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THE OIRCASSIANS IN THE MAMLUK EINGDOM *

Davip AvaroN {NEUSTADT)
Tac-Aviy, Iomum

Birqitq, wap mipe hia fellow-Circassians the
tuling caste in the Mamlik Kingdom, brought
about one of, if not the greatest racial transforma-
tions ever witnessed in that state gince ita foum-
dation. This transformation, a8 will be seen below,
led to far-reaching changes in the organization of
the gtate, What were ita causes? Were they to be

"This paper is pari of a chapter entifled "The
Memldk Races' from a work on the Memlfk Army.

found in Egypt itself, or outside it, in the country
of origin of the Memltks?

Although MamMik gources desl st length with
the different Mamlik races and furnish extensive
accounts concerning their countries of origin and
the Mongol Khins, they devote but little attention
to the internal situation in those countries, They
describe in detail the process of change in the
composition of the Mamlik army &t the end of the
fonrteenth century; but they give the impression
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that it was due solely to factors existing within
the boundaries of the Mamlik Kingdom, and not
to any outside agency.

A, N, Poliak, basing himself on Russian sources,
considers thef the decline of the Golden Horde
during the latter helf of the fourteenth 3
and the internal wars that broks out there, wers the
main causes of the transfer of the Mamliks’ pur-
chasing-center {o the Caucasus.! As far as Arsbic
sources are concerned, the present writer knows of
only one reference to the destruction of the Kip-
chak Bteppe, and that iz by Timidr Lang’s bi-
ographer, Ibn “Arabshah. This piece of information
is of the utmost importance, & it describes how
the Kipchak, & flourishing tferritory enjoying
security and providing ample room and grezing-
grounde for a very varied nomed population, was
turned into a wilderness and ifs inhabitants greatly
reduced in number 8z a conseguence of the wars
between Tuqtamish and Aydakd and the campaign
of Timlir Lang.* At any rate, even if the suprema-
cy of the Circassian race was due in the first place
to the will of the rulers of the Mamlik Kingdom,
the decline of the Kipchak populstion ss a con-
gequence of the above-mentioned ware contributed
appreciably to the preservation of that supremacy
down to the very end of Mamlik rule. It can also
be assumed that the decline in the Eipchak popu-
lation was due in no emall messure to the constant
stream of emigration of young Mamliks on & scale
sufficient to maintain for centuries the army of a
mighty Power (i.e, the Mamlike of the sultans
and amirs: some of the latter owned hundreds or

* Bévue des dtudes delamigues, 1080, pp. 241-242; Bui-
letin of the Bohool of Oriental Bludies, London, vol. X, pp.
264-847. There i po far no adeguate proof that the
Black Death nansed a permonent decline in the Kipohaki
population.

® gkRbdr Hmdr, p. 113, 1. 5—p. 115, L. 3; ibid,, p. 128,
L 2—p. 127, L 4 (in the translatlon of J. H. Banders,
Temeriene, London, 1936, pp. 76, T7, 74). For the de-
strustion by Tim@r of Sarai and other towne in the
Kipchak, see {bid., p. 122, 1. 2. For large-scale move-
ments of tribes carried out by Aydakh in order to mis-
lead Timdr, see 4bid, pp. 182-125. These enforeed
movementa doubtlesa aleso contributed to the general
chaocs. On the lourishing condition and dense population
of the Klpchak during the 13th ceéntury and the first
half of the 14th centory, sea: al-Mufaddal b. abl sl-
Fadi'il, ol-nohf ol-sedid, in Patrologic Orientolir, vol.
XII, pp. 467, 1. 4-468, 1. 2; al-Qalqashandi, pubh al-o"shd,
Calro, 1363-1366 A. =, vol. IV, p. 4561, 1. 11; Ibn Taghrl
Birdi: al-meshel al-pifi, Paris {de Blene No. 2088.2072),
snd Cairo MBS, vol. I, fol, 1874, 1. 1012
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more Mamliiks each), Moreover, in the wake of
the males followed a considerable stream of women
and femele slaves belonging to the same racea. Tt
should alsc be borne in mind thet the emigration
was confined to one age-group, nemely, adolescents,
g0 that the resuliani harm to the population was
far greater than if the same number of emigrants
hed been distributed among all age-groupe,

The Circessiens sre designated in Mamlik
sonrces a3 Jarkes or Jorzkisn?® (eing, Jorkasi).
There are also alternative spellings: Carkas or
Oardkiss * (aing, Garkast) ; Sharkas or Shardkiso®
(sing. Sharkast) ; * and less frequently al-Jikdrias.
Cireassia iz variously known as bildd al-Jarkas®
biad Jarkas,? or simply Jarkas; ™ and occasionslly
88 jabol al-forkes.** As regerds racial origin, the
Circassiang are said, by one historian, to be min
al-Turk ("of the Turks?’), and ¢ they are a well-
known tribe to the genealogists’® The tribe of
Jarkas is described ss dwelling in bilad al-Shimal
‘in the hills surrgunding the plain of the Kipche-
kig and the Rits and Allans, on the eastern { ?) side
overlooking their plains.’** They live in poverty,

*Ibn Teghrt Birdl, keuwddith col-dubidr, ed. Popper,
Berkelay, 1930, p, 698, . 14; Ibn Iyls, bedd' ol-sulidr
(vaols, I, II, Cairo, 1311-1312 A ®., vola. IIL, IV, ¥V, Con-
etantinopls, 1931-1032), vol. ITT, p. 2, L. 6; fbid., vol, IV,
p- 200, L 13. For sing. Jorkos see al-Sakhiwl, al-t{br
el-masbdk, Cairo, 1884, p. 110, 1. 12

4Ibn Iyie, II, p. 10, 1, 15. For ging. Corkost gee tibr,
p- 110, 1. 2; Thn Tyds, II, p. 48, 1. 18,

®Thn QidT Bhuhba, fol. 40B, IL 18-19.

® nl-Bakhawi, al-dow’ sl-ldmi’, Cairo, 1853-13656 a. E.,
III, p. 260, L 14; Ibn al-Forkt, do'rikh ol-duwal wal-
mulik, ed. Zurmyq, Beirnt, 1036-1942, IX, p. 101, 11, 1-5.

T publ, IV, p. 429, L 0; ibid. VII, p. 263, 1. &

" gubl, IV, p. 418; ib4d., p. 462, 11. 2.9; Ihn Hajar
al-"Asqulind, el-doror ol-kdmins, Haydarabid, 1348-1350
A H., IOI, p, 288, 1 1, 1 3.

*Itm Iyds, IV, p. 184, 11. 28-29; iMd, III, p. 145, L.
10; daw’, IT, p. 870, L. 1; idd., VI, p. 201, 1. 1, p. 21§,
L 13, p. 281, 1. 3; #bid., X

* gaw', ITI, p. 12, L 48, p. 81, L. 1, p. 63, 1. 8, p. 284,
1. 18; ibid., VI, p. 220, L. 9; ibid., X, p. BBO, L. 15.

1 gkkbdr Hmir, p. 273, 1. 2

12 Thy Ehaldfin: kitdd ol-'ibor, Calro, 1284, 4. H., V,
P 472, 1. 10-11. The term Twrk has sometlmes very
elastie and loose mesming in contemporary sources. On
the two ordioary meanlngs of this term see note 19
below. (laasifylng the Clreasslans as Turks by roce is
most pnusual in Mamltk sources. Usually they are
mentioned as different from and antagonistic to the
Furk. The Circassisns may be called Purk only as far
ag thie term is synonymous to Wemldk {(sea below).

