of Ararat larks (Partor roseus,the Rose-colouredPastor), a
speciesof starlingwith the whole of the body bright rose-colour,the
I Notesand
Qucries,March rgzo (No. 9) and The Times,tz June rg37 and
r7 Aug. 1938.
2 Shortfor The Russian
PetroleumandLiquid-fuelCo., Ltd., of which I afterwards
becamea Director.
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head,wings,and tail black. \Iy note-bookreads:'They are busily
engagedin catchingand devouringlocusts,
of u'hichthey aresaidto
d_estroy
incrediblenumbers,on the strip of ilat land alongthe Caspian
shore.They appear,indeed,to be killing, killing, killing, as fait as
they can for a time, then off they fly to the water (perhapsto rinse
their beaksl)and back againto kill, kill, kill.'
So I rvroteat the time. I shouldhaveobservedthem much more
closelyand written about them at greaterlength had I known then
what I know now. Barbarowrites:'In this town [Cuerch, ESE. of
Tabrizl there is a pit of water, as it were a fountain, the which is
guarded-by its Thalassenani,that is to say priests.This water, they
say,is of greatvirtue againstleprosyand againstlocusts,both whicir
casesI haveseenevidenced,I will not say by actualexperiencebut
by somepeople'scredulity; for at that time there passedthat way a
Frenchmanwith certainservantsand guides,who were Moors,-he
being afiicted lvith leprosy,and, aswe were told, wason his way to
bathein that water.\\rhat followedI know not, but it wascommonly
reportedthat many u'erehealedthere.While I wasstillin that country
there camean Armenianwho had beensentby the King of Cyprus
long beforeI took my \ ray to thoseparts to procure someof lhat
water, and returning u'hile I was still in that country, two months
after n'ryarrival in Tabriz, brought with him someof that water in
a tin flask. He stayedrvith me tr,r'odays,then resumedhis journey
and returned to Cyprus, rvhereon my lvay home I saw that same
flaskof water s,rsp.nd.dfrom a pole set up outsidea certaintower.
And I learnedfrom the peopleof the placethat by virtue of that
water they had had no rnorelocusts.
'There, too, I sawsonlered
and black birds, called" the birds of
Mahomet", which fly in flockslike starlingsand, as I understood,
being in cyprus on my return journey, u,henthe locustsarrive kill
them all. And wheresoever
they perceivethat water to be thev
' flv
towardsit, so,at least,all the pebpi. of the placedeclare.',
Gamba,to whom we o\^'ethat arnusingblunder'Mont St. Christophe' for 'Krestovayagora (Crossmountain)', hasa long descripr Ramusio,
ii, f. ro7. From 'While'to the endof thisextractis omittedin Thomas's
translationof Barbaro(MS. of A.D. r55o-r B.M.), but is suppliedfrom Ramusioin
the Hakluyt Society'sversion(t9l S). It formspait of the originaltext in the Aldine
r st.ed.of i3arbarq'rs+3, a.opy or-*n;"h is in the LondonLib"rarpasalsoone of the
znd ed. (tS+S). I usethe Hakluyt Society's
transcriptof Thomai.
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tion, partly from his personalobservation,
in which he explainsthe
bathing habit of the bird asnecessitated
by the liquid that sprinkles
their feathersas they crunch up the locusts,and would 'soon,if
aliowedto coagulate,
put a stopto their activity. Armenians,Greeks,
and Tartars,he tells us, are convincedthat to securethe coming of
the Tarbysl a jar of water must be brought from a well near the
monasteryof Etchmiadzin,This water is blessedby the monks; the
bearermust neverput the jar down on the ground during the whole
journey, but hang it, when he stopsto rest,on a tree or a wall. On
arrival it is again blessedby a priest; someravagedfield is sprinkled
with it and within 48 hoursthe Tarbyrcomeflying up in clouds.'In
r8z3 we saw the ArchbishopNarsesreceivethe miraculouswater
and the birds were not long in coming.' All previousevidencehad
led to the conclusionthat the Rose-starlings
destroyedbut did not
devour the locusts;Gamba himself, ho',r'ever,saw the birds feeding
their young assiduously
on them.2
Radde,in turn, writes:'In someyears,only, are certainlocalities
invadedby swarmsof Rose-starlingi,
which arrive in pursuit of the
locustsand,if the latter then lay their eggs,remain,sometimes,
until
their next year's brood is ready for fight. Such, however,is not
alwaysthe case. Of the last twenty yearsthe most remarkable,in
this respect,was 1865, when on the zznd May (June 3rd) these
pretty birds invaded Tiflis in numbers that one might well call
"hunciredsof thousands". They settledat first mostdenselyon the
stony banksof the Koura, nearthe Maidan and the prison,at eventide came to roost in huge numberson the rocks of the Salalaki
ridge, and dispersedby day over the gardensand fieldswhere they
destroyedthe young locustsand attackedalsowith zest the earlyflowering cheriy trir. They nestedfreely even in the midst of the
city, in the Orientalpart of it, at least;for the bird is held in highest
regardby Mussulmanand Christianalike,so much so that to shoot
one might lead to trouble. If many locustsmake their appearancein Tifis in spring and are not soonfollowed by their winged
r The Georgian name) as Radde confirms.
2 Voyge dansla Russie,&c., Paris, 19z6rvol. iirpp. zgg sqq. According to B. P.
Uvaroff, Locustsand Grasshoppars,
London, rgz8, p. l34r'Portchinsky (1894) even
suggestedthat the pink starling (Pastor Roseus),one of the best-known beneficial birds,
kills locusts especiallyto obtain the fy larvae from them: this suggestionis basedon the
fact that the starlings kill many more locusts than they can eat'.
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destroyers,a Deputation is sent to fetch $'ater from St. Jacob's
'fhe
Spring or \\.e11.
returning Deputationis met and the water
takenoveru'ith muchreligiousceremony,the objectbeingto induce
the corningof the Rose-starlings
to starttheir campaignagainstthe
l o cu sts.S u cha D e p u ta ti onwassentin r 865. In r 825, Yer m61off,
as the locustsattackedthe Salalakidivisionof Tiflis and the starlings
had much to do, causedlarge pansof water to be setup for them to
bathe in-, a proceedingtheir dirty work makesthenr,inordinately
fond of.
"
The spring is, or was, T,2So feet above sea-levelon the Ir[E.
slopeof Ararat. The last notice f have found of the water being
sent for is of 1879, but I shouldnot be surprisedto learn that the
customstill holds. The saint in question,by the way, was an Armenianbishop,not the Hebrew patriarch. In the late Lord Bryce's
excellent book, Trantcau:asia and Ararat, there is a charming
descriptionof the Kurds watering their flocks at st. Jacob'swell,
a scenetruly biblical.z
In Smyrna,it seems,the Rose-starling
is calledthe Hoty-bird in
}Iav u'henit kills locusts,the Devil-bird in Juiy when it makeshavoc
in orchardsand vineyards. If the locusts".onld speakthey would,
doubtless,
reversethe order.
Accordingto Ghulam RisaKhan, Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh,thereare
'starling-springs'atShirazand pazvin,
while ColonelE. W. Noel
speaksof one at Kashan. Villages,he says,found asmuch as dr 5o
by public subscriptionto pa)/the expenses
of a pafty to fetch a flaik
of the waterfrom Kashan,u'hile pamphlets,
which he had had translatedinto Persian,describingscientifiimethodsof locustdestruction,
aspractisedin Baluchistan,
receit'edno attentionwhatever.s
t ornis caucasica,
parts2-9, p.r52. He adds:'The descriptions
by Betta, from the
neighbourhoodof Villafranca,in Brehm's Thierleben,5.Bd., p. 39S,Ne excellentand
agreewith mv.own observations
in Tiflis.' Dr. Raddesuppliesus) too) rvith namesof
the birjl in vari_ouslamguages:
Russ.,Razat'ui sl',t'aretz
(rosi-colouredstarling); Persian,
s'ariTartar, Kuuhung,Muhamedung( i the 'Birds of Ilahomet' of Barbaro);Daghesta.ni.,Svrdshi,{; Georgian, Tarbil Armenian, Torrn. For t}re breeding habits oF the
bird see Bratinztasiandes Rosenstares
in (Jngarn im Jahre rg:.1, ton-Jakob Schenk,
Budapest (.verhandlun_gen
des /I Int. ornitholog. Kongressesin Kopenhagen, 19z6',
Berlir.r,Feb. r9z9). see, too, The chranicteof Malhairas, R. lL Diu'kins. oxford,
t J l a c m i l l a n ,r 8 7 7 , p p . 2 5 g - 6 .
r g 3 " , . r ' o l .l i r p p . _ 6 9 - 7 2
3
of-th-eClntral 'tsian Societl,vol. xvi, rg2%part iii, pp.35o iqq., a, noble
_ .Journa.l
Persianauthor', by C. J. Edmonds.
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Zem-Zemwaterfrom Meccahasbeenusedat Aleppofor the same
purpose.I Pliny hasan obviousallusionto the Pastor rlseus,'Those
birds are calledseleucides,
which are sentby Jupiter at the prayers
to
him
the
inhabitantsof Mount Casius,when the
offered up
by
locustsare ravaging their crops of corn. Whence they come, or
whither they go, hasneveryet beenascertained,
as,in fact, they are
never to be seenbut when the peoplestandin needof their aid.'2
On the wholeit seemsevidentthat the Holy Water legendderives
from the bird's habit of cleansingitself,which givesit a somewhat
unusualinterest-cleanliness
and godliness
for oncecomingtogether
quite naturally.
We were told at Hidirsindi a story of the famousrobber Stenka
Razineand a strong-armed,
strong-mindedAriadneof Besh-Bermak,
'the five fingers', a cliff that rosenearly 2)ooo feet aboveus
with
peaksto that number, who when Stenka,Theseus-like,abandoned
her, insteadof weeping and languishingafter the manner of her
Greek prototype,hurled great rocks, Polyphemus-fashion,
at him
and his ship-'and it mustbe true', saidour informant,'for therethey
are to this day', pointing to somesmall rocky islandsoff shore.
Another story wasthat of a Molokani maidenwho, when crossing
by a mere plank a narrow chasmin the cliffs, slipped and fell. A
brave man, her lover no doubt, vu'as
let down by a rope, and on a
ledgezoo feet belowthe surfacefound the body and thencebrought
it up. How much deeperthe chasmwent was unknown.This took
placeonly four yearsbeforethe dateof our visit.
We startedback by train at 7 p.m. after riding about inspecting
oil-plots for three or four hours,and reachedBaladjariat I r p.m.,
and Baku, by road,at midnight, a performancenot without risk.
Parker and I left Baku again on June 3rd in the paddle-steamer
Alexei and anchoredoff Derbendnext morning at 8 o'clock,having
slepton the wet deck from r r p.m. to 4 a.m. in default of better
accommodation.
The seabeing calm, large open boats,eachwith a
huge lug-sail,cameoff to meet us,and in one of them we got safely
ashore;the brand-newrailway stationwas ready, though the line
lvasnot, and therewe broke our fast. A localArmenian,Paroniants,
I Hasluck, F. W., Christianitl and Islam under the Sultans, 1929, pp. zo3-5,
2 Nat.,F/isr. (Bostockand Riley), book x, chap.
39. SeeSuppl.Note, p. 64.
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was greatly distressedat the idea of our driving to Berekei, a most
foolhardv proceeding,accordingto him, and implored us not to do
so. Rushing out excitedly into the street he came back soon with a
youth q'lio declared that his two companionshad been murdered on
the road \1'e\,\'ereto take oniy the day before by Persiangipsies,and
that he orvedhis own life solely to the fact that he spoke Persianand
rvas able to move their pity. But it struck us that if the story were
true, as it seemedto be, ihe gipsieswould in all probability be'a long
way by now from the sceneof their crime. In any casethe steamer
had leit, there was no train, and we simply had not the courage to
abandon our iourney of a few miles on the strength of this unconfirmed story; so, pr'ocuring a comfortable phaetdn drawn by four
horsesharnessedabreast,we set out gallantly and at 3.I5 p.m. after
a pleasantand wholly unadventurous drive reached Kozliakovsky's
derrick, the first in that direction on the new oil-fields.
We liad passedseveralfishing-stationson the way and learnt that
the only important fish hereabouts\\'asa speciesof herring, of which
vast quantities u'ere caught.' Of birds I noted rn'ith eager delight
numbers of rollers,bee-eaters,
eagles,hau'ksof variouskinds, Ararat
larks, herons,and many other running, r,vading,and swimming birds.
It was late for flolvers,but a sweet-scentedwild iris grew in purple
massesbordering the rice-fields where sowing had just begun and
water wasbeing let in-to result before long, asfar as f was concerned,
in another bout of malaria. A little higher, where the ground was
dry, luxuriant crops of barley waved emerald-green in the wind,
yellowing as yet in places only. Having made our inspection and
extracted what information lve could from the very few drillers at
work, we drove on round the village to the railway-platformnewly opened-and caught the 7 p.m. train to Petrovsk, meeting on
the way a man on horseback carrying three or four fish, averaging twelve pounds in rn'eightat a guess,and costing z5 koperts
(6d.)
apiece. They came, he told us, at this time of year, up the small
shallow streamsfrom the sea,and u'ere easily seenand speared.' He
expressedhis regret that he could carry no more, for in Petrovsk
they would be worth at leasta rouble (zr.) each. Along the railway,
I Ctprinus chalcaides,Gild. 'Fatter, much larger, and of finer favour than the
D u t c h h e r r i n g ' , G i i l d e n s t d d tL, A . , R e i s ee, d . P a l l a s ,t 7 8 7 r v o l . i ; p . 1 7 4 .
z Ousatchee
(barbel),so calledfrom their long moustachios-'ousi ', lb;d.
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asis usualin all the damperpartsof the Caucasus,
platforms3o to 40
feet high were built up on polesfor the employees
to sleepon,.in the
hopeof baffiingthe mosquitoes.
Without them life would be difficult.
In regardto oil I wiil only sayherethat the Berekeiventureproved
a faiiure. Many of the Baku oil-magnatestook plots, a few spent
moneyon trial borings,the Rothschildfirm, known asthe'Standard',
a good deal. oil there was and probably in quantit/, but unfortunatelytherewasalsoa vastamountof hot \A/ater,
and, asoccasionally
happens,the water overpoweredthe oil, so that after a time the field
was abandoned.tBut as scenerythere wassomethingto be saidfor
Berekei.EvenaslateasJunetheplacewaswonderfullygreen:the oakcoppicesalreadymentionedcoveredthe dryer uncultivatedground
betweenthe railwayand the sea;on onesidethe shiningwatersof the
Caspianbroke gently on the sand;on the other a rich and smiling
country, dotted with many picturesquevillagesand isolatedfarmhouses,led graduallyup to the not-distantmountainsof Daghestan,
which, on either side,at Derbend and Petrovsk,slopedown to the
se-a..Asto the past,voiumeswould be neededto recountthe history
of this narrowstrip of shoreland,the only levelpassage,
be it always
remembered,north and south,betweenthe Black Seaand the Caspian; the route thereforeby which aloneinvadersthroughout the
agespassed
in any considerable
numbersin either directionbetween
the southof Russia,orwhat
becameRussia,and Persiaor AsiaMinor.2
We found Daid-bek on the train, and he explainedto us that the
malariadanger,which somewereinclinedto magnify,wasnot a very
seriousone, for if onceoil were found in paying quantities,the ricefields could be bought up for a comparativelytrifling sum and
drained.
We reachedPetrovskat r r o'clock at night and, asit wasraining
heavily, spenta very miserabletwo hours waiting for the so-called
'express'in a stationcrowded
to suffocation,where pandernonium
reigned._Finallywe were able to securekresla(sleeping-chairs)
in
the oniy first-classcarriage,which soonfilled up tilt tliere rn'ashaidly
standingroom; though even then a tclzinotnirtrwho,
of course,had
no ticket-very few passengers
had in thosedays,and no officialsI Samoursky(Daghestan,1925, p. r43) describesthe Berekei
oil-field much as I
Iastsaw.i,.:oTg thirty yearsago. But he puts down the failure to the wicked policy of
z Seefurther p. r9r.
the capitalistNobel!
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forced his q,ay in u'ith u'ite anci child, fbllou'ed by a Tartar servant
carrying a laige box and hung round u'ith othei impedimenta including a kettle of vast dimensions. Hou'ever, er,entuallyall settled
dorvn, and at r2.50 a.m. we started,not more than an hour or two
late, and reached Grozny at the comparatively comfortable hour of
5.4o a.m. (June 5th).
Thanks to the railway and to increasingprosperity there was now
a new hotel here-new and therefore clean. There was also a waiter,
new and-being a Mussulman-not unclean, one of those admirable
Tartars of Riazan or Kazan to whom frequenters of hotels and
restaurantsin St. Petersburg and Moscow owed so much of their
comfort in bygone days. He was sleepy, indeed, but characteristically obliging and cheerful. My first expressedwish, after securing
'
rooms,was for coft'ee,plenty of it and assoon as possible. Sei-tchas!'
'This hour'-which is Russianfor'directly', but often enough may
'this minute', rn'hich,in turn,
be taken literally-"ee1'011-*'nlutzu /'
might mean an hour. But our nerv friend bustled away to the
kitchen, knocked up the cook or scuilery-man,and in a surprisingly
short spaceof tinre came back u'itir the coffee. I sampled it; it was
pale, stale,u'eak, and lukeq'arm. I u'as hardly annoyed-one could
expect nothing better in the time, but, taking him in friendly fashion
by the ear, I expiained that rvhat we wanted was coffee'fresh, black,
hot, and strong', stressingthe sonorous Russian adjectives emphatically, kre!rty, sveyzlty,tchorny,garlatclty / ('strongr fresh, black, boiling'!). He took it all in, round-eyed,open-mouthed,and went off
repeating the words once and again, committing them to memory. As
soon as was reasonablypossiblehe came back, his moon-face beaming, rvith a jorum of coffee that fulfilled handsomelyall my requireashe set
ments. He repeatedthe magic u'ords,one by one,crescendo,
down the tray-kreprty ! sveyzlty! ! tchorny ! ! ! goryatchy! ! ! ! and ever
afterwardswhen I visited Grozny, no soonerhad he seteyeson me than
his face wreatheditself in smilesand out camethe magic formula indisin his mind rvith Iv6n Iv6novitch, the Englishman.
solubly associated
And to think that the author of A Re/ationoJ a Journey &egunin
the 1'eart6ro, when, at Constantinople,he'discovered' coffee,had
nothing better to say of it than that the'colour thereof is that of soot
and the tastenot much other' ! r
I Sandvs,Geo., London, r6rJ. So, toor'I'hornas Herbert, a little later, tells us that
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\\'e lunched and dined u'ith M. Maresch,Spiess& Stucken's
friendly agent,and spentnext day at the oil-fields,driving along the
flat in his-troika, bui climbing, first ankle-deepin mud, then waist
high in rain-wetflowers,the ridge wherein thosedaysthe not very
,r.irn.tou, derricks stretchedwestward in single file tike a line of
telegraphpoles. Even here rn'ecould never get away from brigand
taleJand alar*s. At lunch we heard that there had been several
attemptslately to wreck trains,with a view to robbery,of course,and
at lasi, by removing some of the rails, successso far had been
achieved.The robbers,however,when the train left the line,lvereso
much alarmedat the unrvontedsight that they gallopedoff to their
forestrefuges. No one washurt in personor in pocket,but martial
law was pioclaimedand, soon afteru'ards,four abrertrwere caught
and hanged. Disarmament,too, was once more resortedto, but, as
usual,endedin a farce-none but old pistolsandinferior bladesbeing
while seriouslosson either side was restrictedto that
surrendered,
incurred by the troopsemployed,who lost their tempers.With all
this there was much corruption amongstthe minor and even some
To
of the major officials,as I often heard both here and elsewhere.
and othersbore emthis,indeed,my friend GeneralVereshtchaghin
most
of the discontent
attributed
they
to
this
phatic testimony,and
of the Ingoosheeand Tchetchens.So it
lawlessness
and consequent
sincethe surrenderof Shamilin r 859;
ever
wasthen; io it had been
what it may be under the BolsheviksI cannot say' but as human
naturechangesslowlyif at all, and Russianofficialsare saidstill to be
underpaid,I fear that little improvementcanhavetakenplace.
From Novorossiskon the Black Seato Petrovskon the Caspian,
thenceto Baku, and againfrom Baku to Batoum,there are many
on grassyplainsand uplands,deep-evenin
places-in sandydeserts,
that mysteriousproductof nature
naphtha,
primevalforests-where
variouslyattributed by the learnedto an animal,a vegetable,or a
underg:ound
ihemical(inorganic)origin, betraysits presence
purely
-by
or surfaceoozings. On the ApsheronPeninemanations
gaseous
'sacred'fire was kept alight by devout
sula-for many centuriesthe
'choava-berryis much drunk though it pleaseneither the eye nor tasterbeing black.as
'The
soot and somewhat bitter, or rather relished like burnt crusts'. Traaels, &c.,
-fravellers'
Series,r928. For quaint variationssee early editions'
Broadway
t
n