11 Thn Khaldin, ¥, p. 472, 1. 58,
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and most of them are Christians,* We find no
evidence in Mam]lik sources of the military prowess
of the Circassians, ag we do with reference to the
ruling race in the esrly Mamlik Period*

An unexplained tradition concerning the Cir-
casgians is to be found in Ibn Kheldfin, according
to which they are descendents of the Ghassinis who
entered bildd al-Ram with Jabala b. al-Ayham at
the time of Heracling’ retreat from Syris. Ibn
Khaldiin, however, congiders the tradition to be
inexact, and gives what in his belief is the true
version, namely, that the Circassians stem from the
Turk, and that they went to (lircessia before the
arrival of the Ghaesinie in bilid ol-Bim. After the
death of Heraclius, the Ghassinia despaired of
returning to their homeland. Internal strife broke
out within the Byzantine Empire, and the Ghas-
slinis, seeking an ally, concluded & pact with the
Circassians and “ settled in the eastern plain of the
Circessian hills beyond Constantinople,” They en-
tered into relstions of genealogy and marriage with
them, until the Ghassin tribes disintegrated and
“went up to the Circassians in the hills and dweslt
with them. Nor does this seem unlikely, gince a
number of Circassiang mequired the nishas of al-
(hassini’* Thus, according to Ibn Khalddn,
Barqfiq’s father was celled Anas (correctly, Anag)
al-Ghogsdni* That thie tredition was known to
others begides Ibn Khaldiin iz shown by the verse
lamenting the destruction of the Mamlik King-
dom st the hands of the Ottoman Turks: nasl

1 eubi, IV, p, 462, L §; Polink, REZ, 1035, p. 242,

1* Bee note 16 below. Polisk's etymology of jarkar iz
quite notenable, RET, 1935, Nota 5; BSOE, wol X, pp.
B§5-808; Hhasariga (in Hebrew), Jerusalem, 1943, p. 35,
In his dictum, jerkss woma'ndhu bil-s'fomfys arbo'st
anfus (menhal, IL, fol. 1728, 1L 10-11), Ibn Taghri Birdt
np doubt meant to say 'four persons, since kas in
Perpian means ‘person’ At any rate, it is wrong to
translate the phrase as ‘ having four souls.” Minorsky
(BROB, vol. X, p. 867) han alresdy commented on this.
Whatever reading is given, Tha TaghrT Birdi’s explana-
tion has nothing to do with * courageous. Thus wa have
to reject Poliak's asserifon in his reply to Minorsky
(Ehasariga, p. 318, Nota 16) that the explanstion pub-
lished by him ‘is the only coe sobstantinted by the
sourses’ Ibm Taghrl Bindf, incidentally, was not the
first to provide this explanation of jorkes. He was
preceded by Ibn Ehallikiin (I, p. 213), from whom Iba
Eathlr (XIIT, p. 63) copled it.

i Thm Ehelddn, V, p. 472, 1. 5-18,

" 1bn Ehaldin, ¥, p. 472, 1. 4 The epithet al-Ghae-
efinl for Anag, fether of Barqq, is unknown to ue from
Mamlfik sources.
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Jarkas yd lohu nasad mudk d3 Ghassin yontasid
‘How splendid e genealogy have the progeny of
Jarkas, gince they are related to (Ghessén,” ** Apart,
however, from the two references quoted, the pre-
sent writer has not discovered any other allusions
in Mamlik sources o the tradition attributing the
origin of the Circasians to the bani hassin.

The Circasgians were not newcomers to the
Mamltk Kingdom when they assumed supremacy
gt the end of the fourteenth century. There is
intermittent mention of them in the Baleri period
83 being one of the more prominent recial groups.
What is more important, they are described 2s &
growing force of which the Turk **—the members
of the domingnt race at the time—were afrmid.
No such staternent iz made with regard to any
other Mamliik race. The fect that the Circassians
finglly ousted the Twrk and gained supremacy
shows that there was good reasom for the fears
that had been felt, and that the Circassians’ desire
for power hed existed lomg before its successful
realization.

Mention is made of the Clircassians as early as
the end of the Ayyibid period, when members of
that race are recorded as being among the slaves
purchased by al-Balih Ayyib, founder of the
Bahriga® This fect, which appears in Thn Khal-
dfin, is not, however, mentioned by any other
historian. By the time of the founding of the
Burjiya ™ the Circassians had become a very promi-
nent element in this new corps * which occupied &

1 The Iyds, V, p. 103, 1, 3,

** The word Turk had two ordinary meanings in Mam-
Ik tlmes: {a) it wes a eynonym for the Memltks, so
that dawlat al-turk or dewloi al-airdk meant the Mam-
1ok Eingdom; and (b) it was used as 2 generic name for
the whole of that element coming from the Kipchalk
plain which predominated in the Mamlok Ki dur-
Ing its earlier period, erronecusly styled by orlentalists
“the period of the Bahrl Mamltks' Om the military
prowesa of the Kipchakis gee jubl, IV, pp. 467-58,

* [bo Khaldtn, V, p. 373, L. 8.

™ The Burjiys was & Mamllk army corpe founded by
al-Manglir Quliiin, and st the time of its formation it
nombered 3,700 men. It was given that name because it
wag garrisoned in the towers (abrif) of the Calro citadel,
In many respects the burfigs were the mcoassors of the
Bobeiyo, the corps d'dite formed by al-Malik al-S4lib
Najm al-Tin Ayyib. The Circaseisn period is errome-
oualy styled by orlemtalists 'the period of the Burfs
Mamltks.!

¥ The composition of the Mamlik army in Egypt was
as follows: (1) The royal Mamliks (mamalik sulidnips),
who were subdivided into (a) the Mamliks of former
sultans (memalik ol-wslifin sl-mutageddima, gandnip or
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position similar to that formerly occupied by the
Bahriye.®™ (Ume of the Burjl Circassians, Beybars
gl-Jashnekir, even gained the sultanste. From a
number of casnal remarks in contemporary sources,
it can be seen that the Circasians were already a
thorn in the zide of the roling race. Al-H&jj
Bahfidur is reported as etirring up incitement
againet Aqfish al-Afram, saying to those who sided
with him: ‘These Circassians! When they are
etronger than we, they will take our souls. Let us
do the thing before it is done to us’* When al-
Muzaffar Baybars came to the throme, al-Afram
waa pleased. But al-Hijj Bahidur and other lead-
ing amirs were disgruntled and seid: * When the
Circaesians grow powerful, they will destroy the
Muslime and the land® (yuwhlika al-Nbad w-al-
bilad).® The hoetile attitude of the ruling Twrk
is also illustrated by the following. When al-
Afram, the Governor of Damascus, read the letter
informing him of the appointment of Baybars as
sultan, he almost went mad with joy, as he had
been his khushddch ** and was also e Circessian,
both being regarded at the time as alien to the
Afrak® There are several other allusiong to this
feeling of strangenees, ™

The gradusl decline of the Burfiys is marked by

gordniga); (b) the Mamlks of the reigning sultan
{ maahiorowdi, fulbdn, ofifdt}. From among the musk-
torowdi  corps of peges sod waa selested
known as khdgpibipe; (c) the Mamlitks of the ombry
who passed into the service of the snltan owing to the
daath or dismisaal of their masters {(sayfiya). (ii} The
Mamliks of the omfrs [momdBE aluymord?’, ajsdd al-
wmord'), (ili) The wons of the amirs {@widd oi-wds)
and moldisrs drawz from emong the loeal inhsbitants
(ofndd al-Balga). The Mamlfik emérs were divided into
three classes: (i) omirs of tem; (i) omérs of forty; (iil)
amirs of a hundred.

" Two chapters of my work mentioned sbove are de-
voted to the history end strosture of the Babrlye and
Burjiys.

* menkal, 11, fol. 968, 1. 26

# durar, T, p. 500, 11 11-14.

" The khushddshigs were the Mamlilks bonght and
liberated hy the eame master. The feeling of comrade-
ship among these Mamliks, and their loyalty to their
lord, who had bought mnd freed them, were ome of the
chief foundetiong of the entire Mamlfik régime. This
aspect 1s dealt with at length elsawhere in qur work on
the Mambik army.

" [tm Birdi, ci-wejdm oi-sdhira, Cuiro ed,
10281944, vol. VIII, p. 238, IL 3-5.

# manhal, [, fol. 2008, 11, 18-21; idid., IT, fol. A, 1L
12-16; mufSm (Onlro), VIIT, p. 238, ef. p. 227, 10. 14,
p. 223, 1.2; duror, I, p. 386, 1. 18; dbid., IT0, p. 248, 1.
56, p. 24T, 1. G5
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gilence concerning the Cireassians, Suddenly, how-
ever, the following story appears: ' Ramadin, T4B
A, E, (during the sultanate of Hasen). Then the
amirs decided to reduce the roysl and other ex-
penees. Lists were drawn up of the state expendi-
ture, and the emirs began to sell those of the royal
Mamlfiks who were Circassians. It was Sultan
HijjT who showed them favour, gt the instance of
Ghurld. He brought them from all quarters and
wanted to give them precedence over the Airak,
until they became very prominent among the amiry
with their large turbans and influential positions.
They made themselves unusually large caps. All the
Circassians were seized and exiled in a degrading
manner, and people said: * These be the ones with
the hungry souls who stir up much discord, #’ %

The purge does not, however, seem to have been
very thorough, for by Shewwal of the same year
we hear of an exchange of correspondence between
the Circassian Mamliks and amér FHusayn, son of
al-Nigir Muhammad b, Qalifin, offering to meke
him gulten, Forty of the conspirators were caught
and sent separately on swift camels to al-bilad al-
Shamiya. Later, another group wes caught. These
received a sound drubbing opposite the fwin, after
which they were handeuffed and thrown into the
prison of Kkizanaé Shamdil, From then on, 45 a
precautionary measure, the only persons allowed to
enter the sultan’s palace were amirs of the Supreme
Council {(ymord’ al-mesh@ra).”® In other words,
this was an atternpt on the part of the Circassians
to effect a military coup d'éat some 556 to 40 yeurs
before Barqiiq’s suceessful attempt.

Bargfiq, as we have seen, wes the eultan who
effected the greatest and most far-reaching racial
transformation in the entire hietory of the Mamlik
Kingdom. He was sble to oust the T'wrk and
replace them with hie fellow-Circassians®* This
change was brought about without any major up-
heaval. Only during the initial peried following
the rise of the Circassiang are there signs of racial
warfare agninst them, ag we shall soon see. Their
sanguinery war against the Bultan Faraj did not
hive & racial basis: it wae directed against Faraj
personally, s they objected to the appointment of
one of the awldd al-nds as ruler over them. Their

" pufdm, V, p. 56, 1. 14-80.

# pufam, ¥, p. 57, 1L 28—p. 58, L. 12.

" eybh, IV, p. 458, IL 16-19; al-Buylit, bem al-
mubdders, Calre, 1210 4, =, IT, p. 106, 11. 0-8; nxfdm,
V, p. 362
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success was 8o decisive that throughont the period
of their ascendancy the son of a Circeseian sultan
did not oceupy the throne for more than a very
brief period (ueually & matter of monthas).*

The sgog of the sultans, whe oocupied & special
position among the swizd alnds (naujdm, ¥, pp. 150
180; ibdd., V, p. 203, Noteg; hewddith, p. 142, 1, £-3)
were called al-ompdd, suwidd ol-maldk, or cl-seydd owlid
si-muldk. Their styla of address wag royyidf, The reign-
ing sultams, especially in the Circaesian period, dealt
moat Tigorcusly with the sone of the former sultana, to
preveat them being used as tools by would-be neurpers.
Up &Il the time of Barshiy, moet of the seyhd were
confined to the Cairo citadel, sed many of them had
oever aeen Caira mad had mo idea what a city looked
like. Ahout 825 4. %, Barsblly ordered them to leave the
clizdel and take up their abode in the city. The bustling
life of Cmirc, however, hronght sbout thelr rapid de-
generation. Many of them beeame impoverishad, and
“all their glory departed* (manbol, I, fol. 554, 11, 2-13;
#id., fol. 1704, 1, 21—fol. 170B, 1. 2; Tim Iyla, 11, p. 15,
L. 11-143 gaw', IIL, p. 53 1L B-10), The more prominenrt
and among them, especially those who had
suceesdad their fathers to the sultanate, were generslly
tent by the Circessian Mamliks te the prison at Alex-
sodrin (Ibn Iyis, IT, p. 14, 11. 25-29; and numerouns other
authoritles). Ocoasionally one of the Circassisn mltans,
to demonstrate his large-heartedness, would have one of
the smltans’ sons brought from Alexspdria to Caire,
where he would have aplendid entertainments held in his
honor snd even ellow him to go on the pilgrimage to
Meocon (Bawddith, p. 708, L. 10—p, 707, L 16; Tho Ivda,
I, p. 66, 1. 12-16, p. 150, 1. @14, p. 152 IL
22-24). These however, wore imolated instanses, and
imposed 2o obligation whatever on the sultans, The
position of the saydd remained as described above down
to the end of the Mamliik perled. (For materisl on the
aspdd and their giatos in the Mamlfk E sz
al-Maqricl, kitdd gi-swik lime'rifal duical al-mulilk,
Cairo, 19341948, II, p. 490, L 13; nujdm, ¥V, p- 288,
1. 18-18, p. 220, 1. 3, p. 282, 1 23, p. 820, 1, 21, p. 207,
L, 15-17, p. 6OB, L 12; idid., VI, p. 266, 1. 23, p, 4382,
L. &7, p. 514, 1. 7-8, p. 645, IL 89, p. 772; ibid,, VIL,
p. 320, 1. 1, pp. 50B-608, p. 811, p. 044, 1, 1-8, pp. 684-
845, p. 878, Il. 8-0; bawddith, p. 149, L 1, p. 306; Ibm
al-Furkt, IX, p. 56, 1L, 15-18, p. 91, 1L 1821, p. 178, 1 21,
Tou Iyis, II, p. 15, 1L 1-2, p. 60, 1. 4, p. 79, p. 108, L. 1,
p- 113, 1, 6-10; fdid., I11, p, 188, 11 10-12, p. 195, 1. 12;
$hid, IV, p. 0, L 7, p. 399, IL 1583, p. 408, L. 9; daw’,
IIL, p. 53, 11 8-10, p. 87, 11. -7, p. 201, p. 217; ibid, VI,
p- 73; ibid, VII, p. B7T4; Ehalll b, Shahin al-Zahirl,
subdat kaehf ol-momditk, ed, Roes, Parls, 1894, p. 111,
N, 512; pwbh, XIII, p. 167, IL 1810} A int
feature abomt the Clrosssinn multanates is that even the
hﬁurﬂm,mwmwﬂllmuclthuhbaththjr
In store for the sons of sultans appointed by thelr
Iathers to smeceed them, did not draw the obvions com-
clusicn, and comtinued the practice in the cortain dmow]-
edge that their sons wonld he deposed. . This fact arouses
the estenishment of Thn Taghr? Birdl, who ean find Do

13%

The following is a description of the rise and
establishment of the Circassisns in the Mamlik
Kingdom.

Bargiq waa called al-gaim bi-dewlet al-Jord-
kisa.® He bought Mamliks on an extensive scale,
and preferred the Circassiens to other rmces’?*
From thig it appears that he did not altogether
refrain from purchasing Mamliike of other races,
—=& fact which is corroborated in several ways. In
the first place, Turk as well as Circassiang are men-
tioned ua fighting for him in 791 4. 5.3 Secondly,
each gultan automatieally took over hia predeces-
sor’s kuitabiye;* and as inheritor of SBultan
Hajfi’s or Sha'ban’s kultabiyae Barqgiiq had to main-
tain seversl hundred T'urk. Thirdly, we find in
the biographica] compilations and necrologies con-
tained in the chronicles of the Circassian period a
surprisingly large number of amirs belonging to
Bargiiq who were of Turkish origin (furki al-
jing).* The number of amirs of Turkish erigin

explanation for {t. In one place be remarks: ‘ We have
seep the same reward meted out time sod time again,
from the day that Berqlly deposed al-Mangtir Fajj! down
to our own day. They all drink from the same cup
handed to them by their ofdbeks, and the wontemts of
the eup art preparsd by their fathers® Mamltks, We
have mentioned this metier in many plases, and it were
better to maintain silence conceraing it? (asxjdm, VII,
P 416, 1. 2-0). Elsewhers he asserts his inability to
undervtand why the sultan at the Inet moment designates
his sou to sucessd him, since the snltem kmows full well
that his son will nndetgo the same fate s overtook the
#on of the previous ruler (mujdm, VII, p. 304, 1L 9.13,
sea alao nujdm, V, pp. 298.280; ibid, VII, Pp. 384-306;
Bowddith, p, 184, 1. 1-2).