t

Ei.

F;

i;

F

5+

TRAVELS II{ THE CAUCASUS

worshippersfrom Persiaand India, and neighbouring Baku had
already becomethe centre of Russia'sgigantic oii-industry. At
Novorossiskand elsewhereseriousefforts had been made to open
out otherfields,but with little success,
exceptnearGrozny,where,oil
having beenobtainedin smallquantitiesby digging sincer823, the
first two drilled wellswere completedin r 893, and both gave considerableamountsof oil, the secondof them not lessthan 2,ooo,ooo
poods(c, 3z,ooo tons)in the first z4 hours,and nearlyhalf a million
plods (c. 8,oootons)daily for the next 5 or 6 days. In 1895 'one
of the largestfountainseverstruckwasreported,the flow from which
was statedto be so prolific that in a month it had formed the neighbouring valleyinto a vastlake,in which steamers
could easilyfloat',
but asthe author omits to specifythe sizeor the draft of the steamers
he hasin mind, and as in any casenone can get nearerto Grozny
than the CaspianSea,the statement,coming though it doesfrom
a notable man of science,can hardly be consideredinformative.r
Sincethen, rn'ithinternrinableslorn'ness
comparedto Texasmethods,
a considerable
developmenthad taken place; a line of derricks
stretchedfrom eastto ivest along the hills for a distanceof a dozen
versts,and quite recentlythe oil-bearingbelt had beenprovedto be
of somebreadth.zIt follou'sthat Grozny had acquiredan importance
Yerm6loff,its founder,couldnot havedreamtof, and wasdeitinedto
becomea centreof industrialasit formerly wasof military activitv.:
A cossackstanitsahad grorvn up in old diys under proteition of the
fortress,and in courseof time ' peaceable'Tchetihens had been
allowedto build an aoulon the oppositeright bank of the Soundja.
sinceoil had beenstrucka considerabie
town had sprungup, and,as
Grozny had the additionalgood fortune to be on-the main line of
I P|troleum,by Sir Boverton Redwood,Bart.,
3rd ed., London, rgr3, p. rr.
'
production
in
rgor
was
r
poods
(56zrtggtons). British capitalhad
3qr85zrz7
.
Th"
beenlargely invested,and amongstthe most successfulboring-masierswere Americans.
3 To be 1qqu111s-Jerm6lofri. a.o. r8r8 fou'ded the fortressr'krepost'(fem.)
Groznay-a-('menacing').
Had he been content with a mere fort, 'oukreplenie'(neut.),
the qualifying-adjectivewould have been Graznoya.when a towr gr.* upr tgorod;
(Trt..), and the fortress was dismantled,the name changed accordingly, but i? ever
'Grozny'develops
into a capitalcity,'stolitsa'(fem.), it wiil perforce r"r'"ri io Groznaya.
Meantime, in the days I write-of, a (feminine) stanitsastood cheek by jowl with ihe
(masculine)town on the site of a vanished(neuter) fort, to the confusion-of more than
one Europeantraveller-all of which goesto prove how much more interestingRussian
grammar is than English!