" nufim, V, p. 382, 11, 27, p. 500, 1. 99,

1 ';mhl, IL, p. T3A, I 19-80; najdm, V. p, 598,

L] 'B-

A8 Bos Notes 42, 45, 47,

* The kuttdbiys were the young Mamlfiks undergoing
their training in the military school who had not yet
been liberated (they Were only freed on thelr passing-
out (kharf) of the school), The appellation is appar-
ently derived from the word buttd, denoting a Moslem
boys-school. Students of the Mamlik period generally
Tead the word as Hidbips; tmt the mggested reading of
hbutildiya, given here, iz hased upon an expliclt voeali-
satlom in an MB. (s6e: manhal, I, fol. 187A, 1. 17, ipid.,
IL, fol, BAB, L ¥; ikid, III, fol 1834, 1. 16; subde, p,
118, 1. 18, p. 128, 1. 12. For the argument in favour of
the reading Ritdbiys, see ol-Maqrisl, ol-mowd'y wal-
Tibdr fi dhikr ol-kRifsf wol-2thdr, Caire, 1270 A0,
II, p. 213, 1. 33; Dory, Bupplesment, under kitdbz and
kitant),

*7 Some examples: sujdm, VI, p, 208, 11 0-11, p. 449,
L 1T—p. 400, 1. 1; {bid., ¥II, p. 266, 1L 20-21, p. 038,
L. &%; monkal, II, fol, 1508, L. 6, fol, 1564, 1. 885 ibid.,
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under Barqiiq’s son, Faraj, who was inimical to the
Circassiang, is fuunﬂ to be far amaller.*® Never-
theless, the complete establishment of Ciresssian
domination wae fairly rapid. As early & writer as
Qalqashqandi, who completed his book in 1413,
ptates: * In our time most of the amirg and army
have become Circassians . . . The T'urk Mamliks
of Egypt have become ac fow in number that all
that is left of them are a few survivors and their
children,” **

The change in the racial composition of the
Mamliiks effected by Barqgiiq, and the consequences
it brought in its train, gave rise to strong eriticism
on the part of the Maml@ik writers, who through-
out the Circassian period retained their liking for
the Twurk,* gnd did not curb their propemsity to
vilify the Circassians. Referring to Tashtamur
al-'Ala1, formerly dowddor and later siabak al-
*asdkir (commander-in-chief), who was removed by
Barka and Bargiig, Ibn Taghri Birdi says: * The
time of Tashtamur was a flourishing and plentiful
time for the Mamlik Kingdom under his wise
direction, and that condition prevailed until he
was removed from office and thrown into prison.
In his place came Bargllq and Barke, who did
thingg in the kingdom from which the population
guffers to this day. Then Bargiiq became sole ruler,
and turned the affaire of the realm upside-down,
and hie suceessors have maintained his policy down
to the present. For he gave precedence to the mem-
bers of his own race over the others, and gave those
of his own Mamliks (aji3h) who were related to
him large fiefs and high offices while they were still
in their mingrity, This is the main canse of the
decline of the kingdom. Indeed, is there anything
more grave than fo set the minor over the senior?
Thie is at variance with the practice of the former
sultans ; for they did not recognize the superiority
of any one race. Whenever they found a man who
dieplayed wisdom and courage, they showed him
preference and favour., No one was given office or

III, fol. BA, 11 11-13; fol. 1884, 1L 17-22; fol. 1774,
1. 12-18; ibid.,, V, fol. 438, 1. 10, fol. 408, 1. 1. For
the expresgion tuwrkl al-jine in the Circassinn period, see
nufdm, VI, p. 547, Il 13-14, p. 075, 1. 14, p. 803, L. 15,
p- 840, L 12, p. 853, 1L &5-T; ¢hid.,, VII, p. 308,

¥ pujdm, VII, p. 308, 1, 4, p. 584, 11. 8-12; maskal,
IT, fol. 188, L 8; dow’, I1, p. 208, L 20,

®aubh, IV, p. 468, 1. 16-18; of. iid., ¥, p. 414, 1L
8-13,

** Bep guthorities gquoted below,
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rank who was not worthy of it”** Is it to be
inferred from this passage that the Kipchakis were
less insistent on racial purity than the Circassians ?
The great variety of races in the Bahrl period does
indeed tend to confirm this view.

The process of the establishment of (lircessian
gupremscy exhibite & number of fluctuations and
retrogressions, the first of which took place after
Barqiiq’s downfall end removel from the throns in
791 A.®. Circassian power, which had been built
up by Barqliq with so much effort, suffered & hesvy
check; and but for his rapid return to the throne
the establishment of complete Circassian demina-
tion might have been considerably delayed.

Although the wars of 791 A, . are described
fully in Mamlfik sourees, one factor iz almost com-
pletely elurred over, mamely, that the war pro-
claimed by Mintish and Yalbughi was not only
aimed against Bargiq himself, but alsp against his
Circassians. This can be learned principally from
Ibn al-Furdt, who was & contemporary of the events
he describes, and who gives 8 most detailed ac-
count of the fighting of 791 4. B. Severs] impor-
tant perticulars in thie connection can also be
obtained from Ibn Qadi Bhubba, Although the
war did not have the extermination of the Cir-
cassians ms its object, it was at times waged with
great determination and vindictiveness.

After the defeat of Bargiig’s army in his first
encounter with his opponents in 8yria, Yalbugha's
men, on coming across any Cireassian Mamlak,
stripped him of his clothes, took his weapone and
accoutrements, and cest him into prison. At the
same time any of Bargiiq's Turkish Mamliks who
fell into their hands they relessed, after despoiling
them of all their belonginge.t* The despoliation
and incarceretion of Bargiig’s Mamliiks continued
after the fighting was over.** During the fighting
in Cairo, smir Tuqtiy, a eunuch, who fought with
great gellentry on the side of Yalbugha end Min-
tash, ecried out: ‘Where are the Circassisna with
their genital organs? Behold me, Tuqily, the

 manhal, 11, fol, 1858, Il 1428 (this passage has
been quoted by Poliak, REI, 1935, p. 248 Note 1). Of
Qaliim, the historian says that he did not evince leanings
towards & particular race, but selected able men, irre-
gpective of the races they beloaged to. That is why his
reign was so protracted, despite the diverse racial erigin
of his Mamliks {nujlm, Caire, VII, p. 327, 1. 13-13).

4 Tkm wl-Forit, IX, p. 0.

“Tha al-Furdt, IX, p. 84, 1. 24—p, 65, 1. 8.
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eunuch !’ * Barqiq's Turkish Memliiks joined the
enemy during the fighting in Cairo, *and whoso-
ever wag & Circassinn was taken,’* Towerds the
end even the Circassians began to desert Bargiig.+
Later, Yalbughi gave orders to seize all Barqiiq's
Mamliks, whether Turks or Circassians.™ When
Cairo wes gtormed, an assurance of safety was given
to the Circaesiens if they came out of their hiding-
Places and surrendered.*® Despite this sssurence,
however, Yalbughg exiled some of the Circessians
who gave themselves up.*®

The anti-Cireassian policy which marked the
beginning of the war against Barqiiq waa poat-
poned for & while from the moment the fight broke
out between Mintish and Yalbughi to secure the
sultanate. It now became of vital importance for
each of the contestants to attract as many suppor-
ters as possible. The Circassiens went over to
Min{ieh.** As soon, however, as Mintish emerged
vietoricus, he reverted to his original policy towards
the Circassians,—g course he was encouraged o
adopt by the signe that Berqfiq was preparing to
stage & come-back, He therefore sought to outwit
the Circassians who had fought on his side in the
battle agninet Yalbughi. He invited them, 200 in
number, to the citadel on the pretext of distribut-
ing pay smong them. The moment they were in-
side, he ordered the gates to be closed and had them
thrown into prison.™ He also snnouneed rewards
for those handing over Cireassians who had gone
into hiding."® He then issued an order to the wali
to seize the (lircasgian Mamitks wherever they were
to be found. The w8 succeeded in catching some
of them,*” Before Mintish left Damascus, he killed
Barqiig’s Circassian Mamlfiks impriscned in the
citadel 5

On his return to the sultanate, Bargfiq resumed

 mankal, fol. 1924, 11, 14-21,

1 Tha QI Bhuhba, fol, 354, 1. 12,

“Iba al-Furit, IX, p. 88, 11 2-8,

V" Itn al-Furdt, IX, p. 03, 1. 6-15.

“Iim al-Furit, IX, p. 95, 11 24.25, p, 96, 11. -11.

“Ibn al-Furdt, IX, p. 101, 1L 4-5; of. idid., p. 129;
nui:.n, ¥V, p. 487, L. 8-11; Ibm QRg% Shuhba, fol. 854,
L

*Tbm sl-Furdt, IX, p. 119, 1L 4-5; Ibo QAJN Shuhba,
fol, 404, 1. 18-1%.

¥ Ibm al-Furkt, IX, p. 129,

#Im al-Forli, IX, p. 130, [l 4-8, p. 131, 1l 18-18,
p- 141, 1, 21-24,

* Ihn al-Forft, IX, p. 1568, 11, 11-18,

M Ibm al-Furht, IX, p. 211, 1L 4-§.
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the purchase of Circassians on an inereased scale,
but regretted his action towards the end of his life,
when an attempt wes made to sseassinate him led
by 'Ali Bay.*® This took place in dhu el-Qa'da,
800 A. 5. “ From that day on relations between the
sultan and the Circaseian Mamliks were impaired.
He went into Trd ( P), his favourite wife, a turkiynd
al-jing, who warned him against buying Circassian
Mamliks, Her sdvice to him was as follows:
* Make your army of veried patiern (ij'sl ‘zskarak
ablag), and let it be composed of four races, Tatar,
Jarkas, Rim and Turkman, and then you and your
progeny will have respite.” He replied: * Your
advice is eound, but this is whet fate has deereed.
Let us beseech the Almighty to mepd thie matter
from now on. ' =

Evidently Barqiiq was unable to eccomplish his
contemplated slteration of the racisl composition
of his Mamliks, as he met hiz end & few months
afier the conversation recorded sbove, During the
reign of his son Faraj, who succeeded him, the
Circassiang passed through a very diffieult crisis,
and large numbers of them were killed off. The
nnderlying ceuse of the conflict hetween Faraj and
hie father’s Clircessian Mamliks wae their desire
to depose him and place one of their own number
on the throne. Attempts to do this were suppressed
in rivers of blood"™ In one day alone Faraj
slaughtered over 100 Circassians snd cast their
bodies over the citadel parapet into the moet be-
low.® On another occasion Taghri Birdi, the Gov-
ernor, charged Faraj with killing 500 men, and
told him that his very horse was rebelling under
him.** Faraj’s reply was that what had been done
could not be undone, and that he had acted as he
had in order to protect his honor.* According to
Maqrial, during 814 A.H. slone Faraj killed 630
Circasgians.®” This historian goes on to say that
Farsj brought about the destruction of the Cir-
ecasgiang, and points out that the numerical value
of the letters forming the names Furaj and Jarkas
is equal, so that when one is subtracted from the

" wujdm, V, p. 506, 1. 7-9.

™ sujidm, V, p. 085, 1L 5-8.

" mojlm, VI, pp. 3940, p. 40, p. 41, 1L 18-20, pp.
120-135, p. 241, 1l 13-14, pp. 246-247, p. 249, 1, 8, 1L
13-20, p. 251, 1. T-10, p. 267, 1l 11-15. Bes alsc Dotes
below.

= wujim, VI, p. 251, 11. 18-18.

** Ihid., p. 280, 1I. 7-8, 1. 13-14,

0 Ibid., p. B61,

® pufdm, VI, p. 300, 1. 15-16.
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other nothing is left (implying that in the nataral
course of eventas they would bring about their
mutual snnihilation), Ibn Taghri Birdi, on the
other hend, argues in justification of Faraj, whom
he praises on account of hia great bravery. ‘For
how is it possible, seeing that the Circassians are
to this day the rulers of Egypt? For Faraj killed
not only them, but the members of other races es
well’®* He also claima that Faraj only began
slasughtering the Circassiang after numerous re-
volts on their part which he had pardoned. The
other sultans would heve sdopted measures of
similer stringency after the first revolt.®® But it is
evident, even from Ibn Taghri Birdi’s own account,
that Faraj’s campaign of exterminstion was di-
rected primsrily against the Circassians who, al-
though not completely wiped out, s Maqrial
asserts, nevertheless received a very severe blow.
Moreover, Ibn Taghri Birdi himself relates else-
where that Paraj killed off countless numbers of
his father’s Mamldks.** In revenge for his ex-
cesses, Fara] himself was finally killed with the
approval of the leading Circassian gmirs, with the
exception of al-Mueyyad Shaykh.*

The acceseion of al-Mu'ayyad Bhaykh produced
ap unexpected result; for he fevored the Turk
until the majority of his amérs were of that race.*®
According to Ibn Teghri Birdi, he resembled the
former gultens in that his criterion for the choice
of soldiers wes not race, but efficiency and courage.®
Does this imply that during the later period the
Turk were considered to be a more martial race
than the Circassiane? While it is difficult to answer
this question on the testimony of the contemporary
sourcea, there are no indications that al-Mu'syyad
Shaykh’s preference for the Twrk wes extended
beyond the circle of the amirg or that it led to any
radieal changes in the army. Throughout the
course of his reign we find no eigns of racial con-
fliete or tension among the MamlIfks,

Following the convulsions during al-Nagir Faraj’s
reign and the preference evinced by al-Mu'syyad
Sheykh for the Turk, the Circessians regained
their supremacy, which they maintsined unques-
tioned end without any serious challenge, till the

 Ibid., pp. 273-274.

* Ibid., p. 271, 1. 4-15.

* manhal, IV, fol. 2184, 1. 4, IL 19-21.
 gujdm, VI, p. 511; manhal, VIII, fol, 380B.
* nyjim, VI p. 430.

* manhal, IIT, fol, 1684, 1, B1-fol. 188, L 4.
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end of the Mamiluk period. Ibn Taghri Birdi'a
assertion that Barshiy, and even Tatar, were fa-
vourably inclined towards the Circassians and
sécretly gave them precedence,® seems more sppli-
cable to an earlier state of affairs, since by the time
of these sultans Circassien supremacy was indie-
putably established. Domination by & single race
and racial solidarify are far more pronounced in
the Circassian than in the Bahri period. Al-jine,®
meaning * The Hace,’ denotes the Circassian race.
Bimilerly, al-gawm,* * The People,’ is applied only
to the Circasgians (see the examples given below).
Al-{o'ifa,™ *The Sect, Community,’ also refers
perhaps to the Circassians. Omn the other hend,
al-fénsiya, ‘recial solidarity,” does not appear to
have been in more frequent use during the Circas-
gian than during the Behri period.™ This, how-
ever, is probably fortuitous. Racial solidarity and
hautenr charscterized the Circassians while they
were still & minority and challangimg the suprema-
cy of the Twrk and arousging their enmity during
the Bahrl period.™ We ghall discnss below the
close ties the Circassians maintsined with their
families in the Cancasus, which they brought over
in large numbers to the Mamlik Kingdom. The
importance they laid on race ag the primary con-
sideration for military promotion was in evidence
already in Barqiiq’s time, s can be seen from the
indisputable testimony of Ibn Taghri Birds, quoted
sbove. The policy of reciel preference was closely
maintained throughout their history. Yalkhujd
min Mimish wes unsble to attain to high rank,
despite his comeliness, his great skill in games of
furfisiya, and the fact that he was edncated with

“ manhol, III, fol. 188A, I. 14-15; bid., II, 6BA, 11.
17-8; Nujdm, VI, 773,10, 9-11.