''";it'
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railr.r,ayfrom Rostoff-on-the-Don and the North to Petrovsk and
Baku,therecould be little doubt that it would oneday be a considerablecity. At this time, however,it waschieflyremarkablefor streets
which without exaggerationmight be set down as among the worst
in the world. In dry weatherthey were ankle-deepin dust,in wet
they were quagmiresof mud, with ponds of green filth here and
there in which ducks and geesepaddled,pigs wallowed,and frogs
swam. Attempts had recentlybeen made to pave them, but as the
methodemployedconsisted
in putting down huge cobblestoneswithout any foundation,a month or two sawthem reducedto a worse
statethan before.
Nor is the countryimmediatelyround Grozny speciallyartractive,
consistingas it doesof a grassypiain with the Terek range rising
from it to the north, 7 miles awalt the parallelrangeof the Soundja,
where the oil is fclund, commencinga mile or so due west of the
town. Both theseare formedof roundedhills, bareof trees,though
coveredwith luxuriant herbageto their summits;the directioneast
and west,the height, in either case,2rooo feet, more or less,above
sea-leveland half that abovethe valley bottom betweenthem. To the
south, acrossthe Soundja,one or two spurs,likewisedenudedof
trees,form a prelude to the vast succession
of forest-cladhills rising
wave behind wave to the mighty walls and bastionsof the Jurassic
limestonetopped by the great mountainsof the'Side' (Bokovoi)or
'Advanced' (Peredovoi)
northernranges,affordingin fine weathera
gloriouspanoramaof snowypeaksand rocky ridgesrising from a sea
of verdure,with Teboulos(, +,72, ft.) in the middle,and the coneof
Kazbek(t6,546 ft.) far awayon the right.
In ordinarytimesGrozny wasa dull placeenough,work andbustle
being concentrated
at the oil-fieldsro milesoff; but twice a year,in
and
September,
a Fair washeld-I visitedit onJune8th, r 9qg-June
and for a week any one interestedin questionsof race or language
couid find congenialemploymentto his heart'scontent,for the men
of the forestsand mountainscamedown from their wild abodes,the
Koumuiks and Cossacksand Tartars gatheredfrom the lowlands
and the steppes,and all mingled on the plain outsidethe town with
Germancolonists,Persianand Russianmerchants,
and the inevitable
leaven of Jew and Armenian without which trade anywherein the
Caucasus
would havebeenat a standstill.The Tchetch'ens,
of course,
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predominated amongst the natives,and many of them with wives and
lhildren settled themselvesin small p.r-rn.nt huts, which were
closedduring the rest of the year. But large numbers of nativesof
all tribes, and Cossacks,too, bivouacked on the plain, thosewho had
carts, rvhether four-wheeled telylgas or two-wheeled arbas, being the
best off for shelter, d^y or night.
I{oreover, the shopkeepersof Grozny in pursuit of their faithless
customersset up their stallsat the Fair, and for the time it lastedlittle
or nothing was bought or sold in the town itself. I doubt if Nizhni
Ir[ovgorod, even in its palmiest days, could have shown a greater
variety of racesthan Grozny, and if Chinamen were wanting, Kalmuks from the Great Derbetovsky ouloussstepped in to fill the gap.
These nomads of the desolateplains between Lake Manitch and the
rivers Great Yegorlik and I(ilaous were presumably Derbets, the
tribe of that name forming one of the four divisionsof the Kalmuks.
ft n'asanotherdivision,the Torguts, that fled to China in r77r with
Oubasheetheir khan. The Derbets \ rere a verv dirtv people and
their tolerance of vermin u,asattributed to belief in tli. irurir-igr"tion of souis,for u'here should one's deceasedrelativesin such form
seeku'armth and protection,to say nothing of nourishment, if not
on one'sperson?t In religion they were Buddhistsof the'Yellowcap'
sect,having their chief
at-a place called Baitanga,where t[e
l.Tpl:
servrceswere conducted in the language of Tibet.
Of the wares exposed for sale at Grozny Fair there was very little
to tempt the European traveller and nothing he could not buy equally
well and probably cheaper at Vladikavkaz,Tiflis, or Baku, unlessit
were And ee 6ourhas;but there was an abundant store of all that was
likely to attract the native buyer u'hether for use or for ornament,
while at the sametime he couid find a ready salefor his own surplus
produce or rude manufactures.Thus the Fair was always a scenl of
great animation, and, to enliven it stiil more, the usual concomitants,
such as raree-shows,merry-go-rounds, and acrobatic performances,
were not wanting. But the most interesting quarter to my mind was
that where horses were bought and sold, for there not only were
hundreds of animals gathered together, but native horsemen representing half the tribes of the Caucasusmight be seen buyinglnd
I SoinN4orocco:'Manyholymenavoidkillinglicealtogether'randpartialabstentior.r
in this matter variesaccordingto circunstances.Westermarckrop.cit., vol. i, p. 238.
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selling,cheapeningand chaffering,with all the superlativemastery
the
of horse-copers
of depreciationand the reverseso characteristic
world over; The majority of the horseswere poor-looking enough,
but lookswere no very safecriterionin this case,and many an animal
that would have excited derisionat Tattersall'smight be capableof
carrying you mile after mile from dawn to dark on food that an
English horsewould not touch, and of passingthe night patiently
and unharmedin pelting rain or with the thermometerbelow zero,
Fahrenheit.With knowledgeand patiencevery good bargainsmight
being a long price for a saddlebe picked up, 2oo roubies(t
")
horse. Perhapsa majority of the horsesat the Fair were brought in
many an exciting
by the Karanogais,Iwho affordedthe spectators
scene-cutting out, lassoing,throwing, and mounting bare-backed
animalsthat had neverbeforebeenridden-feats in which they could
probably hold their own with any cow-boy alive.
On the rrth of June I left Vladikavkaz,whither I had gone to
transactbusinesswith lawyersand Governmentofficials,by train at
7 p.m. and had to wait threehoursat Beslanjunction, 20 verstsaway.
This wasnot unusual,the trains from the north being almostinvariably late, and, as Ourousbi and Nitabukh were with me and the
buffet notoriouslya good one, we dined and smokedand talked oil,
brigands,and such-likethingsand peoplein perfectgood humour all
the time of waiting. When the train did arriveI found Mr. Spiessin
'SpiessPetroleum
it (originatorof 'Spiess,Stucken',afterwardsthe
Co.') coming from Moscow,and talked with him, mostly, till we
reachedGroznyat I.3o a.m.That morning (June rzth), by previous
arrangement,I drove out with Ourousbi,Nitabukh, and a prince
Taimisheffz to land owned by the last namedand his family some
zo milesENE. of Grozny. We had threeriflesbesidesrevolversand
hinjals,betweenus, the country being'doubtful'. lfere, on a steeP
hill-side thickly coveredwith oak-scrub,thorn, and other bushes,
lush with bindweed,we saw at about 5o feet abovethe river-level a
There
naphtha-spring
which had recentlygushedout spontaneously.
t A small tribe of Mussulman nomadsinhabiting the Steppesome way north of the
Terek, betweenMozdok and Kizliar. With the rest of the Nogais thel' istlt. from the
Blue Horde, which soughtthe protectionof Russiaafter Ivan IV's captureof Astrakhan
'the Nogais,utterly ruined, are literally
in r 554. Samourskyin Daghestanrp. I 45, says:
2
dying out.'
Or Taimazoff; seevol. ii, pp. 186, zol.
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were a feu'reeds near by on a moist patch where, rather incongruously, 'noon-day nightingales' sang lustily under the blazing June
sun; many old and disusedoil-wells were visible around us and in one
place men were digging and preparing asphalte. Fronting us, to the
north, \ 'asthe Terek, a mile awali to our right, at trn'icethat distance,
the Argoun, just about to join it. Slight as our elevation was, the
flatnessof the -plain beyond the Terek made the view in that direction
seem endless. On the river itself, to right and to left were Cossack
stanitsas,famous in song and in story.
We moved up alittle, and at the prince's order a bucket waslowered
into an oil-well rather more than r oo feet deep and came up brimming
with good-quality naphtha. Someway farther on blacker and thicker
oil was baled for us from r 5 feet, out of one of the abandonedwells.
Ali questionshaving been put and answersnoted, we drove on
another mile eastrvard,to a hot-water spring where two Kabarddn
gentlen-ren,
u'ell dressed,u'ell armed, f"om the Baksan,were boiling
eggs in the u'ater as it bubbled out of the ground. This water was
potableu'hen cool,s'ith oniv a slight tasreoisr.rlphur. Near by were
somenative baths,a'cure' establishment,
primitive but practicaland
of unknorvn antiquity.I Having finishedour inspectionand lunched
off the good things u'e had taken w'ith us from Grozny, we drove on
to Prince Taimdsheff's farm-house, and later, having bidden him
good-bye there, to the Tchetchen aoul of Oumakhan-yourt, where
we rested and drank tea till midnight; then on again to the station of
Goudermess,where we took train at r.5o a.m. (June r3th) to the
town of Khasaf-yourt, 25 versts nearer to Petrovsk, getting to bed
in a very third-rate hostelry at about 4 o'clock in the morning. For
somereasonunknon'n the trains in theseparts nearly alwaysmanaged
to leave or arrive at the places we had to start from or stop at with
the leastpossibleregard tt our personalcomfort. Broken nights were
almost inevitable and made disagreeablebeginnings and endings to
journeys that, however delightful, were, to say the least of it, rough
and, sometimes,as on this occasion,painful.
\\te had now changedfrom a 'doubtful' country to one that was
distinctly 'dangerous'. We had beenjoined at Khasaf-yourt by another Hebrew land-broker, Mr. Feldmann, his servant-a Mountain
t Peter the Great in t7 17 scnt the academicianShoberto examine and report upon
the waters. See Mr.iller's Sammlunp RussischerGeschichte,Band iv.
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Jen-xn6 a fine brack-beardedrchetchen, trtestarshin or ar.,"ig_
aoukh,our 6rst stopping-prace,
who camewith usby orderof another
Kournuik prince,-i pattnet with Nitabukrr ana'Ferdmann
in yet
another newly discoveredoil-fierd to inspect
*iri.i, *rr;#j;;i;;
our presentexcursion.we werethusa ruth., numerous
party and arl
bristling with weaponsof offenceor defence.Th;;;
L.ing'r"a metailed
road somepart of the way we started;r
p1r.t"n .ra
irfi)the latterjust two pair of wheerstar apart#th
"
doubre_seated
pranks,
the passengers
sat back to back betw..n th.-. frtdi;;
:l-rhi.h
horseswere to be ready for us farther on.
we cameaftera time to the Aktash (white-stone)
river at a bend
a little abovethe ruins of ynezap"rli
of many
r-r9rt-;ffirir.,),
notablememories,and foilowedon up ih.'r.ft
br,;k;; Akeh_r;;kii,
where the sala-sujoins the Aktash, a distan;';rr;;.,her
of about
r 5 mites. Someway short of this we had b.;;
;;;;ht in a violent
thunderstormaccompT]:g by.1dg*npour of
,rin sl heavythat, in
no time, the road,here not m'etaued,
#n, u r.;;i;;,
and the con_
fluent sala-suoverflowingits bankr..w. hrd;
;h;;;;r., not only to
halt at Aktash-aoukh,bul to spendtt. nilirt',ir.rf'*irt
our fri-end
the starshinti,luckily il.J.,rI'pleasant q_uarters.
The house,standing with otherson.i cliff high abov. tl.
riv.rsf *rr, *, usuarin
Tchetchnia,exceptin th9 motirtains,built or**iuth
-smeared
beamedand
rafteredceiling and with walls painted rather
than
inside
with the finestand whitest cray. stowed o" a..f
,nerveswere soft
wool mattresses,
hy.S:featherpillo*r, D"gh.rtrn 5rri.,r,
and homemadepalliasses
carpels).'
Agui,r'st
th;';;5'*.re