“* nufdm, VII, p. 067, 1. 9-14. The example given by
Popper, Hkawnibd turkmdsiyss ghoyr al-fine, meang ‘o
Tarcoman and not & Clreassian ' (aod not as translated
by Popper in the glossary to the aixth volume of the
nujdm, under jing), Bee nlso notea below, esp. mote Bl

™ pujidm, VI, p. 677, 1. 14, p. 688, 1. B; +bid., VIL, p.
262, 1. 18, p. 0670, L. 10; and especially mwidm, VI, p.
847. Cf. 11, 10-14 and 11, 20-21,

™ gujdm, VI, p. 166. Cf. L 4 and 1 18, p. 278, L 16,
Hee also notes balow.

™ Fetieratden, Reitrige swr Gorobdohie der Nemluken
Hultenes, Leiden, 1916, p. 86, 1, 19; nefidm (Calre), VIII,
P 42, 1. §; Ibn al-Fordt, VILI, p. 179, 1. I7; okAbdr
thmir, p. 29, 1, 13-30, L. 2; pudd, IV, p. 468, 1. T-8;
nujim, VIL, p. 691, 1, 26; menhal, III, fol. 1818, 1. 22

" Bee notes abova. On the hatred of the Tsrks for the
Circassisne in the Bahri périod sea alsbo manhal, IT,
fol. BA, 1. 20-21.
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the sons of the sultan and nof in the ordinary
military school, eimply becanse he was a Turk and
not a Circassian ™ Bat for this disadvantage, he
would have become aidbak al-'wsildir (commander-
in-chief},™ A igh, who layed an aggressive
attitude iﬂﬂlﬂlm Gm:u.-:ﬁu j:i;u deserted by
thum,undﬂ:n]rallwantumbuthamltan“ The
amir Ehayr Bek, who was of the Abkkdsl race,
waa at variance with his Circassian Khuskdishi-
y0." Of a number of amirs who attained high
rank, it was eaid that their only virfue was that
they were (lircasmans.™ Particolar interest at-
taches to the gtory. As he lay on his
deathbed, al-Muayyad Shaykh wanted to ensure
the succession of his son, al-Mugaeffar Ahmad.
What did he do? He appointed es sidbek Alfun-
bughi al-Qirmishi, * for, gince he was a furkd al-
jins, there was no danger of his seizing the throne
in place of al-Mu'ayyad's son’™ which wes the
practice of the aldbaks during the Circassian peried,
It wag indeed the case that throughont the Ciress-
gian period no Turk ever became sultan, although
other non-Circassian races (such ag the Rimis)
were able to gain the throne. Of Altunbughi al-
Qirmishi, Thn Taghr! Birdi goes on to relate,  He
bad no other fault save only that he was not of the
race of The People* (kdr min ghayr fine al-gawom
3 ghayr) i.e, he wes not a Circassian.® Taghri
Birmish, the Governor of Aleppo, is said to have
made no attempt to gain the sultanate i-ma'rifatiki
anne al-gawm I yuridérahu lidkalika (¢ because
he knew that The People would not have him for
that’). He was also aware that, if they could,
they would not allow him to retain his governor-
ship likawniki turkmdniyan ghayra ol-jins (“for
that he wes & Turcoman not of The Race’).™
Discussing Tikh sl-Jarkasi, the historian writes:
wa-li a'rife fiki min ai-mmMm ghayra annchu
jorkasi al-jins mén jing al-gawm (“I know of no

" The elueation of a Mamlik together with the
sultan's sons, ingtead of in the schosl with the other
Mumlfiks, waa congldered & sigmal honor voucheafed to
unlylhw The small number of Mamitks brought up
in this manner sucoeeded very rapidly in their earesra.

" mankal, VIIT, fol, uu, L 10, fol. 444B, 11. 2:6.

™ wufim, VI, pp. 18-10.

" nuidm, VII, p. 857, IL. 6-7.

™ manksl, under Qirgmis al-Ashrafi; of. sufdm, VII,
- £4-26; maenhal, IV, fol. 44, IL 8-A.

™ sufm, VI, p. 547, L. 10-14

"“wuidm, VI, p. 547, Il 20-21.

" nujdm, VII, p. 58, I1. 14-16.
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other virtne to commend him than that he is &
Circassian by race ing to the Race of The
Peopls’).% Only in isolated ceses did non-Clir-
casgiang attain high rank, and even then it was as
the reeult of exceptional circumstances, Jinfbak
ig shown as opposing the temporary appeintment of
Jarbésh al-Muhammadi as sultan on the ground
that it would later be impossible to depose him in
favour of Janim, who waa on his way to Egypt
from Syria. This was because Jarbich was an im-
portant personage and min al-fing (* of The Race’),
and was brother-in-law to many of the Khushda-
shiya belonging to the Zahkiriye and Ashrofiye
groups. He therefore favoured Ehushgadem,
fainnahu min ghayr al-jing ya'ni kownahu rimi
al-jins (*for he is not of The Race, that is to say,
be is of the Rimf race’), since he would then be
sble to get rid of him at eny moment.® Jarhdsh,
#s appesrs from other sources, was a Circasman by
Tace,™

Contemporary writers are particularly amazed
by the degree of respect shown for a number of
incompetent and frivolons Cireassians, whose words
were received by their fellow-Cireassizns—includ-
ing the most prominent and highly-placed among
them—as divine utterances. The best-known of
them was al-Shaykh Sayf al-Din Lijin al-Jarkasl
Although he remained a simple trooper &ll hia life,
his fellow-Circassians wanted to elevate him to the
sultanate in place of Faraj. We also know of the
series of reforms he wanted to effect in the event
of his becoming sultan. The historien’s comment
on this is as follows: °That Lajin epeaks euch
nonsense ie no wonder; but what is a source of
wonder ia that the lsading members of the khdgsi-
kiye and army pay attention to him.’* Another
man held in high esteem was Kasaw ibn ‘ Abdallah
al-Zghirl, elso & simple trooper and a prospective
cendidate for the mitanate.®® Apart from these

= manhal, IV, fol. 44, 1. &8,

® wyuiim, VII, p. 887, 1L 8-20, JinThak used all thess
arguments as & trick in order to establish Khushqrdam
on the throne; he snooeeded cnly becauss his argumenis
soirad to he very convimeing,

. % gaw’, IIL, . 06, 1. 11.

= manhal, ¥, fol. G8A, 1. 22-23: nujim, VI, p. 154,
IL 3-17. Also of. Polisk, RHEI, 1835, p. 244 Pollak's
deflnition of the gorfwiy mfd hie deseription of their
statns in the Mamlfk Kingdom are founded om error.
We desl with the matter separately olsswhers. Oriti-
elgms, largely valid, of Poliak's definition are piven by
Fopper in his glmurytnﬂmbﬂdﬂﬁﬁﬂnﬂﬂm
™ manhel, V, fol
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thera were others who gained the sdmiration of
the Circassiane for no apparent reason.®™ The
attitude of the Mamliik historiene to the members
of the Circassian race cen be seen from & remark
concerning one of the Circassian amirs ; wa-'indahu
taysh al-shubabiye wo-khiffal al-jardkisa (‘ he dis-
pleys the giddiness of youth and the frivolity of the
Ci iang ") 22

One of the moet characteristic features of the
Circassian period is the practice of the sultans and
amirs to bring over their relatives from their
country of origin in numbers unprecedented in the
earlier period. Although there is mo lack of evi-
dence thet this prectice was aleo followed in the
Behri period, it was on an incomparably smaller
ecale.® The immigration of relatives reached par-
ticularly large proportions from the middle of the
fifteenth century onwarde. The sources bearing on
the period in question contain numercus references
to relativea being brought over, sometimes singly,
but uenally in groups.”®* This migration hed a
number of negative featnres, the most important of
which wag thaet the immigranta ineluded & very
large proportion of edults who could not be given

* mankal, 1L, fol. 1294, 11. 4-8; {bid., IV, fol. 44, 1L
8-B; sujdm, VII, p. 262, 1. 12-14.