^(pileless
tin_lined
lgpp.t dishes,flat, circuht,-rnd as riuch as two
, half feet in
diameter;alsowater-jugsof brasstwo f..t hijh.- "na
ooiria., the scene
wasa busyoneand wonderfuflypicturesqu..fto-.o,
*ho heremade
no pretenceat hiding their faiiry goodJiokirti;;
cameup from
the river with these..huge
jars on ihEi, backs;
of the metchet
stooda portly moulltiweiring a red,fez; uol "i?rr.'J"],
rirr*ur"irost varied and
attractiveon the many flat roofs. H.te.*.r.
;t;'of
grasswith
goatsand sheepbrowsing;tail onion-patches
go;;ilseed; children
t so calledbv the Russians,
ignoring-as we do-sometimes-itsFrench
derivation
frompailler'straw'. Dr. Georf
, polas,.
uses
1ii.oa-|., ,iriii"g of Khevsouria,
the
"bei
form
"Schroder,
rotenauttus
den c'n'i"uio,
St,.ct .i-ui,J
Verlag,
{::;;!:;
,;:i
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playing; an old womanweavinga carpet. On the ground anotherold
woman, bare legged,trampled clay to fit it for daubing the walls,
while men stoodidly by-one moreof thosemany incidentsshowing
the relativepositionsof the sexes,which I shatlhaveto recordfrom
time to time, incidentswhich must alwaysbe deplored,but which
havea definiteorigin in the history of the peopleand, therefore,to
someextent, an excuse.I As a backgroundto all this rose,near at
hand, great undulatingslopeson which fieldsand woodsalternated,
with the rushing riversat their feet and mountains,dimly seen,beyond-a rich country that shouldbe a happy one. In my note-book
I find:'It wouldn't take much to make a decent peopleof the
Tchetchens,but, at present,brigandage,blood-feuds,dirt, and lazinessreign supreme,and the Russianadministrationis too corrupt to
do much good.'
It was soonwhisperedthat therewere actuallythree well-known
abrefrs
in the aoul. Our hostand Soulai,formerlystarshinri
of Dilim,
who accompanied
us as a bodyguard,Feldmannand his servant,
Nitabukhand mvseifn'ereall n'roreor lessuneasy,
thoughI happened
to havesucha rackingheadache
that night that evenbrigandsfailed
to interestme seriously.Ourousbiwasunusuallysilent,but kept, I
noticed,his rifle ready. Our host, I found later, was on guard all
nighl and when, gaspingfor a breathof freshair in the early mornilg, I tried to open the door I found the MountainJew proneacross
the threshold.The idea was that others of a band mielit be within
call, while in a considerable
aoul suchas this there*ould alwavsbe
severalbad or merelyadventurous
spiritsreadyto back them up and
sh-ar-e
the plunder; and we were obviously,from the'brigand'point
of view,worth attacking,though armsand numbersmight giveihem
paus,e.Nothing !lpp.n.d, however,andin the morning (June r+th)
we drove on to Yourt-aoukh,where the Sala-sucomesround in a
sharpbend from the east,a distanceof only z or 3 miles,and there
got our horses.This aoulwasa pleasantsight,beinghalf srnothered
in
walnut and mulberry trees. Nlounting,we rode on to an oil-well on
the bank of the Sala-suand drew a bucketful from a depth of r 5 or
I F o r o t h e r i n s t a n c esse ev o l . i r p p . 9 3 - 5 , v o l . i i , p p . 5 5 r 6 6 1 7 z ; a n d c f . f u I a c a u l a y ' s
account of the positionof women in the Highlands (11rrr.,chap.iii), which is confirmed
by. Canon Macleod in The Island Clans during 9ix Centuries,Inverness,rg3r, p.
+2.
The two casesseemto offer a singularly closeparallel.
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zo feet, aftera man had beendown the well, the sidesof which w.ere
wattled,and removedand sentup successivel/,
first large stonesand
then a huge woodenlid and someflat cross-beams,
all of which were
thereby way of precautionagainsttheft of the naphtha,which was
prizedasa remedyagainstrheumatism,and,takeninternaily,against
consumption. I myselflet down an empty wine-bottleby a string,
and brought it up full, corked and sealedit. Later, on analysis,it
proved to be naphthaof unusuallygood quality. Remounting,we
rode on to Dilim, wheremore nativesjoined us,all in greateror less
degreeinterestedin the oil venture,and on nearlyto Gounee. Crossing the river again,now very smalland with banksof slimy mud, my
horsefounderedand off I came,to be helpedup, nonethe n'orsefor
a very thorough mud-bath.
Possiblythe saddlehad somethingto do with it. I had not yet
learnt wisdomin mattersof saddlery,for my only rough riding so
far had beenin Peru,and to the nativesaddlethere,though I seldom
usedone,it was not difficult to accustomoneself.I wasyoung, too,
in thosed1ys. on this occasionI soonmadethe unpleasant
discovery
that a Tchetchensaddlewith high bow and cantlaon a sorry steed
gavepromiseof untold, untellablemisery,a promiseabundantlyfutfilled. But one lessonwasenough. I took good carein future never
to be without an English,or at leastEuropean,saddle.
At our farthestpoint we found a small and very primitive Persian
naphtharefinery,with a supply of oil which, though slight, seemed
promising. But my friendsin Russiaand in Englandpreferred,after
readingmy report,to put their moneyinto lessremotedistricts,and
what, if anything,wxs afterwardsdoneto developthesepropertiesI
neverheard.
Nearing Yourt-aoukhon the way back I stoppedto take a photograph of a pretty girl of twelveor so,standingon a roof in an onionpatch. Almostimmediatelya fierce-lookingbeardedman rushedout
and expressedthe gravestanxiety lest I should have castan evil eye
-through the lens-on his child! My companionsmanagedto reassurehim, but one of our drivers,an Armenian, then told us in
perfect good faith that he had lost two horseslately from this cause,
'otherwisef, also,shouldbe driving
a phaeton,insteadof droghi!'r
' Re fearof the cameraseeGoldenBoughrabridgeded.rrgz5rp. r93:
and Dr. Hamilton Rice's paper in Jaurnal R.G..t., Apr. r928, p. 352.
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f noticedTchetchenboys shootingclay-bulletsfrom a smallbow
with tivo stringsand a leathercup between.rAlso a littie girl wearing
handsomesilverornaments.
Having reachedKhasaf-yourtagainin safetywe $'eretaking tea
in the hotel when we hearda commotionin the streetjust below us,
and looking out saw an ar&a drawn by two oxen, in rvhich upon
strawlay a man with headand faceterribly battered. It turned out
that three days previouslythis fellow, a Koumuik, had inveigleda
Kltokhol(Little Russian)shepherd,servinga rich farmer, Mezentseff
by name,out of a villageto somedistanceand had then whippedout
a revolverand 'held him up '. The Khofr.ltol
slowly got at his money
and, scratchinghis headthoughtfully, handedit to the robber; but
when the latter,off his guard for the moment,begancountingit, his
would-bevictim struckhim down suddenlywith his iron-shodcrook
and proceededto beat him nearly to death. He was now being
broughtin to the prisonhospitalwith little if any chanceof recovery.
But that wasnot all. \\-e next learnedthat only yesterday
N{ezentseff
himselfand an unfortunateGovernmentsurveyor,Voloshin,who
chancedto be s'ith him, had beenattackedand killed and the farm
and farm-stocklooted. Baron Ungern-Sternberg,
Governorof the
district,had gone in pursuit with a squadronof mountedpolice;
' but', saidour informant,'what 's the good
of that I They won't catch
them,' and, for all I know to the contrary, they never did. What
interestedus most,hou'ever,wasthe fact that our own immunity was
attributedto the fact that so many valiant'adventurers'hadbeen
busily engagedelseu'here
! Mezentseff'sfarm, it is true, was some
65 miles awalt nearthe Caspian,but 65 milesand more wasa day's
ride only to Tchetchenor Ingooshrobbers.2A similarattack,though
without lossof life, rn'ithinr o milesof Khasaf-yourtin November
r 9 r r wasattributedtoZelim-khan,mostfamousof Caucasian
brigands,
t I have since seen very similar bows from much farther afield in the Pitt-Rivers
Collection, Oxford; and Tchakh Akhreeyeff describedsomethingsirnilar, but shooting
leaden bullets, as in use among the Tchetchens up to the introduction of fire-arms.
'Tchetchen popularTales',
Gor., vol, iv, p. r4 z. Slingswere in actual usein the early
years of the nineteenthcentury in Digoria and elsewhere.\\'eidenbaum, 'Use of stone
and metals, &c.' Izaiestia KavkazskaztoOtdiela, I.R.G.O., vol. ir', p. r38r henceforth referred to as .Izz.
2 Lutf Ali Khan rode
95 miles in r3 hours on his horse Karran. Chodzko,
Specimenl,&c.,
p. 4zorand seeSuppl.Note, p. 145.
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whoseband on that occasionnumberedfrom fifty to sixty men, and
drove off two-scorehead of horned cattle and iight horses. 'The
pursuit of the banditsgaveno results',saidthe loca-inewspaperfrom
which I take the account.r
we startedfor the stationthat night at 3 a.m. in pouring rain.
soon afterwards,feeling somethinghard at the back of the calriage,
I po, in. my hand and drew out a Berdanrifle. I inquired of ih.
driver what it meant,and_he,poor fellow,a Russian,saii, shrugging
one shoulder:'well, I shallhaveto return alone'-half a mile oiioj
'and f fearto losemy
horses.'
r5th) 1t 5-.30a.m.wereached
Grozny,where
- -Nextpgrnin_g_(June
Messrs.spiess,Maresch,and culbertson(an oil-well sinkerbf note)
joined gsandwe$/enton togetherto siernovodsk('sulphur waters,),
where,leaving the train, we drove to 'Wolf's Gate'r-alr.adymentioned,
in.rpj:ted oil claims. Returning to the railway, l,Iiiabukh,
Td
ourousbi, and I droveon to siieptsovskayistanitsaandlafter a shori
rest,-onagai,nto otheroil-land,wherewe spentmuchtime endeavouring from a blue-print to identify certainplot, that were then in the
market. Eventually we took the train at Karaboulakat B p.m. and
reachedVladikavkazat r r in a deluge-ofrain; and if this journey
asI haver,vrittenit failsto give an ideaof somethingfairly exhausting
the fault must be mine.
one amusingepisodeoccurredwhen we were restingin the open
.
betweenKaraboulakstanitsaand
therailway. Atelyiga camepasrus
driven by a small boy and filled with a bevy of cossi'ckwomln and
some of them quite goodJooking. They stoppedand began
s-''ls_,_
chaffingand-laughing, especiallywith ourousbi, whosegallantfig",tre
evidently pleasedthem. But presently they realizeJ that I "had
turned the cameraon them; then, ind-eed,tirerewas a hullabaloo!
They shriekedat me, at ourousbi,at Nitabukh, all at onceand at the
top of their lusty voices;and meantimethosenearesthim cuffedand
pummelled the unfortunateboy and forced him to drive off at a
gallop. I had gonea little way backto focusthem and failedto catch
the meaning-ofit all. when r madeinquiry ourousbi shruggedhis
shoulders
and said:'why, they wantedto be paid ! so I offeril them
zo kopehs
(5/.) but they demandeda rouile,)whole rouele/' said I:
r For Zelim-khan's other, more notable
exploitsand death see Suppl. Note, zelimlhanrvoL ii, p. 9o.
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'Well, why not ? I'd havegiventhem a roubleeacltifnecessary
!' 'A
was
rouble each!' and Ourousbi'sfaceof dismayand astonishment
a sight worth seeing. 'Why, Ivdn Iv6novitch,for a rouble eachfor a roubleeach-for. . . well', with suddenconfusion. . .'oh, let's
go on!'
I left Vladikavkazeither that night or the next and went straight
to St. Petersburg,whereI must havearrived,I think, on June r 8th.
SupprBrrrNTARy
Norr. Mount Casius. There are, or were, two
elevationsso called,both at the easternextremity of the Mediterraneanand not very far apart, the duplicationof the name arising
from the fact that on eachin classictimes stooda shrineor temple
Ceraudedicatedto one and the samedeity-Zeus Casius(Kdoro5),
nius; later,Jupiter Ammon. Of the one we readt that'the real
boundaryof Egypt and Syriais a sanddune of no greatheightPompev rn'askilled at its foot'. His tomb rvason its westernflank
and near DY \\'as
. tliat serbonianbog
Bett'ixt Ddniata and Mount Casiusold
try'/terearnies wlta/e /zav-esunk.'
Milton, P.L. ii. 5gz.

Of the other, GeneralChesney2 tells us that it risesabruptly from
the seaat the westernextremityof the bay of Antioch, asa culminating peak of 5,3r8 feet,'very differentfrom the height implied in
Pliny's remark that a spectatoron the mountain,by simpiy turning
his headfrom left to right could seeboth day and night.' Julian the
Apostatetellsus holv u'henhasteningfrom the templeof ZeusCasius
to do honour to the Sun God, Apollo, at his shrinein the Daphne
suburb of Antioch, on the day of his yearly festival,he found, to
his great astonishment,
insteadof the looked-for procession,'u'ith
beastsof sacrifice,libations,choruses
in honour of the God, incense,
and the youthsof the city their soulsadornedwith all holinessand
attiredin white and splendidraiment',one solitarypriest
themselves
with a singlegooseas offering.r Julian'sdeathin battle took place
I Comm.on Herodotus,
vol. i, p. 16r (How and Wells).
2 Euphrates
and Tigris, r85o, vol. i, p. 386.
g Vasiliev, 0?. c;t., vol. i, p.
94, quoting Juliani Opera,ii, p. 467i Wright, ii,
48i-9.
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sonre rnonthslater,.but, evidently,'the Galilean'had then alreadv
conqr,rered!
Pocock in his Traaels I relates how from the eastern point of
Cyprrushe saw plainly 'Mount Cassiusnear Antioch'.
I take the following from Petrie.2 'Bingham, the learned author of