" monkal, IV, fol. 1738, 11, 2.3,

W Zettorstden, p, 182, IL 6-13; Ibn Q841 Bhuhba, fol.
1108, fcofnote; mankal, 111, fol. 151A, 1L 14-15; durer,
IO, p. 266, 1L 5-8, p. 268, 11, 10-11,

¥ Of, e g nujdm, ¥, p. 320, 11 14-18; dd., VI, pp.
148-150, p. 519, 1. 20-20, p. 571, IL. 50, p. 604, 11, 8-10,
pp. B09-807; ibid., VIL, p. 83, 1. 11-12, p. 308, L 4, p.
465, 1. &8, p. 6TE, footnotes; Bawdditk, p. 38, 1. 11, p.
85, 1. 11-13, p. 504, IL 1515, p. 730, 1. 10-13; manhsl,
I, fol. 8A, IL 2-G, fol. 1208, IL 4-7, fol. 1884, 11. 14-17,
fol. 176B, 1. 12-14, fol, 2084, 11, 1.2; sbid., II, fol. 234,
0. 68; ibdid.,, IIT, fol. 1ITTE, IL 1-6; iBid, VIII, fol.
48645 #br, p. 377, 1l 17-18; Ibn al-Furit, IX, p. 53,
1. 13-18, p. 278, 1. 23-24; Itm Qidt Shubbe, p. 82, 1L
20-28; Thn Tyds, I1, p, 64, 11, 1215, p. 141, 11, 18-20,
p. 210, p, 226, 11, 3-4; idid., ITT, p, 78, 11, 16-18, p. 153,
1. T-9, 2223, p. 172, 1. T-§, p. 173, IL 2-7, p. 184, 1L
17-20, p. 244, L 6, p. 260, L. 4-5, p. 261, 11 16-17, p. 201,
1. 1819, p. 884, 11, 14-15, p. 388, 1l 21.22; ibid,, IV,
p- B8, IL. 11-18, p. 128, 11, 11, 15, p. 166, 1. 12-13, p. 1B4,
L 1, p. 191, 1. 22, p. 216, 1. 17, p. 382, 1. 6, p. 453, 11,
15-18, p. 636, 1. 10, p. 437, 1L &8, p. 445, L. 20—p. 468,
L 2, p. 477, 1, 21; ul-Tshql, akhbdr al-uwal, Cairo, 1315
AN, p. 124, 11, 21-24; dow’, I1, p. B15, L 23 ibid., III,
p. 28, p. 63, L 8, p. 284, 11, 17-18, p. 287, 1, 23; idid., VI,
p. 201, L 1, p. 819, 1L, 2-4, p. 221, IL 18, p. 271, 1. 1;
dbid, X, p. 288, 1, 24; swbda, p. 121, 1. 24; see ale
Polisk, REJ, p. 242, Note 4, also material collscted by
Polisk on this question, RET, 1635, p- 248, Noten 3, 4, 5.
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go effective & military training s the Mamliks
who had been bromght over at an early ege. These
older immigrants frequently obtained high posts
s amirs, or at least ee khdsgikiya,** without being
dlaves and without undergoing treining in the
military echools. Indeed, it would be no exaggera-
tion to cell the second half of the Circassien period
“the period of rule by brothers-in-law and rela-
tives.” It is, for instance, related thei Aynil sat
securely on the throne becense all the emirs were
his brothere-in-law.® Under Qa‘itbiy the rule of
relatives reached itz climax®™ But even in the
reign of al-Ghawri there wes no lack of instances
where telatives oceupied high posts.®* Magrizi
complaing bitterly that, whereas in the past only
young Mamlfika had been brought over, the Mam-
liks in his own dey had formerly been sailors,
furnace-tendera and drawers of water in their coun-
tries of origin.*

The decling of the Mamlik Kingdom was the
regult of a variety of causes,—politieal, military
and economic. We deal with the nature of these
canses elsewhere. Xwen if the Circassians had not
become the dominant race during the second half
of the Mamlfik peried, the cumulstive effect of
these causes would finally have led to the disrup-
tion of the Memlfk Kingdom. It is, however,
undeniable thet the Circassiane appreciably has-
tened this process. The later Memlik hisforians
paint the early Mamlik period in exceedingly
bright colors, while their account of the later
period is decidedly somber. Although the account
of the later period is to a great extent exaggerated,
it is basically trne. Thn Taghrl Bird’s cleim that
Barqiq ‘ turned the affaire of the reslm upside-
down, he and his successors to this day,’ contains
a great deal of truth, and is only one of many
examples of that historian’s profound insight into
the character of the Mamllk régime. To translate

" gujles, VI, p. 604, 1. B-10; Bawddith, p. T30, 1L 10-
13; manhal, 1, fol. 04, 11. 2-5; iBéd., IT, fol. 17G6H, 1
12-14; ibid., VIIT, fol. 4264 ; Tbn Q&dT Bhuhba, fol. GRA,
Il. 20-28; see referennes in the fellowing noies.

°* Ihm Iyia, II, p. 64, 11, 13-15.

o Thn Iyds, IL, p. 210, p. 228, 1. 3-4; ibdd., III, p. 7B,
1. 18-18, p. 153, 1. 7-§, 2283, p. 172, IL 7-8, p. 175, 1L
2-8, p. 184, I. 17-20, p. 244, 1, 6, p. 268, 1L, 4-G, p. 281,
1. 12-17, p- 281, 1. 18-19, p. 384, L. 14-15, and in manmy
other places.

* Thn Iyde, IV, p. 129, L. 11, p. 166, 11. 12-13, p. 184,
L 1, p. 101, L. 22, p. B1B, L, 1T, et possim.

" khijo}, IL, pp. 213-214.
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Ibn Taghri Bird’s judgment into more acientific
language, one might say that the Circassians struck
& severe blow at several of the main supports on
which the military system of servitude in Islam
wag founded, From the establiehment of the first
Mamlik companies in the ninth century in the
Abbasid Caliphate down to the decline of the
gystem of servitude under Ottoman rule, several
fundamental prineiples were in operation:

() A protracted period of iraining for the
Mamliike in the military school from boyhood.
This training formed the character of the Mam-
liks end determined their cutlook for the rest of

(b) Blind obedience by the Mamlik to his over-
lord, and unwavering loyalty to his companions in
sarvitude,

{c)} The importance attached to ability ss the
chief criterion of promotion,

{d) A very slow raie of promotion,

{e) The unusual degree of importance attached
to senior Mamliks as contrasted with younger
ones.

Even at the moet flourishing period of the Mem-
lik Kingdom, these principles were not elaborated
to the degree of perfection witnessed under Otto-
men role. Nevertheleas, they remained the back-
bone of the system of military servitude in the
Circassian period as well. But st the same time
there is no doubt that they received considerable
modification at the hands of the Circassians in
contrast to the earlier period. It is not our inten-
tion here to furnish a full sceount of the manner
in which the foundations of the Mamlik gystem of
servitude were weakened during the Circassian
period. We ehould, however, like to review in brief
certain aspects of that proceas. The military school
wes sdversely affected in two ways: the period of
study was considerably curtailed as compared with
the early Mamliik period; * and, as we have seen,
a large proportion of adulte—relatives of the Cir-
cassipn amirs—were admitted to the Mamlik corps
withont passing through the echool at sll. This
practice was completely st variance with the prin-
ciples underlying the system of military servitude,
If it had become the universal practice for Mam-
liks to arrive in Egypt s adults and no longer to

" nuftm, VI, p. 500, IL 15-19.
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pasg through the crucible of the military echool,
where they were torned from infidels inte Mus-
lims, from boys into grown men, from raw recruits
into full-fledged troopers, and from slaves into
free men, the result wonld have been to deprive the
Mamlik army of ite very lifeblood. (Nevertheless,
the majority of the Mamliiks in the late Circassian
period did pass through the school, but their
training was extremely perfunctory in comparison
with earlier times.) Pregumably there was not e
total absence of nepotiemn, rapid promotions and
racia] fevoritism in the earlier period; but these
practices certainly had not assumed the vest pro-
portion they did in Circassian times.