rhlprlsines Ecclesiasticae,in
his vllth Book, chap. ii, which treats
" of the severalsorts of Monks and their ways- of living in the
Church." " Sect. z-The first called Anchoretq 'Avcx.prlicri" . . .
[writes]: Someof theselived in caves-cvon4tcior5-asChrvsostom
(Hom. 17,ad. Pop. Antioch,p. zr5) saysthe monksof Mt. Casius,
nearAntioch, did . . .'
chrysost-omwasveneratedin the caucasusfor his sufferings
. that
in the serviceof christ Jesuswould appear
from the fact that it
-church
Doushet,on the Georgian road, in the
of st. Irlicholas,is a
icon
in
form
of
a
cross,l""ing
in
the
middle
panel St. Gregory
!Tg:
Nazianzene,abovehim the Lord God of Sabaoth,st. Peter bel,ow;
on.oneyng Basilthe Great, on the other st. John chrysoston,as an
exileat Pitsounda,on the CaucasianBlack Sei coast.:
In that-very
_excellentwork, Le grand Larousse(r86fl I find
a geographical'howler'so
remarkableasto be worth citing:'casius
Mons,_montagnecdlbbredansl'antiquitd . . . c'dtait aorii l. nod'un fleuve,l'Amour ou le Samur actuel d'aprbs Mannert, fleuve
qui sejette dansI'OcdanPacifiqueau S. de Derbend.'
I find in ProfessorWainwright's article 'Letopolis',
J.E,A.,
xviii, p. 169:
'zeus casius
acceptedHadrian's sacrificeon the summit of his
holy mountain by a stroke of lightning, which took not only the
victim but the priest also.'
t Pinkerton's
tr/oyages,
&c., r8r r, vol.x, p, 58r.
2 GeorgePetrie,TheEeclesiastical
'trchitictureof Irelandr&c'znd ed., fi45rp.422,
I Iosseliani,
Zap.rvol.v, art.'Doushet',p. 3r.
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and reached
TN the auturnnI paid anothervisit to the Caucasus
Grozny
on
the
night
of
October
direct
from
St.
Petersburg.
3rd
I
I Nearing Armavir,I jotted down:' Steppes
on both sidesburnt up,
all dull yeliowor at besta greenishgrey and that only in places.Not
a flower to be seenwith the solitary exceptionof a bloom here and
there on the tough u'ild succory. Kourgansshow the sweepof the
scythe,the grassgro\\rsr,r'ellover the dead-there are buried Caesars
here,or Attilas,rnay be. \\-herethe maizehasbeenharvested
some
stalksarestillstanding,u'hose
rrrggedleaves
streamout like the battletorn sailsof a frigatefrom the stumpsof her shatteredmasts.Stilt
more desolate
are the blackenedsunflorn,er
stalks,their glory gone,
their seedless
diskslike burnt-our u'orlds. Northwardsa coupleof
rnilesaway a long ridge of lon' hills showsyet more dull and bare
than the lowland,their irregularfoldsmarkedby the dark linesof the
gullieswashedout bv the rains and crosseddiagonallyby the thin
yellowribbon of a road,abovewhich a columnoidust rho*r wherea
tarantassor tely?ga,ox-u'ain or troop of beasts,descendsinto the
plain. At their foot a fringe of silvery willows here and there tells
that they form one bank of a river, but from the train no water is
visible; all is dry, parchede\ren,and one enviesthe greathawksand
eaglesfloating and flappinglazily overhead,in searchof prey, for a
few strokesof their pon'erful u,ings can take them vr,'ithinsight of
running water, a few more u,ithin reachof it !
'In places,as journey
we
on, \.\/eseea stretchof plough on which
oxen and buffaloesstrain beforetheir furrows. Haystacks,round,
with conicaltops, looking smallerthan they really are in the vast
expanse,standscatteredabroadin scoresand in hundreds.Hobbled
horsesjr*p a pace or two and again crop the withered herbs. No
hedge or ditch, no visible division of any kind existsexcept the
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single furrows that show where one man's land ends and another''s
b e g i n s. . . '

Next day I met various'oil'peopleof more or lessimportance,
including an Arnerican,McGarvie, who, poor fellou', was subsequently murderedby natives. On the 5th I rode with Parkerto the
oil-fieldsand lunchedwith Culbertson,who took us to well I{o. 45,
of his boring,belongingto a BelgianCompany.It had'fountained'
on Septemberr 3th, at a depthof 623 feet,giving 2,5oo,ooopoods
of oil in three and a half days,and r,vrrs
still yielding r 5,ooo poods
daily without baling. The rush of oil had sn-rashed
the derrick to
pieces,as alsoa heavy pump, hurling the iatter high in air. On the
other hand I saw a long fid of sandthe diameterof the bore-r6
inches-which had beenthrown out and had comedown unbroken,
though now quite friable. Altogether, thousandsof tons of sand
werethrown up with the oil,andit wasinterestingtoseethe combined
effect of thesetwo agents,working at high speed,on the hardest
materials.Timbers, r z inchesthick, were sawnin two in r 5 minutes,
though sheathed
in iron, and a pointedtool of temperedsteel,standing in the shed,worn by the passingstreamof oil and sandfrom one
and one-quarterinch to a knife-edgein three days. Stoneswerc
thrown a thousandfeet in air.
I rode more than 3o miles that day on a shockinglybad saddle,
though not a native one,and that evening,dining at Maresch's,his
little girl shriekedwith laughter when, betweenthe soup and the
fish, I had to beg for a cushionto sit upon ! Next morning Parker
and I were up at 4 o'clock to catchthe train to Vladikavkaz,rn'hence
he went on to Tiflis and I, after visitsto variousofficialsand larvyers,
found that I had at leastthree daysof enforcedidlenessbeforeme,
so far as business
wasconcerned,whiie waiting for documentsfrom
St. Petersburg.
Irfow, it so happenedthat Ourousbi had a nephern',Salan'ron
by
name,a lad of twenty,servingasunder-porterat the H6tel de France,
and when I spoketo him and inquiredafterhis unclehe sprangupon
me,'Why not let me take you to him, Iv6n Iv6novitch? It is not far
and he would be very glad to seeyou; you couldshoottour andstags,
and mountain-turkeys,
and,who knoi,vsi perhapsa bear!' I had long
sincegiven up shooting,but without making vowson the subject.If
somethingin that line happenedto attrac me it was still quite
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possiblethat I might try whetherhand and eye had lost their cunning. As a matter of fact I never did shootagain,and sport is the
one thing, or one of the things, that rny readersmust not expect
to find in thesepages,unlessvicariously. But the idea of taking
Ourousbi by surprisein his mountain-fastness
pleasedme greatly,
and the necessary
arrangements
were soonmade. His homewas at
Sanib6(+,7Sgft.) an aoul some3o versts(zo miles)ltrNw. of Vladikavkaz in the valley of the Kavri-don-a small tributary of the
Ganal-don which flowsto the Ghizel-don,and that into the Terekand not much more than 6 miles, as the crow flies, due west of the
Georgian road from the picturesquevillage of Tchmee, 2 versts
south of which a bridle-path led up the Vorovsfraya
Balrta(Robber's
Gully) of the Souargomtorrent, celebratedfor the archaeological
treasnres
found there,Iand overthe Khiakh pass(6,73+ft.) to Sanib6,
with a riseof 3,698feetand a drop of, roughlft 2,ooo feet.
Another bridle-pathleft the road a little short of Balta, the first
on the \1'ayto Tiflis, and by a lower pass(c. 5,3ooft.l)
post-station
reacliedthe Ganal-donnearitsjr.rnction
u'ith the Ghizel-don,B miles
bv road belorvSanib6.The onh' road or track,a rough one,availfor wheeledtraffic,led from Vladikavkr, *.rt*rid to Ghizel"bl.
aoul,then nearlydue north and up the river gorgesto Sanib6.There
were thus three routesto choosefrom, and I decidedto go one way
and come back anotherin order to seeas much of the country as
possible;and I electedto begin with the drive, so as to have the
pleasureof Ourousbi'scompanyriding back by one or other of the
alternateroutesat his choice. Salarnonundertook to find a pairhorsepovozkawhile I laid in a smallstockof provisions.I alsosucceededin borrowing an English saddle,much the worse for wear
from a friendly old Ossetinewith lvhom I had
but still serviceable,
in the hotel. Salanroncame back with news
scrapedacquaintance
that the poaozkawould be round in ten minutes'time, and begged
permissionto employ that interl'al in donning his native costume.
This I gavewillingly, but u'ashardly preparedfor the result. My
guideand companionto be madehis appearance
a little shamefacedly
just as the horsesdrove up, resplendentin a tcherkesha
of brightest
chocolate-colourwith gazerei (cartridge cases,acrossthe breast)of
silver gilt, a l,eiltmetof paleblue silk, a gorgeouslypommelled kinjal,
t SeeAppendixA.
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alsogilt, a tali papahlza(sheepskinhat) white and woolly,a bas/tlyfr,
and a bourha.rIt nearly took my breathawali but though a good
deal overdoneit was the native dressright enough and very much
more to my liking than the under-porter'suniform reminiscentof
Parisand Berlin for in'hichit had been exchanged.Salamon'sown
satisfaction,
in any case,wasevident,and I wasnot going to dashit
by eventhe slightesthint at disapproval.
We drovefirst (Oct. 8th) to Ghizelacross
the plain,then,painfully,
up the widespreadriver-shingles
overwhich the waterflolvedrapidly
in two or threechannels
of moderaternidthbut fairly deep,for, crossing them, we were twice up to the seatof the povozfruin r.r'ater,
I
gettingvery wet, while our huge loaf of breadbroke adrifi and u'ent
floating away downstreambeyondrecovery.We met rnanyfriendly
Ossetines
on the way, including one of Ourousbi'sbrothers,and all
seemedgenuinelypleasedthat I lvasgoing to Sanib6.The scenery
\,vasvery fine; at first well-woodedfoot-hills-cretaceous-but rising
ever higher to the limestonerange,forest-covered
exceptwhere the
cliffsrosesheerfrom the valleyor nearlyso,the stratification,
asusual
with this formation,contributinggreatly to the effect.Wide ledges
slopedupwardsat an angleof 45o, bearingtrees,mainly beeches,
in
all the glory of their autumn colouring;the gorge narrolveduntil
therewasbarelyroom fbr roadand river, but 5 verstsshortof Sanibi
the limestones
gaveway to clay-slates
and schists,
the countryopened
out, treesdisappeared,
and a great snolvy ridge can-reinto vien' at
the baseof Kazbek. Soon$re camethrough Lorver to neighbouring Upper Sanib6,a picturesquemedleyof \ /ater-mills,tor,r'ers,
l-raystacks,and houses,
of womenworking and men loafing,of horsesand
donkeys,ducks,geese,and children,many of the last-namedrn'ith
lovelyvelvetyeyes,and personsnot abnormallydirty. The Starsltind,
who had met me oncein Vladikavkaz,wasthe first to recognizeme
and calledout to Ourousbi-who was about to succeedhirn in that
sffigg-'There's IvdnIvdnovitch!'JustthenHatoo,a miglrtyhunter,
clothedall in ragsbut a fine tali fellow,cameswinging along downhill from the uppervillage,on his way to spenda weekwith friends
elsewhere.The moment it was suggestedthat lv6n Iv6n ovitch nutt
shoot^ tzur he abandonedhis journey and turned back with us to
Sanib6. Accordingto him tzur weteplentiful, asalsorn'eredeer and
I Seedescriptionof the Circassiandress,pp. rz5-8,
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the great megaloperdix. Arrived at ourousbi's house we arranged
plans for the morro\\', made a light rreal-at m\r particular requesland turned in early. The housesin Sanib.iu,eri tn,-rchlike the Tchetchen sofrlias,but ourousbi had paper on his nalls, frarned photographs of friends, books, pictures, a bedstead,Vienna chaiis, and
other nrticles. on this occasionthe ladiesof the housedid not appear.
I learned that the Ingoosheehad driven off five bullocks belonging
to Sanib6,including two of ourousbi's, and four from Lower sanili
yesterday.They were out to bring in hay on sledgesand were srolen
at night. Few of the men here could speak Rusiian. The majority
were, nominally at least, of the Orthodox Faith, tiut some were
Mussulmans.There was no metchet,butawell-builtorthodox church,
and closeby one of the ancient octagonaltombs with, alongsideit, a
quite-modern_upright Muhammadan tombstorregarishly decorated
in colours. There were other old tombs, r.ctangular in ihape, and,
looking through the r.rsr,ral
openings, I saw in some of thern^rowsof
bones and skr.rils,in others nrunrnrifiedbodies laid close together.
These buildings u'ere about 6 feet r',.ideinside by r z feetin Gngth.
some had t*'o tiers abo'e sround *'ith boner oi bodi.s on all tf,ree
levels.These u'ere said to have belonged to a former unknown race,
but others n'ere admittedly Ossetine.and in theseI noticed bottles
and jars once fillecl, ourousbi told me, with water lest the dead
should crave drink in vain. These tombs, though not ancient,
belonged, likewise, to the past, for the dead were now buried.
day (.Oct. 9th) u'e it,rrted early-Ourousbi, I, Tchernyavsky
. T:t,
(a friendly, simpie-n-rindedRussianso devoted to sport that he wis
content to settle down for life in this Ossetinevillage), Flatoo, the
ragged, grey-bearded Zarabee,and Murza, all three noted hunters.
Salamon,too, was there,though not 'in all his glory'-2pd riding up
nearly to the source of the Kavri-don \nrecame to a semicircle of
black, rocky mountains lvith snou' upon them u,herever it could
lodge. Looking northw'ard do*'n the valley Sanib6 lay visible in an
irregular hollow backed bv the turf-covered limestones, with, in
places,a good deal of birch-icrub in i,r'hichdeer rn,eresaid to harbour.
Far in the distancea hill was visible, near Darg-kokh. \\'e slept that
night-or tried to-in a small ."u., ,r.'.rnring" *'ith fleas,
n.*t
day{Oct. roth) startedon foot at 2 A.m.,and rlfteran easy"nh
climbof
one hour lay down in wet grassto u'ait for dawn. we u'ere apparently
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on a terminal norainc, strewn vrith innumerable bouldersunder
which, how far downhill we could not determine,went the glacier
that fed the Kavri-don. It waspossiblya casesuchasDr. Freshfield
speaksof asoccurringabovethe Dykh-su Karaoulkaand not rarely
in the Arctic regions,wheremany of the glaciersin their retreathave
left behind them buried tractsof ice, protectedfrom dissolutionby
rocky debris.' The vegetationconsistedmainly of clumps of lowgrowing rhododendron,a white-floweredspeciesas one lingering
blossomtold me. The snowyridge roseaboveus to the south,and on
it Orion stoodupright in all his glory. Northward we lookeddown
the narrowvalleyof the Kavri-don,flankedby mighty brown ridges
abovewhich on our left shoneCassiopeia,
on our right the Bear,while
down the centre,overheadbut incliningslightlyto the west,streamed
the MilkyWay-all theseglowingin unimaginablesplendour.f have
never anywhere, before or since, seen the major constellationsso
majesticaily,so magnificentlyposedin relation io the landscape.
When leaving the aoul some colts startedto follow us; Ourousbi
drove them back and corralledthem. ' Surely', said I, 'there is no
dangerfrom the Ingoosheeherel' 'Not much, but there are fourleggedwolves!' It was still dark when we climbedhigher amongst
the bouldersto a point commandingat not more than one hundred
yard's distancea favourite trail of the tour. While seatedthere a
negaloperdixsweptdown so closeoverheadthat my cap was stirred
by the beat of his wings. A little later, when the sun had risen, a
cgley of black game passednear by, then a fox cameright up to
Tchernyavsky,haltedabruptly,stareda momentor two and slipped
silentlyaway,just as four tour camein sight out of rangeon our left.
They disappeared
behind bouldersand when next seenwere on the
other side of the moraine,far away. Thrice before dawn a veil of
white mist had crept up the valley,almostreachingus,but eachtime
had retreatedat a breath of air from the snow-fieldsaboveus, r,r,ithdrawn asit seemedby invisiblehands.
At our highestpoint there was evidentlystill a fine flora, but all
was now withered. In the creviceof the rocks grew a plant which
I took to be a holly-fern, but yeliowed and with a white edge.
Ourousbisaidthat if you crushedit and rubbed your eyeswith the
t The Explorationof the Caucasus,
by DouglasW. Freshfield,London, rgoz_
hereafterreferredto asExploration-vol.i. tS+, vol. ii. 258, and seeplst, p. r36.
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juice they rvould smart terribly, rnfiich I believed,but afterwardsthe
sight u'ould be much inrproved,rn'hichI doubted.
\\-e sarvno nrore ganri of any kind, and my companionswere all
more or less ciisappointed,chiefly, I think, on my-account; but I
had drunk deep of the beauty of the night and of the mountains,
and their commiseration,though kind, was, unknon,n to them, completely out of place.
!.r:h things, however, are bestleft unexplained.
I smiled and thanked them.
The river, in which trout rn'ereplentiful, ran babbling through
sa{bi village, supplying numerous duck-ponds on the way throu}h
artificial channels. Lower down, the streim turned the turbines"of
many small flour-mills-throughout the mountains each household
had its own, some all of stone,others of wood or of wattle and daub.t
very similar but even ruder mills excited Walter Scott's curiositv
and interestin the ShetlandIslands. He rn,rites:'There is certainlv
something verv extraordinary to a stranger in Zetland, corn-milli.
The v are of thc snrallestpossiblesize; the i'.'heel,uvhich
drives them is
horiiontal, and the cogs are turnei diagonally to the r,r,ater.The
beanritself standsupright and is insertedin a stonequern of the oldfashionedconstruction,rvhich it turns round, and thus performsits
duty . . . These rnills are thatched over in a little hovel, which has
much the air of a pigsty. There may be 5oo such mills on one island
not capable,any one of them, of grinding above a sackful of corn at
a time.'z Lord Bryce, having examinediome of the Kazbek watermills, exclaims:'Civilization in the Caucasiancountries has not got
so far as a windmill: at any rate we never saw one.' But, where fist' Klaproth coming from Kobi and
Lower Tchmee reachedSanibdon foot and thence
made, it seems_,
a-valiant attempt on Kazbek. As nearly as I can make out from his
he reacheda height ofabout 8,ooo feet, r"y
lsy1"r
3r15b feet abovesanib6, not quite
harf-way.upthe mou-ntain.-In his bo,'k (Reisi, &..ria1z, vol. i, pp. 6og-i7; theie is
an excellen_tdescription of an Ingo.sh water-miilr- which is thai'of the mountains
generally. It includesthe personalsratement:'I know of no other peoplewhich with
suctr-poormaterialsand so litde to help them has attainedso simply and'completelythe
end in view . . .' For more than cerrturv the prince of plagiaiiJtshas had'full iredit
for both the descriptionand this "generousappreciatio.rof tf,e Ingoosh achievement;
but they arecopiedword for word,iogcth"r *iih several,ror. p^g.r on the Inghooshee,
and much else,w_ithoutthe slightest-acknowledge-"nt, fro,n tf," ^nony-ou"s volume
I refer jo m_Lh-gTagebuchof
_rfpr, and shall q,iot" fro.n frequently thioughout these
pages. See Bibliography and Index.
__-2llqte, Note r- Il ihuq. ii of the wave-rley edition there is a drawing by
\1'. collins, R.A., of a Shetlandcorn-mill dating from his visit to the Islandsi" r?4i.
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running water is ever available,to rely upon capriciouswinds in
mountainvalleysand gorgeswould, surely,be the reverseof progressive!t
Nlostof the housesin Sanibdwere of stone,the flat roofsmadeof
little slates,though one or two had roofsof iron.
After lunch and a rest at Sanib6we rode off again at z o'clock,
crossed
the ridge,somefive or six hundredfeetup, to the Ganal-don,
the next river westward,and followed up on its left bank to the
glacier rn'hence
it issues.This we reachedat 5 o'clock-a rough ride
with more than one troublesomestone-shoot
to traverse,which we
did on foot, leadingour horses.The valley is very narror/ and shut
in, like its neighbourof the Kavri-don,by steepand lofty ridges. A
path comesover the easternridge from our yesterday'sshootingplace,but the descenton this westernsidewastoo dangerousto risk
the horseson. From this glacier-Maili-Kazbek is ascended.From
the right, a little higher, comesin the Kolka glacier,at the foot of
which occurs,in summerat least,an ice-freeridge of grassland,
rock,
and clearrunning water,which apparentlytunnelsunder the foot of
the Maili to issueasthe Ganal-don.zCloseto the glacier'send, at a
height of about7,6++feet (Merzbacher),is a hot sulphur-spring,
just
cool enough for drinking or bathing in, and not too unpleasantly
strongin tasteor smell. Somevery rough bathroomsand dwelling
huts, with wooden benchesto rest on, formed a primitive 'cure'
establishment.
We found no one there,but peoplewere saidto come
in summerto be curedof all kinds of disorders.It struck me, however,that over suchroadsand pathspatientsmust be fairly robust to
reach the baths alive! Ourousbi'sbrother,ill with Derbend fever
(from which I alsohad suffered),wasbrought to the sulphur spring,
but o1ly grew worse,and it waswith much difficulty that they carried
him back, unconscious,
in an improvisedhorse-litter.
The tour were wont to crosseitherjust below the glacieror above
its first ridge some 50 or 6o feet higher. We bivouacked here
shelteredby boulders,roseat 4 a.m. (Oct. r rth) to makecoffee,and,
after scramblingdown to the bed of the river and up again,at 6.3o
startedback for Sanibdthrough Upper Tmeni-kau, a picturesque
villageperchedhigh abovethe Ganal-don,with the usualtombs,of
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which one large one \\'ascranrrned*,ith human remains.The floors
were broken dor,r'nand all the poor mummiesand skeletonsheaped
ol: gn
_top9f another,a foot stickingout closeto the openingthrough
u'hich I took a photographwith little hope of success-.
Froin whai I
could gatherthe horrible conditionof this tomb rvasdue to the occurrerlceof plague-probably that mentionedby Klaproth in r 8og
-when the victimswere thrust pell-mellinto this and other ancient
tombswhich till then had remainedinviolatethrough the centuries.
soon after
feaving the glacier,when crossinga sriall side-stream,
ourousbi said:'I nearlycameto grief here! dne of our huntetshaj
fallen from the ridge oppositeand we camein searchof his body. It
waswinter and I cut steps_down
in the ice; but they froze overagain
and I slipped and-should have beenknocked to biis, but luckilyivas
broughtup py a boulder.' 'Did you find the bodyi, ,y.r, but not
then; in spring when the snow melted.' 'Do suchaccidents
often
happenl'-'Not oft-en,but in rB95
two
of
our
people
were
over)
whelmedby an avalanche.
leaving.sanib6the previousday, ourousbi,u,henI rodeup on his
reined i' and ciq. up on my other side,saying
l.-*'_iT.T.diately
' If I failed.
to give you the placeof honour
g...rt I shouli bi
"r "
l a u g h e da t !'
when up the hill that morning to catch the horses,closeto the
village,ourousbistartedtwelveof the big partridgeswhich ran some
way beforetaking *l-ng. rn winter, when-therno-*r are deepon the
Central range,thesebirds come down in numbersto the limestones
and are then easily_killed.Lately one was caught alive; frightened
by a hawk, it had hidden its hdd beneath ,ion., like anlstrich.
"
Bearskeep very-high up, closeunder the snows;
they do not hibernate;we are saidto havestartedone yesterdav.
At Tmeni-kau one seesvery well the line l"havealreadyspokenof
betweenthe so-calledBlack and white Mountainr-*.ri**rd away
to the ridge beyond otural on the Mamissonroad, and eastwardtL
b-eyond_Lars.and
throughthe Galgaihollowpastthe Table-mountain
(Mat-khokh).
Y_. talked much of our pioposed ride r from the
to_the
Black-sea through thesetiansversevalleysnorth of
9"rp]1n.
the Main chain, and finally down beyond Elbrousto SoukhoumKald-the wholeof which, rhr, *. n.u., succeeded
in doing.
' Seep. z6 ante.