One of the main ressons for the amaxing sta-
bility and compaciness of the Ottoman slave family
(down fo the end of Suleiman the Msgnificent’s
reign) * was the fact that in the Ottomsn State
the eulienate was hereditery within the reigning
family, and often passed from father to son. Thus
the allegiance of the slaves was transferred from
one sultan to his succeseor. With the Mamliks,
however, the legitimacy of kingship had become
weakened already in Babri times. Even during
the rule of the house of Qulifin, which lasted
longer than any other Mamlik dynasty, Muham-
mad b. Qelifin waa on two occasions forced to
vacate the throne to make wey for powerful Mam-
ik amirs, During the Circassian period the prin-
ciple of heredity was altogether abandoned (see
above), o that it was impossible for the Mamliks
of one sultan to {ransfer their allegiance to hie
successor. At this time in particular, the Mamliiks
purchased and liberated by the reigning sultan (al-
mushiarowdi, ol-ajlib, al-julbdn; eee note 23)
formed the entire basis of his rule, and were the
sole support on which he lesned in opposing the
other groups of royal Mamliks’® and especially
the Mamliks of his predecessor, The sultan and
his mushtarawdt formed m sort of vicious cirels,
They enjoyed pre-eminence only as long es he
Teigned; and he could retain his power only =
long a8 he based his rule on his Mamlike, Each

*" The canses of its decline after the reign of Sulelman
have been dealt with in detall by A, H. Lybyer, The
Fovernment of the Otomon Bmpire in the Time of
Hulgiman the Magnificent, Harvard Unfversity
1013. Lybyer gives in this book a moat ilominating
description of the foundatioms on which the military
slave systern waa based, both in the Ottoman Empire and
in Ielam in gemeral.

* For the structure of the Mamlfk army see Note 22,
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sultan, en ascending the throne, tried to clear the
way for his mushkiarawds to seize power, and sought
to increase their number as rapidly ee possible,
The accession of & new sulten wes frequently sc-
companied by brutel purges on & vast scale, and
especially by the relentless persecution of his pre-
decessor’s Mamlike, In other words, he wounld try
to eliminate the Mamlfiks whe had only just before
been the mushiarewds, and thus had been the rul-
ing element in the state. In order to destroy the
immense power they hed concentrated in their
hands, and to weaken their opposition a8 & united
and organized body, the sulian was not content
merely fo remove them from their dominant posi-
tion. In addition he would employ far more
stringent measuves, throwing some of them {mainly
the leaders) into geol or exiling them to remote
parta of the kingdom, and tranelerring others to
the service of the amirs, which was considered 25 &
great degradstion.

This prectice wes & feature of Mamlik rule
from its earliest daye; but in the Bahri period it
waag carried out in & far milder fashion than under
the Circessiens. For in the Bahri period the prin-
ciple of hereditary succession had not altogether
been abandoned, and the sultan’s son could not
regard his father’s Mamliiks as complete strangers,
Similarly, the father’s Mamliks could not regard
his son s & completely atrange sultan.

Opposed to the mushécrawdi were the Mamlfika
of the preceding sultans (ai-gardnips, al-gardnis).
TUnlike the mushisrawdi, who were & homogeneons
body, the gardnds, of their very nature, could not
be.a compact group; for they were composed of
heterogeneous, and frequently mutnally antagonis-
tic, elements owing allegiance to different ex-
sultens and drawn together sclely by their com-
mon hatred of the younger mushiarawa, who
sought to dominate them., Thus the Memliks of
ex-sultan A could not forget that the Mamliks of
ex-gultan B hed onsted them from their former po-
sition as mushiarowdt; and the MamMks of ex-
sultan C were hoetile to those of ex-sulten B for the
same reason ; and s0 on. Tha possibilities of fomen-
ting discord smong the gardsig were particularly
extensive during the Cireassian period, partly for
the reason that the short reigne of the Circassian
sultans resulted in the formation of many such
groups. Thus plentiful oppertunities were pro-
vided for ing various combinations and align-
ments. The Mamlik histories are full of deserip-
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tiong of the formation and subsequent dieruption
of temporary alliances smong the gardaie. These
alliances were mostly of a very cesual nature, and
the stability of the sultan’s rule depended largely
upon his sbility to exploit the differences among
the varipus groups of Mamlfike in his own interest.

As long sz the Mamlfik Kingdom was wealthy
and powerful, and its ermy well-trained, disciplined
and controlled by an iron hand, the feeling of
comradeship between the slave and liberated Mam-
liks of the same overlord (khushddshiys) waz a
poeitive factor. There was a restrained competi-
tive feeling, an esprit de corps, among the various
militery formations, which was useful in keeping
the army up to the mark and preventing it from
growing stale. When, however, the Mamlik King-
dom begen to decline under the Circassians, and
diecipline was relaxed and the egoistic passions of
the different formations were permitted to break
ont unchecked, the spirit of comradeship proved
harmful to the army and was one of the causes
of its disintegration. The way was opened to com-
plete domination by the mushiorawdi of the other
military groups, accompanied by unlimited extor-
tion and oppreseion. It wes also made possible for
the soldiers to occupy themselves constantly with
politice]l affairs, to the neglect of their military
duties. Matters reached such & pass that the sultan
would send the gandniz—the members of the
veteran formations—on military expeditions, so as
to spare his own mushiarawdt,” whose military
training wes of & very low order end who were not
moved by a martial spiril. According to Ibm
Taghri Birdi, a hundred Mamlidks of the garinis
were capsble of putting to flight more than a
thousand julbdn.'*® But if they did not show much
proweas in the field, they exhibited an amezing
aptitude for political intrigue, overcoming and
guppressing the wesker military formations, and
indulging in acts of wanton lawlessnesa. Bigns of
the weskening of discipline had been manifested at
the beginning of the Circassian period, and there
had even been sporadic manifestations during
Bahri times; but from the beginning of the second
half of the ninth century 4.m. all barriers were
broken down. The historians point to Aymil’s

** Thin subjest is dealt with at length in the chapter
entitled, * The Army on the March,' in our work on the

Mamlik army.
100 nyfdm, VI, p. 841, 1L 2-5. Sea also the corrigenda

on p. LEXXII of the volume in guestion.
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reign ae the time when al] restrictions on the wild
behavior of the julbdn were swept aside, Daserib-
ing the year 858 A.H. Ibn Taghri Birdi writes:
“Thig ig the first appearance of the al-Ashraf
(Aynil) Mamliks; and what followa is still more
terrible.’ 2** From the middle f the ninth century
A, H, the Mamlfk chronicles bear the impress of
the reign of terror of the julbdn, who completely
dominated all the other groupe of alaves and, in
fact, all aspecta of life in the Mamldk Kingdom.
This subject, indeed, engrossea the attention of the
chroniclers during the last Y0 years of the Mamlak
régime,1

The imcessant confliet between the various groups
of royal Mamliiks during the Circassian period was

0 wyjem, VII, p. 462, 1L 67,

3% The eonslusicne given here In brisf concerning the
adverse effect of the Circasslans npon the foundstions
of the Mamlfik gystem of servitnde, the relations between
the verions Mamltk formations, ete, are bessd om
material compiled in the chapter entitled * The Btrueture
of the Mamllk Army* in our work on the Mamltk army.
Notes 86 and B-101 give only some of the more
important references.
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largely favored by the fact that, from the time of
Timiir Lang, on the threshold of the 156th century,
down to the war of Dabig et the beginning of the
16th, the Mamliks did not engage in a single
large-scale war, A serions menace of external ag-
gresgion, such as the Mongol threat during the
second half of the 18th century, would either have
led to the cohesiom of the Mamlfk slave family or
to the disruption of the kingdom (as actually hap-
pened in 922 A, ®.). The absence of any such
threat during the greatest pert of the Circassian
period promoted the process of disintegration and
increased the differences among the Mamliks,
Continued pressure on the Ottoman slave régime,
which waa constantly engaged in fighting difficalt,
protracted, and bloody wars—firearms were largely
employed in them—was without doubt one of the
reasona for its effectiveness, cobesion, and suprema-
cy. But the similarities and dissimilarities between
the Ottoman and Mamlik slave systems, which
form one of the most important aspects of the
higtory of Islam in the lete Middle Ages, calls for
separate treatment.
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