A VISIT TO SAI{IBA

/)

Itlear Sanib6they sowedbarley,wheat,and oatsin rotation,and
the fourth year the ground lay fallow, to be dressedwith manure
beforethe next sowing. Maize was grown only on the plain. Beer
wasbrewedlocallyof barleyand wild hops;it wasslightly aperient.I
Speakingof marriagecustomsOurousbi enlargedon the burdensomekalim. A poor man could not marry on accountof the 5oo
roubles(dSo) wastedin this way, so carriedoff his bride in the old
fashion.,
Trinity Sunday-Sanibd(in GeorgianSameba)means'Trinity'
-was celebratedat a certainplaceon a hill abovethe village,with
eating,drinking, singing,and dancing.The pagansacrificeof cattle,
sheep,or goatscontinued;the rneatwaseatenand the hornswereset
up in honour of the gods, adornedwith bits of r.vhitewool round
which gold thread was twisted. This was the chief holiday here.
That of St. George fell in November. In both cases,no doubt,
heathenfestivalshad been transferredand adaptedto Christianity,
but the peculiarityin the Caucasus
wasthat in many parts,ashere,
a reversionhad taken place. Paganremainsin Christianityare well
known in many countriesand, indeed, are innumerable. l{ere
we had them in plenty; but, in addition, Christianremainsin full
paganism,which is much lesscommon. ft wasasthough St. Bridget,
for instance,had doffed her Christiancloakand becomeonce rnore
the heathengoddess.: St. George,who in one Ossetinestory has
two wives, and, in general,was far from contentwith that allowance, was said to have sojournedonce and again in this neighbourhood. Formerlywhen a drought occurredthe inhabitantsmade
a pilgrimageto the sourceof the Kavri-don,where they prayed for
rain. We shallhearmoreof all thesematterson subsequent
visitsto
Sanib6.
After a restand food we rodeon due eastoverthe Khiakh Passand
cameout on the Georgianroad aboveTchmee,wherewe found ourselvesenvelopedin mist and rain. Soonafterwardswe met a solitary
rider, an Ingooshpatrol; and after passingBaltaweresuddenlychal*
lengedby eight horsemen.It wasalreadydark and I wondered.. . . !
' Seevol. ii, p.
99.
2 For abductionseevol. i, p. z6 and vol. ii, pp. 2zr-+, {or Aalim Ourousbi's own
5,
case,vol. irp.267. The money was not all wasted,by any means,but only that considerablepart spenton entertainingthe two familiesand the neighbours,
3 GsldenBough,abr. ed.
ryzsrp. t35,
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But ourousbi, after exchanginga word or two with them, called
out' sroyee'('our own'). I wasintroduced,and after friendly conversationand a good deal of chaff on ourousbi's part, for-which
he had a gift, we rode on to vladikavkaz. He explainedthat these
men \,\/ere
a newly formed body of road-guards..But why
l].f.^ly
'Oh
,
I n g oo sh e e l '
se ta th i ef to catchi thief!'

